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Kashmiri will survive in
grief, sorrow and lament,
says Padma Shri recipient

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Shafi Shaugq, a 75-year-old
poet, linguist and transla-
tor from Kashmir who has
been nominated for the
Padma Shri award, on
Monday said Kashmiri lan-
guage is that of workers
and peasants and will
survive.

In an interview to The
Hindu, Mr. Shauq, who
hails from Shopian’s re-
mote village of Kapran,
said Kashmiri language will
outlive the threats posed
by the cyber era and
English.

“Kashmiri language is
the language of workers
and peasants. Kashmiri
language does not need a
poet, a writer, a journalist
or a language activist to
survive. It’s a spoken lan-
guage. It will survive in
grief, sorrow and lament,”
Mr. Shaugq said.

‘Warm gesture’

He described the Padma
Shri award, the fourth
highest civilian honour in
India, as “an acknowledge-
ment of the richness of
Kashmiri language, its anti-

Professor Shafi Shaug, who has been named among the recipients
of the Padma Shri Award for 2026. pTi

quity and the importance
it holds in the sub-conti-
nent and globally””

“The award is a hearten-
ing gesture. It is really a
moment of pride that I was
considered for the most
prestigious award and was
considered worth it. [ have
always held the cause of
Kashmiri language of fore-
most importance, even
more than personal self,”
Mr. Shauq, who has auth-
ored and translated over
100 books, said.

For Mr. Shauq, Kashmiri
language “defines the iden-
tity of people of Kashmir
and supports their exis-
tence”. “The Kashmiri lan-
guage is known as ‘Koshir’
and the people as ‘Koshur’.

They are synonymous. The
language even survived the
domination of Sanskrit in
the region,” the writer,
who served as Dean of the
Faculty of Arts till 2010 at
the University of Kashmir,
said.

Mr. Shaugq has translated
from Kashmiri to English
works of all popular Sufi
poets who wrote between
the periods of Mahmud Ga-
mi (19th century) and
Shams Fakir (early 20th
century). He also translat-
ed English classics of Leo
Tolstoy, Anton Chekhov,
Guy de Maupassant into
Kashmiri, and the popular
book ‘Gul Gulshan Gulfam’
by Pran Kishore from Kash-
miri to English.

39, M R faamg ¥ ff wxfd Shifaa @, war ff uraeat &1 s

Shafi Shauq, a 75-year-old poet, linguist and translator from Kashmir who has been
nominated for the Padma Shri award, on Monday said Kashmiri language is that of
workers and peasants and will survive.

HRUR & 75 qufT B, UreTfag 3R Srgare® Wt Me, o uaT ft RedR & for 71
Ew% ﬁ@waﬁw%mﬁﬁwmsﬁvﬁmﬁﬁ YT & 3R I8 Sifda
|

In an interview to The Hindu, Mr. Shauq, who hails from Shopian’s remote village of
Kapran, said Kashmiri language will outlive the threats posed by the cyber era and
English.
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o “Kashmiri language is the language of workers and peasants. Kashmiri language does not
need a poet, a writer, a journalist or a language activist to survive. It's a spoken
language. It will survive in grief, sorrow and lament,” Mr. Shauq said.
“HIURT YT AR 3R fHam=i &1 YT 81 HRURT T ! Shfad Y6 & for foredt #fa,
AED, TAHR dT UTHT FRIGAT B Td 61 o | T8 UH qrdl S+ drel HINT 3| I8 g, WP
3R faama 7 off Shfaa e, ot <N = Tl

‘Warm gesture’

‘@Fq:uf Joha

e He described the Padma Shri award, the fourth highest civilian honour in India, as “an
acknowledgement of the richness of Kashmiri language, its antiquity and the importance it
holds in the sub-continent and globally.”

I U1 ff PR, STt UIRE BT AT qaTed ARTRS T 8, BT “HIHRT YT Bt JG1G,
I YTET 3R SUWETEIY a7 AP TR W IUS Hgd &1 Wi Samn|

e “The award is a heartening gesture. It is really a moment of pride that | was considered for
the most prestigious award and was considered worth it. | have always held the cause of
Kashmiri language of foremost importance, even more than personal self,” Mr. Shauq, who
has authored and translated over 100 books, said.

“Jg TIHR U g dl 9¢1 arel Tobd o | I8 Idd 8 7d &1 &7 ¢ for 43 waw ufafya
REPR & [T AT AT 3R TG T 77| B GHRN HRERY U & 3= P! Afaaid w@rd o
1t 3ifirep T feaT 3, 100 | RIP G| & WP R 3gared ot e = el

e For Mr. Shauq, Kashmiri language “defines the identity of people of Kashmir and supports
their existence”.

off T & o, FTH T “HTHR F T P UG DI URHINT Bl 8§ 3R 378 KT
D TERI A 317

e “The Kashmiri language is known as ‘Koshir’ and the people as ‘Koshur’. They are
synonymous. The language even survived the domination of Sanskrit in the region,” the
writer, who served as Dean of the Faculty of Arts till 2010 at the University of Kashmir,
said.

“HIHRY HTH &) BIRR 3R A B BIYR FHeT o1 ¢ | A Taiaarh g1 Tg U &8 T Wegpd
F Uy & R & i Siifad W&, =i fayfaenea & 2010 9 sa1 TS F WIS
oGP A HEl|

e Mr. Shauq has translated from Kashmiri to English works of all popular Sufi poets who
wrote between the periods of Mahmud Gami (19th century) and Shams Fakir (early 20th
century).

ot e = HEYg T (198 TEh T AHR TRT BB (20 T F} YH3Ta) & i foran aral
ﬂﬁmwmﬁmﬁmmﬁmﬁmmg

¢ He also translated English classics of Leo Tolstoy, Anton Chekhov, Guy de Maupassant
into Kashmiri, and the popular book ‘Gul Gulshan Gulfam’ by Pran Kishore from Kashmiri to
English.

3 el efarera, Teis d@ia, a3t 7iuTHi &1 el FaTiRiey & $IERT # srdlq
g, 3R 90T fHRIR & BT G [ TR [ABT BT SRR A 3o & srgarg +f
I
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Char Dham temples
seek to prohibit
entry of non-Hindus
RN

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Uttarakhand’s  religious
leaders and temple care-
takers have asked the State
government to prohibit the
entry of non-Hindus in the
Char Dham temples of Ba-
drinath, Kedarnath, Gan-
gotri, and Yamunotri.

These shrines, situated
at heights of over 3,000
metres above sea level, are
the backbone of the State’s
economy and are visited
by millions of people from
across India every year.

The demand comes
weeks after the Ganga Sab-
ha, a trust that manages
the religious affairs of the
Ganga ghats in Haridwar,
demanded a ban on the en-
try of non-Hindus for the
2027 Kumbh Mela.

Suresh Semwal, head of
the Gangotri temple, told
The Hindu that the temple
committee held a meeting
last week in which it was
unanimously decided that
non-Hindus would not be
allowed inside the temple.
“Non-Hindus will also not
be allowed to enter Mukh-
ba, the winter abode of the
goddess,” he said.

The Badrinath-Kedar-
nath Temple Committee
has demanded that non-
Hindus not be allowed in
the shrines. Its chairman,
Hemant Dwivedi, said that

The shrines are the backbone
of the State’s economy,
attracting millions of visitors.

the committee would dis-
cuss the proposed ban at
its meeting next month
and would implement it
from the Char Dham Yatra
this year. The yatra will
start after the portals of the
Gangotri and Yamunotri
temples are opened in
April.

“The  Char Dham
shrines are not tourist
spots, and those who have
no faith in Sanatan Dhar-
ma must not enter our
sacred places,” Mr. Dwive-
di said. He asked why those
who have no faith in Hindu
gods want to visit these
temples.

Asked if the temple
committee would not al-
low non-Hindu VIPs who
visited these shrines, Mr.
Dwivedi said the ban
would remain for the tem-
ple’s sanctum sanctorum.

Char Dham temples seek to prohibit
entry of non-Hindus

IR 4Ty HieRl o R-fEgen & waw
TR AP B 71T

¢ Uttarakhand'’s religious leaders and temple
caretakers have asked the State
government to prohibit the entry of non-
Hindus in the Char Dham temples of
Badrinath, Kedarnath, Gangotri, and
Yamunotri.

IRAS & Yifife Aarelf iR ufeR &
Il A I WMPR I THHTY, BERATY,
T SRR T & AR o HieR) o k-
fEgaft & Ta% W A A BI AT B

¢ These shrines, situated at heights of over
3,000 metres above sea level, are the
backbone of the State’s economy and are
visited by millions of people from across
India every year.

3 TR, off I ad 9 3,000 e &

3t FHarE W YT 8, Isa Y srfegawar
B3¢ § 3R X AT T YR I ARGl @7 gl
3Td B

¢ The demand comes weeks after the Ganga
Sabha, a trust that manages the religious
allairs of the Ganga ghats in Haridwar,
demanded a ban on the entry of non-Hindus
for the 2027 Kumbh Mela.

g HIT I FHY 3 & O $S Jie Uedt
T T, S gRER § T urel & uifie

P &1 TaeT Hl g, 2027 $H AR & faw
R-fEga & vaw W ufasy &t o &t o

¢ Suresh Semwal, head of the Gangotri
temple, told The Hindu that the temple
committee held a meeting last week in which it
was unanimously decided that non-Hindus
would not be allowed inside the temple.
TR AfeR & v g QHard A ¢ g &
gar i Ay afifa = sd Iue ts 966
&1, o gaumfa ¥ gg ok forn man i R-
fEgafl &1 dfer & Hiar ya=r &1 ergufa =gt &t
SaEft |

¢ “Non-Hindus will also not be allowed to
enter Mukhba, the winter abode of the
goddess,” he said.

Siaerel= far 8, & off yawr &t srgafa et &
St

e The Badrinath-Kedarnath Temple Committee has demanded that non-Hindus not be
allowed in the shrines.
TETY-FeRATY wiex Fffa 7 g1 o1 ¢ for dferdl o IR-REgait &1 vaw 7 faar sy

e lts chairman, Hemant Dwivedi, said that the committee would discuss the proposed ban at
its meeting next month and would implement it from the Char Dham Yatra this year.
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P 3egel gHd fgad! 3 el i IS orTel 7el 8 arelt dow & yRanfad ufady wR ==t
HN SR U 3 a9 BT AR YW IEAT A AR BT |

o The yatra will start after the portals of the Gangotri and Yamunotri temples are opened in
April.
Tg g Srite B A SR gyt wieRt & wure gem & a8 R gt

¢ “The Char Dham shrines are not tourist spots, and those who have no faith in Sanatan
Dharma must not enter our sacred places,” Mr. Dwivedi said.

st gl 7 a1, AR ddere wies wa T8 8, SR o amiTas o § o1 18l §, S
AR Uy T & YA e A1 el

e He asked why those who have no faith in Hindu gods want to visit these temples.
51+ gaTd fosan o6 forg g Saamaii & smei =gt &, 9 37 Hfe’! & ot o1 a1gd & |

e Asked if the temple committee would not allow non-Hindu VIPs who visited these shrines,
Mr. Dwivedi said the ban would remain for the temple’s sanctum sanctorum.

e 3 gBT 7T {3 @ HieR afifa 37 el R o ara AR-fég demgt o1 oft srafa el
aift, @t ot fea<t A T o Tg Ufeiy R & Mg & faw anp g

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. QU V4
The last time there was more than one guest at the Republic

:;ag;&g;ade. Ans: 2018 when 10 Heads of ASEAN States were Republic Day Parade 2018 — Multiple
2. In 1956, this guest became the first non-Asian to be invited. Guests

Ans: Rab Butler, U.K.s Chancellor of the Exchequer

3. Sir Malik Ghulam Muhammad and Rana Abdul Hamid have
been guests from Pakistan in these years. Ans: 1955 and 1965

4. These 3 members of the same family from this country that

India’s Republic Day parade usually features
one foreign chief guest, symbolizing diplomatic

have had the honour of being guests at the Republic Day ties. However, on 26 January 2018, 10 Heads_ of
parade. Ans: Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, Jigme Singye State and Government from ASEAN countries
Wangchuck and Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, the were invited together.

three kings of Bhutan

5. The only U.S. President to have been given the honour. Ans: . . .
Barack Obara in 2015 8 Rab Butler — First Non-Asian Republic
6. In 1961, this guest became the first woman to be invited as Day Guest (1 956)

the Chief Guest. Ans: Queen Elizabeth
Visual: Name this European leader who has been invited twice

as the chief guest. Ans: Jacques Chirac of France (1976 and Rab Butler was the Chancellor of the

1998) Exchequer (finance minister) of the United
Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Ambarin Aslam| Parimal Das| Sunil Kingdom when invited to India. He represented
Madhavan| Dodo Jayaditya the British government in New Delhi for the

Republic Day parade in 1956.

Why It Matters:

e His invitation marked the first instance a non-Asian leader attended India’s Republic Day
as a guest, reflecting strong post-independence diplomatic ties between India and the UK.

e |n the same year, Kotaro Tanaka of Japan was co-guest, making 1956 unique with two chief
guests.

e This event underscored India’s growing engagement with global powers during the early
years of its republic.

Pakistani Leaders as Republic Day Guests
e Sir Malik Ghulam Muhammad served as Governor-General of Pakistan and attended
India’s Republic Day parade in 1955 as the chief guest, marking the first Pakistani invitation.

¢ Rana Abdul Hamid, then Pakistan’s Minister of Food and Agriculture, was invited as chief
guest in 1965, becoming the second Pakistani leader to attend.

Bhutan’s Royal Family at India’s Republic Day
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e Jigme Dorji Wangchuck, the third King of Bhutan, was the Chief Guest in 1954, symbolising
early India-Bhutan friendship.

¢ Jigme Singye Wangchuck, the fourth King, attended as Chief Guest in 1986, strengthening
bilateral ties.

o Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, the present King, was invited in 2013, reflecting
continuity in special relations.

e This makes Bhutan the only country whose three successive monarchs have received this
honour.

Barack Obama — U.S. Chief Guest at Republic Day

o Barack Obama, then President of the United States, was the Chief Guest on 26 January
2015, becoming the first and only U.S. President to receive this honour.

e His visit followed Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s U.S. trip in 2014, marking a reset in India—
U.S. relations.

e The event symbolised deepening cooperation in defence, clean energy, trade, and regional
security.

¢ It highlighted the growing strategic partnership between the world’s two largest democracies.

Queen Elizabeth Il — First Woman Chief Guest (1961)

e Queen Elizabeth I, then the reigning monarch of the United Kingdom, was the Chief Guest
on 26 January 1961.
e She became the first woman to receive this honour in India’s Republic Day history.

Bihar wins Ranji Trophy Plate nal, returns
to Elite

fIeR A Il gTw) We wigaa Sitdr, Tefte #
qra

e Bihar capitalised on opener Piyush Singh’s 216 in
the second innings to hammer Manipur by 568 runs in
the Ranji Trophy Plate final in Patna, sealing a
triumphant return to the Elite Group on Monday.

final, reiaﬁi iﬂ Ei"iﬁ HTIET 31 §U UeHT & IUrSlt 2Pl We wig—a § iR
_ & N 31568 ¥ 9 g1 3R WIHAR &I Telte Ju F UHEGR
Bihar capitalised on opener Piyush Singh’s 216 in arodt ﬁﬁ'@ﬁ 1

the second innings to hammer Manipur by 568 . . . . .
runs in the Ranji Trophy Plate final in Patna, e Bihar had briefly broken into the Elite Group in the

sealing a triumphant return to the Elite Group on 2022-23 season before slipping back to Plate in 2024-
Monday. Bihar had briefly broken into the Elite 25.

Group in the 2022:23 season before slippingback  f§gR 4 2022-23 IF ¥ U THT & T Telte YU & 9718

to Plate in 2024-25. Bihar had also secured E:ITSC m tl%ﬁ Qe 1 fraa

promotion to the Elite League in the Vijay Hazare ?‘ﬁ f 5 2024-25 Hfeed q

Trophy. T

The scores: Bihar 522 & 505/6 decl. in 119.3 overs (Piyush e Bihar had also secured promotion to the Elite

Singh 216 n.o., Raghuvendra Pratap Singh 90) bt Manipur 264 League in the Vijay Hazare Trophy.

&195in 56.1 overs (Pheiroijam Jotin 74). ﬁgﬁ 3 fasrg 37,"} a-rqﬁ' 4t Ed:l? ?ﬂ‘T o q—cﬁaﬁ[ gﬁa
Bt T

e The scores: Bihar 522 & 505/6 decl. in 119.3 overs (Piyush Singh 216 n.o., Raghuvendra
Pratap Singh 90) bt Manipur 264 & 195 in 56.1 overs (Pheiroijam Jotin 74).

WR: fagr 522 3% 505/6 Tf¥d, 119.3 3ita (FUrgw Rig 216 AraTe, TgA% wa g 90) A
TR 264 3N 195, 56.1 3R (WA SN 74) FHT FTATI
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BCCI mourns the demise of
its former Bresident Bindra

CRICKET

Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

The BCCI on Monday ex-
pressed deep sorrow at the
demise of its former presi-
dent Inderjit Singh Bindra
and described him as a “vi-
sionary administrator” and
one of the most “influen-
tial architects” of Indian
cricket whose legacy will

the Board president from
1993 to 1996, passed away
here on Sunday aged 84.
“Mr LS. Bindra was a vi-
sionary administrator
whose leadership helped
redefine India’s role in
world cricket,” BCCI presi-
dent Mithun Manhas said.
“His contributions went
far beyond governance as
he helped build systems
and institutions that conti-
nue to serve players, admi-
nistrators and the game it-

be remembered. self to this day. The BCCI
Bindra, who served as  mourns the loss.”

Bindra. FILE PHOTO

BCCI mourns the demise of its former president Bindra

dRIRASE A oruA gd sregef faer & Ay w e sa faean

The BCCI on Monday expressed deep sorrow at the demise of its former president Inderjit
Singh Bindra and described him as a “visionary administrator’ and one of the most
"influential architects” of Indian cricket whose legacy will be remembered.
TIRAeME = FHaR o 30 gd sreaef geveiid fRig fasT & Ry IR 781 M Fad fpan
3R 3 “gReRI YRS T URAT fpde & Tav “guTa=el RieqsRY” § I Th I,
ISREARERNSEEIRICRSCINT [

Bindra, who served as the Board president from 1993 to 1996, passed away here on
Sunday aged 84.

faisT, forgin 1993 | 1996 dF IS S48l & U § HI a1, &1 951 AAaR &I 84 8 o 3
o e g1 T

“Mr L.S. Bindra was a visionary administrator whose leadership helped redefine India’s
role in world cricket,” BCCI president Mithun Manhas said.

“oft 3E.Tw. {51 0% grexi v=m® 3, e Aq@ A fay fvde & yRa ot Y o R 3
ORI - & Aag &1, deiRftens sreaer firy= uwera = &al

“His contributions went far beyond governance as he helped build systems and institutions
that continue to serve players, administrators and the game itself to this day. The BCCI
mourns the loss.”

“JAHT NG A F FH! 3R AT FNfh I8 T 7 IR IR TS I & Aag B ol 31
%ﬁf@aﬂ%@r TEH! 3R WG T B! JaT PR IR ¢ | dfeftens 59 aifa ) 2o ogaa sear

"
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Indians claim five gold medals
in WTT Youth Star Contender

Akash and Rishaan, winners of
the u-15 boys’ doubles title.

TABLE TENNIS

Sports Bureau
CHENNAI

India won five gold medals
in the World Table Tennis
(WTT) Youth Star Conten-
der in Doha on Sunday.
Syndrela Das and Di-
vyanshi Bhowmick
emerged winners in un-
der-19 girls’ doubles while
P.B. Abhinandh and Di-
vyanshi bagged gold in un-
der-19 mixed doubles.

urd ¥quf ugs Siid|

¢ Syndrela Das and Divyanshi Bhowmick emerged winners in under-19 girls’ doubles while
P.B. Abhinandh and D|vyansh| bagged gold in under-19 mixed doubles.

Rigen ey 3R feai=h Wifte

Ahona Ray won the u-15
girls’ singles and Aditya
Das and Ankolika Chakra-
borty finished first in un-
der-15 mixed doubles.

Akash Rajavelu and Rish-

aan Chattopadhyay came
on top in under-15 boys’
doubles.

In the WTT Youth Con-
tender held last week, In-
dians won two gold me-
dals.

Syndrela clinched the
u-19 girls’ singles title while
Sreejani Chakraborty won
the under-15 girls’ singles.

3R feaai=ht 7 siez-19 s saoq & Wl ues Sfidn

¢ Ahona Ray won the u-15 girls’ singles and Aditya Das and Ankolika Chakraborty finished
rst in under-15 mixed doubles.

BT Y 7 3FS¥-15 e RITeq Sitar 3R nfeed gy quT SipiferaT Tehadl 1 3ig3-15 RS
T | Ul R gIRId fohar|

e Akash Rajavelu and Rishaan Chattopadhyay came on top in under-15 boys’ doubles.

STHTR IS 3R

B TSIUTATT + 3S¥-15 TTq sad & MY

Indians claim five
gold medals in
WTT Youth Star
Contender

YR Raenfsal =
WTT gY R HsT
# urg wquf yes
Siid

¢ India won five gold
medals in the World
Table Tennis (WTT)
Youth Star Contender
in Doha on Sunday.
YRA A IqaR &1 qeT |
I e ead e

(WTT) Q4 'R Hese &

J 3f83-19 e s ¥ Siid s1Ryd Bt oiafep W&t sifiy

- U fhar|

e Inthe WTT Youth Contender held last week, Indians won two gold medals.

s Awrg STASId WTT gy ddex H HIRdHl + gt wauf ugd Sild |

e Syndrela clinched the u-19 girls’ singles title while Sreejani Chakraborty won the under-
15 glrls smgles

3 3783-19 T Rivred &1 de Sitar e Aot Tspadl 7 3i83-15 T Rivted

SHdT|

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED

| 27 January 2026
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Visual question:

Which medieval Kurdish commander became a central
figure in Islamic resistance to the Crusades (Hint: The
character was famously featured in this film Kingdom of
Heaven).YOUTUBE

Visual question: Which medieval Kurdish
commander became a central figure in Islamic
resistance to the Crusades (Hint: The character was
famously featured in this film Kingdom of Heaven)

GS Paper 1: Society

TOPICS COVERED

| 27 January 2026

1. | Mind the time
JUY BT T I8
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Mind the time T 1 ST T
India needs public-funded geriatric care _ ) o
to take care of its elderly ° India needs public-funded geriatric care to
- take care of its elderly.

hile India is often celebrated for its < aﬁ ! SIS II aﬁa—@ma;%q il I II -
demographic dividend, its States are o m HU B HTTIHdl 5|

undergoing a significant but uneven While India is often celebrated for its

demographic transition. According to a new RBI
report, Kerala and Tamil Nadu will be “ageing
States” by 2036 because their elderly populations
will exceed 22% and 20%, respectively. On the
other hand, the working age populations of Bi-
har, Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand will continue
to rise beyond 2031. Karnataka and Maharashtra
occupy the middle ground, balancing growth
with the onset of ageing pressure. In response,
the RBI has advised ageing States to “rationalise”
their subsidies to afford rising pension costs and
youthful States to “invest heavily in human capi-
tal”. But how mindful is the RBI’s fiscal advice of
the political undertones? Southern States, having
successfully tamed population growth, face a
double whammy: lower Central tax devolution
because population weightage in Finance Com-
mission formulae favours the populous northern
States plus lower parliamentary representation
due to the upcoming delimitation exercise. On
the other hand, while the youthful States have a
“window of opportunity” to boost growth using a
larger workforce, the share of their spending on
education has stagnated or declined, and the
question of employability persists. These people
will also enter the workforce at a time of manu-
facturing automation and Al in industry, so the
RBI's suggestion to “boost labour-intensive sec-
tors” may leave these States vulnerable to the
possibility of ageing before they get rich.

Research has shown that ageing in India dis-
proportionately affects women, who often live
longer but with fewer financial assets. The RBI’s
focus on “workforce policy” overlooks the major-
ity of elderly women who were never in the for-
mal workforce and thus have no pension. The
RBI model also assumes some level of family sup-
port, but with migration and nuclear families be-
coming the norm, the informal safety net is col-
lapsing. Ultimately, the demographic transition
cannot be managed by fiscal changes alone. First,
a new industrial policy is needed to create jobs
en masse in new sectors such as green energy
and the care economy. Second, the youthful
States must build healthcare and pension servic-
es now to avoid fiscal shocks if and when the re-
placement fertility rate drops. Third, for most of
India’s elderly, the future looks less like “graceful
ageing” and more like financial dependency, un-
less the state drastically expands social pensions;
but this directly contradicts the RBI’s call for fis-
cal consolidation. Finally, without a massive ex-
pansion of public geriatric care, the “graceful
ageing” that the report envisions will be available
only to the wealthy.

demographic dividend, its States are undergoing a
significant but uneven demographic transition.

YR BT SR A SATHIRT & 7T [RTET
ST 8, Qe 39 9 Uh Hedqu! R SR
SRS ThHT ¥ TR IR ¢ |

. According to a new RBI report, Kerala and
Tamil Nadu will be “ageing States” by 2036 because
their elderly populations will exceed 22% and 20%,
respectively.

T 3 Rord 9% RO & SUR, B 3R afirarg
2036 TP “JSTARIT dTcl I & ST, Hifh Iab!
Tl SIFRIRSAT SR 22% 3R 20% 31T g S|
. On the other hand, the working age
populations of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand
will continue to rise beyond 2031.

GO SR, foRR, IR wew, ok IIREs &t Hriid
3T ST 2031 & a1¢ H sgdt @M

. Karnataka and Maharashtra occupy the
middle ground, balancing growth with the onset of
ageing pressure.

3R HeRTY "e R H 8, Te! 9 & a1-
Wawmﬁwmmﬁ@qwgw%l
. In response, the RBI has advised ageing

States to “rationalise” their subsidies to afford rising
pension costs and youthful States to “invest heavily
in human capital”.

3% SiaTs #, FYerd 9 3 JgrawyT arel sl Y Sl
U AT 981 R & [oIT SU- Ffoa! B “qhaia”
T &} e €t 8, 3R aT I3l B “HHg goir §
Y} a9 A &t a8 @ B

. But how mindful is the RBI’s fiscal advice of
the political undertones?

Afep ford o 3 g facia arg Isifae siqwdal
& ufal fpat GaaTeha 82

. Southern States, having successfully tamed
population growth, face a double whammy: lower
Central tax devolution because population weightage
in Finance Commission formulae favours the
populous northern States plus lower parliamentary
representation due to the upcoming delimitation
exercise.

gféroft T4t A SR gfs & S adgas Fafd
T 8, TR d GleX Fedh P ATHAT IR 33 o: fad
STRT & AT H SHReAT HR ST Il & e H 8 &

PRU SEIY B TR HH g1, 3R TH HHiD 31 P SR GHAT Ul o0

gl
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e On the other hand, while the youthful States have a “window of opportunity” to boost growth
using a larger workforce, the share of their spending on education has stagnated or declined,
and the question of employability persists.

T 3R, a1 Il & U 99 HAd & SRT f[AH dgM & AT “3awR &t fage! g, afe
1 W 370 W 7 g fRRR X818 a1 92T 8, 3R ASHIR-G1dl &1 Uy &1 g g |

e These people will also enter the workforce at a time of manufacturing automation and Al in
industry, so the RBI’s suggestion to “boost labour-intensive sectors” may leave these States
vulnerable to the possibility of ageing before they get rich.

Y AN T T priga H A% S o fafafor § Terer oiR 9 & i gfeww 5¢ 6!
Bl ST “yA-UeT &1 &1 IeTar g1 &1 Rerd § &1 T8 37 I5d] Bl 39 SIad & Ui
Gaegier 1 Gebell & fob A TG B A UBel € JgTaw B 3R §g S|

o Research has shown that ageing in India disproportionately affects women, who often live
longer but with fewer financial assets.

MY ¥ TdT I g fob WRA T JGTawAT &1 THTE AfRaTst IR S\ ¥U § 3ifere uSdl g, st
SR 3HfYH THY d Siifdd Igdl § i 3% UKy I Tuftral HH sidl gl

e The RBI's focus on “workforce policy” overlooks the majority of elderly women who were
never in the formal workforce and thus have no pension.

‘BT T R RS1d S BT IR I 3ifIHT ot Afeareil BT ToR3feIS HRaT § off Baft
3Mo=nes Brferet b1 foTdT a1 Te1, S S Uy bls U a1 5

o The RBI model also assumes some level of family support, but with migration and nuclear
families becoming the norm, the informal safety net is collapsing.

froid 9o @1 Aisd 8 TR & UIRARS TS S 1t AFHR Iaar g, Afe TR 3R ted
UREAR AR B & HRUT TR GREJ-STT HHOIR US &1 &
. UItlmater, the demographic transition cannot be managed by fiscal changes alone.

3fdd:, STIRAB I YhHUT B Had fa<iig geardl o Usidd Tol foedr S G|

o First, a new industrial policy is needed to create jobs en masse in new sectors such as green
energy and the care economy.

Ugdl, givd Sett SR I@UTE et S U &5 & 98 90 W A RAT a9 & e T T3
3enfie Hifq @) smazaddr 3|

e Second, the youthful States must build healthcare and pension services now to avoid fiscal
shocks if and when the replacement fertility rate drops.

TIRT, JaT Il I 31t Ty Jar SR U T s Rid et Tnfee difes af oik o
mwaﬂé,ﬁﬁ?ﬂnmﬁwmﬂ%

e Third, for most of India’s elderly, the future looks less like “graceful ageing” and more like
financial dependency, unless the state drastically expands social pensions; but this directly
contradicts the RBI’s call for fiscal consolidation.

TRRT, URA & 3BT gl & forg WSy TS gaIaRir ¥ & 3R faxdig Fkar @
fAF ST faaar 8, 9d I g TSI ULHT BT 99 TR W AR 81 a1, dfe g ford
o @} faxiig T 31 7 F DY Auda B

o Finally, without a massive expansion of public geriatric care, the “graceful ageing” that the
report envisions will be available only to the wealthy.

3fd o, Ao JETawT SAUTE FT 98 T W AR e fom, Rard gry ufvefera
GEGTD JGIARIT Hdd U arll o fore g Iuasy g |

GS Paper II: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED
27 January 2026

1. | Uproar intensifies against new UGC equity regulations

¢ goiRlt JuTaT o & fRaeme faRiy o

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagel 1



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Uproar intensifies against
new UGC equity regulations

Several groups have alleged bias against ‘general category’ students, while anti-caste activists say

the new regulations do not adequately protect SC, ST, and OBC students from discrimination

Abhinay Lakshman
Mayank Kumar
NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW

pposition against
0 the University
Grants Commis-

sion (UGC)’s new regula-
tions on the promotion of
equity in higher education
campuses intensified on
Monday, with critics ques-
tioning the 2026 rules’ de-
finition of “caste-based dis-
crimination” and alleging
bias against “general cate-
gory” students in not pro-
viding for  measures
against “false complaints”.

A writ petition challeng-
ing the University Grants
Commission (Promotion of
Equity in Higher Education
Institutions) Regulations,
2026 has been filed in the
Supreme Court by Mrity-
unjay Tiwari, a post-docto-
ral researcher at the Bana-
ras Hindu University, Uttar
Pradesh.

Political opposition to
the regulations has also
grown. Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Priyanka Chaturvedi
took to social media, call-
ing for the regulations to
be “withdrawn or amend-
ed as necessary”. Uttar
Pradesh Bharatiya Janata
Party MLC Devendra Pra-
tap Singh has written to

A writ petition challenglng the UGC regulations has been filed in the

Supreme Court. FILE PHOTO

the UGC, saying it should
be concerned with protect-
ing discrimination against
Dalits and backward class
students, and not with
“making general category
students feel unsafe”.
Student bodies have al-
so joined the opposition.
The students’ union of Ku-
maun University in Utta-
rakhand’s Nainital has sub-
mitted a letter to the UGC,
saying that the regulations
went against the “principle
of natural justice”. In their
letter, submitted through
the Vice-Chancellor of the
University, the students’
union said that these regu-
lations may disturb the
“balance” at university
campuses and could create
an atmosphere of “fear

and distrust”, potentially
leading to the regulations’
“misuse”.

Amid growing criticism,
BJP MP from Jharkhand
Nishikant Dubey said on
social media that “all mis-
conceptions” about the
new regulations would
soon be addressed.

The UGC notified the
2026 regulations on Janu-
ary 13, updating its 2012
regulations on the same
subject. The revised rules
defined “caste-based dis-
crimination” as discrimi-
nation “only on the basis of
caste or tribe” against
members of the Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
and Other Backward Class-
es, further removing a pro-
vision for punishments for

false complaints, which
was present in a draft cir-
culated in 2025.

These are among the
principal issues that oppo-
nents of the regulations
have cited, arguing that the
definition excludes stu-
dents from the general ca-
tegory. They also said that
this would create a pre-
sumption of guilt against
them.

However, even as the
uproar against the regula-
tions gathered steam,
some anti-caste activists
have argued that the new
regulations did not protect
the Scheduled Caste, Sche-
duled Tribe, and Other
Backward Classes strongly
enough from the discrimi-
nation they face.

Nethrapal, a serving IRS
officer, articulated this po-
sition in a thread on X, say-
ing that the 2026 regula-
tions are missing specific
forms of discrimination
that SC, ST, and OBC stu-
dents face during specific
higher education process-
es like admissions, inter-
views and oral examina-
tions. He also alleged that
omnibus equity commit-
tees would not be able to
address specific discrimi-
nations faced by SC/ST stu-
dents sufficiently.

March of the Republic

TS DI ATAT
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Uproar intensifies against new UGC equity regulations

¢ geiiet Jaar ol & fRaame faiy o

Several groups have alleged bias against ‘general category’ students, while anti-caste
activists say the new regulations do not adequately protect SC, ST, and OBC students from
discrimination.

H3 JUE! A AT TP & B & RIATE eI BT ARIY T 7, Saies sfa-faRish
Srdwateil 31 He 8 b Tu g9 T, Tadl iR siidiht ol & Youma I wafa wu 3
GRI& el d|

Opposition against the University Grants Commission (UGC)’'s new regulations on the
promotion of equity in higher education campuses intensified on Monday, with critics
questioning the 2026 rules’ definition of “caste-based discrimination” and alleging bias
against “general category” students in not providing for measures against “false
complaints”.

fayfaemera srgem™ smaiT (gl & S= Rigm akeRt & Turar &) 9gmar 31 9 9 AU
fFgHl & RIes FHAR o ARty ool 81 71, S8t sfTaiae! A 2026 & st o «sfa-smuria
UGHTT” ST IRUTHT TR FaTd ITY SR “gt RIepraai” & fas SR 7 89 3 dh “qrH=a
T & BT & Ul U&UTd BT SRY TR

A writ petition challenging the University Grants Commission (Promotion of Equity in
Higher Education Institutions) Regulations, 2026 has been (Jled in the Supreme Court by
Mrityunjay Tiwari, a post-doctoral researcher at the Banaras Hindu University, Uttar
Pradesh.

fayfeamey sge™ manT (= Riem R & FHar ®) geran) fafeam, 2026 &1 AR
37 areht U e anferet gt s & gogorg faarst, aarw g gy, sl wewr & te
URe-STqeRd RNyl gRT ARR $1 75 g

Political opposition to the regulations has also grown. Rajya Sabha member Priyanka
Chaturvedi took to social media, calling for the regulations to be “withdrawn or amended
as necessary”. Uttar Pradesh Bharatiya Janata Party MLC Devendra Pratap Singh has
written to the UGC, saying it should be concerned with protecting discrimination against
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Dalits and backward class students, and not with “making general category students
feel unsafe”.

el & faes Ieifae faRiey ot 5g1 31 IsaauT Jew e agddl A diva Mifsar w
= ! ) “aTa A9 a7 SMTIRIHATTIAR UG B S AN ST | IR US HRAT
ST UTd THUERi 3ds wary Rig A geiet &) vz feraa wel @ 6 39 gferal oik fUss avf
& BEI & RIATH VUG I IS ! GRET DI KT B! A1feT, A fob A= Ot & STl B
IR TeqH PR D1

Student bodies have also joined the opposition. The students’ union of Kumaun
University in Uttarakhand’s Nainital has submitted a letter to the UGC, saying that the
regulations went against the “principle of natural justice”.

BT "re+1 A off Ty & fewn foran B | SwRes & A-itara fRud $urs; fayfaamea ot s
Y 7 gt & U3 Giuaw Fel ¢ i 3 oy “urpfas =ama & Rigia & faames |

In their letter, submitted through the Vice-Chancellor of the University, the students’ union
said that these regulations may disturb the “balance” at university campuses and could
create an atmosphere of “fear and distrust”, potentially leading to the regulations' misuse”.

RfRaraa 3 pauf F Trem 3 9 7T TS 13§, 5 99 3 He 6 3 P Ry
IRERI & “Tger” &1 faTe Iavd § IR “H 3R SIfIYRT” &1 T18iat o1 o) o, o gl
F “FSUANT” Pt JUTGT B
Amid growing criticism, BJP MP from Jharkhand Nishikant Dubey said on social media that
“all misconceptions” about the new regulations would soon be addressed.
el A & d19, FRGS A YIST Jidg FHiRreid ga = i fifsar w® og1 fo 71
fgHl &1 der “TqUt Taaw A Sieg 1 X B S|
The UGC noted the 2026 regulations on January 13, updating its 2012 regulations on the
same subject.

= 13 SFIaY 1 2026 & T o ifRgfd fovar, S 3 favy wR 39 2012 & st
BT ST & |
The revised rules delIned “caste-based discrimination” as discrimination “only on the
basis of caste or tribe” against members of the Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes,
and Other Backward Classes, further removing a provision for punishments for false
complaints, which was present in a draft circulated in 2025.
TN oot & «Sirfa-smemia WeHTa” & Sr_gfRId STfd, SrRgfRId Sl 3R 3/
ot 31 & vl & RIAw “&Had S a1 ST & YR WR” YGHE & U § gRUTd
%w%, T g St RIpradl W S &1 WaYT ger T, O 2025 H UG A9iG §

YTl

These are among the principal issues that opponents of the regulations have cited, arguing
that the delnition excludes students from the general category.
Y 3 T el § I § a1 garan Fadt o faRifer 3 3o 8, a8 ad <d gu fo g8 ufeum
=g it & ST B SR IR ol
They also said that this would create a presumption of guilt against them.
I5i- a8 Ht Bl b T 39 RIATw Iy $t U 59 Se |
However, even as the uproar against the regulations gathered steam, some anti-caste
activists have argued that the new regulations did not protect the Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe, and Other Backward Classes strongly enough from the discrimination
they face.

gTaifer, SR-oR fadt & e fary dwt gon, oo wfa-faRieh srfwate 3 o foan f& Tu
oy srggfua wnfa, sragfa senfa ok o fUesT o &1 3% A o a1 YeuTa
T &0 ¥ QR 6] HRd |

Nethrapal, a serving IRS mover, articulated this position in a thread on X, saying that the
2026 regulations are missing specific forms of discrimination that SC, ST, and OBC
students face during specific higher education processes like admissions, interviews and
oral examinations.

PR MR UPRT ATUTA - TR R TH IS T T8 U8 3@ g4 Hal o 2026 &
H got, Tadt R iR BT 31 yaw, AR IR Mife wdensi S fafdy 3= fRen
Ufsharaft & TR ot us- arcil fafy yeR $t Agure o1 Iwike 81 7|
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o He also alleged that omnibus equity committees would not be able to address specific
discriminations faced by SC/ST students.

34 gg Wt 3RIY T fr gwy gHTar aftfaat Taitead o gR1 9 9 ara fafky
NeHTd B! Tafd TU I ST 76t B urah|

March of the Republic

While celebrating achievements, the
government must not ignore challenges

resi!en[ Droupa!‘ Murmu reflected on
P India’s democratic and development

journey on the eve of India’s 77th Repu-
blic Day. Her emphasis was rightly on the self-re-
liance of the country in all fields and India’s role
as a messenger of peace and stability in a world
that is increasingly fractious. Ms. Murmu high-
lighted recent national achievements and
touched upon political and cultural themes that
are currently the priorities of the Centre. She not-
ed that the national song, Vande Mataram, was a
“lyrical national prayer” even as the country cele-
brates the 150th anniversary of its composition,
and also paid tribute to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
whose 150th birth anniversary was celebrated re-
cently, for his role in unifying the nation. The
commander-in-chief also hailed the success of
Operation Sindoor, which involved precision
strikes against terror infrastructure, and credited
it to India’s growing self-reliance in defence. The
President said India’s progress towards becoming
the third largest global economy was well on
track, and commended economic reforms such
as the GST and the new Labour Codes. She noted
the great strides achieved by the country’s wo-
men in fields ranging from agriculture to space,
and their critical role as voters. Farmers, sanita-
tion workers, teachers, scientists, and healthcare
professionals also found special mention in the
President’s speech.

The President invoked the idea of constitution-
al nationalism. Republic Day celebrations are an
annual occasion to revisit the ideals of the Consti-
tution and to review its progress in principle and
practice. Cataloguing the achievements of the
country is motivating, but also essential on such
occasions is self-reflection. Economic growth or
military prowess are not the sole markers of pro-
gress for any nation. Singing paeans to the Consti-
tution is one thing, but delivering on its princi-
ples by protecting the rights of citizens and
discharging the duties of the state is quite anoth-
er. The state in its self-congratulatory posture, as
reflected in the President’s speech, must not ig-
nore the many struggles of the citizenry that per-
sist even in the eighth decade of the Republic. Ci-
vilisational pride cannot be a ruse to overshadow
the material questions of the present. Republic
Day celebrates the ideals of the Constitution. Sec-
tarian politics, the weakening of the federal cha-
racter of the Republic, and corruption should not
be allowed to undermine those ideals.

Margh of the Republic
LGP IRIE]]

o  While celebrating achievements, the government must not ignore
challenges.

IudfRrl &1 I T T Ht TWHR S gAfaal Bt e Tet dxet
Gy

. President Droupadi Murmu reflected on India’s democratic and
development journey on the eve of India’s 77th Republic Day.
JIyafd Sudt g 3 HRA & 77d 0T fdad $ gd JT IR HRA B
Abdid 3R faem Il W R fa

. Her emphasis was rightly on the self-reliance of the country in all
fields and India’s role as a messenger of peace and stability in a world
that is increasingly fractious.

T SR I T4 3 Tt &l § <=1 Pt et Rar ok asht @ fawifoa
Brcht g & URd &1 i 3R FRRAT & Ye=@es &1 Yffe R oIl

. Ms. Murmu highlighted recent national achievements and touched
upon political and cultural themes that are currently the priorities of the

Centre.

gt T A BT Bt AP SUATA! B IR BT 3R IAIfd d Fepiaad
fawal R a1 31, S adT= B g &1 wrufiywand g

. She noted that the national song, Vande Mataram, was a “lyrical
national prayer” even as the country celebrates the 150th anniversary of
its composition, and also paid tribute to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, whose

150th birth anniversary was celebrated recently, for his role in unifying the

nation.

3517 BT o AE 7d 4 AR Th “STIATeds AP YT 8, Fafdh o=
T T F 1508 T4 BT I 1 1 7, 3R ST o1 o | T18 18
HIGR TEAHNTS Ud &1 15091 Srdelt & Haw H AP ThIur H Il
Hi¥epT o forT I gioter |l |

e  The commander-in-chief also hailed the success of Operation
Sindoor, which involved precision strikes against terror infrastructure, and
credited it to India’s growing self-reliance in defence.

137 B AT FATUfT A STIRH Rig & Iwhadr o1 off u=ien &1, forad
3T U TR HEIP gHA fHT MY A, 3R SUBT 9T HURA BT &M &7 H
Faait STetrvRar &1 faa|

e  The President said India’s progress towards becoming the third
largest global economy was well on track, and commended economic
reforms such as the GST and the new Labour Codes.

YUl A el fob 3T B Rt T St SAaaIT 1 1 32 § HRA B W Het I
IR g, 3R 351 SHTAS! quT 1 9w dfgansii S oiffe url &1 e &t

e She noted the great strides achieved by the country’s women in fields ranging from
agriculture to space, and their critical role as voters.

35 BN Y A SHdARE aPh & &1 T = B Algarsll gRI BT T Iceia-1g Tl BT Ieard
foa, a1 Haerarsll & ¥ § 3@ Heayu! i W &1 feamar|

o Farmers, sanitation workers, teachers, scientists, and healthcare professionals also found
special mention in the President’s speech.

Ul & HIvu H fram, Fasdr o, Rige, are, sk wreaeH] o faRy Iwie & w4

# i R
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o The President invoked the idea of constitutional nationalism.
Jyufd 3 HALfre IIPATE BT SEYURUN BT 3EH foba|

o Republic Day celebrations are an annual occasion to revisit the ideals of the Constitution and
to review its progress in principle and practice.
T fea THRIE TfaU™ & 3=l IR GAfdaR & 3R Rigid 9 TagR aFl # 39! wifd
B! TEET HRA T AP AR B

e Cataloguing the achievements of the country is motivating, but also essential on such
occasions is self-reflection.
?ﬁm@ﬁaﬂa@-ﬁﬁ@ﬁwaﬂ% AT T 3faaRl R 3re-fia=t ot a1 8t siaxas

|

e Economic growth or military prowess are not the sole markers of progress for any nation.
i faopra a1 =0 2fa foreht ot 1y 6t omify & bt AU S e €

e Singing paeans to the Constitution is one thing, but delivering on its principles by protecting
the rights of citizens and discharging the duties of the state is quite another.
AT B IR HRAT TP S @, Al ARIRSD! & SATYBRI BT & HRp AR I & Hied! Bl
e B IUd Rigial B A B e d ol a1d g

e The state in its self-congratulatory posture, as reflected in the President’s speech, must not
ignore the many struggles of the citizenry that persist even in the eighth decade of the
Republic.
IFUT & U1 & FADd AT B SHTH-URHTTD 90 & s, I TURTT & 3HTSd g=1ah 1 +f
TR ARIRGD! & 3% TUH! B SFCH! Tg! B! MY

e Civilisational pride cannot be a ruse to overshadow the material questions of the present.
IGANT TRE GHH B Hifdd TrETS B g &1 98I ol a1 bl

o Republic Day celebrates the ideals of the Constitution.
e faw Tfaum & sme=if &1 I g

e Sectarian politics, the weakening of the federal character of the Republic, and corruption
should not be allowed to undermine those ideals.

JiUeTie Ao, TR & 6 IRA BT HAGR 8T, 3R YTTER B 37 S Bl AR
DA DI AT 1 it ST =R Tl

Constitutional Nationalism

Constitutional nationalism is a form of nationalism in which the Constitution becomes the
primary source of national identity, unity, and legitimacy.

o It means the nation is held together not mainly by religion, ethnicity, language,
or culture, but by shared constitutional principles such as justice, liberty,
equality, fraternity, democracy, and rule of law.

e Inshort, itis the idea that “India is a nation because of its Constitution”,
and citizens’ loyalty should be to the Constitutional order rather than to any
single cultural or religious identity.

Constitutional nationalism as a modern form of nationalism

e Traditional nationalism often relies on a “single identity glue” (one language, race, religion, or
culture).

° However, in a diverse country like India, such a model creates risk of exclusion, majoritarian
dominance, and social conflict.

e  Constitutional nationalism provides a unifying framework that can accommodate pluralism
while preserving national unity.
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1. | IAS candidates may have to sit for screening test

TS SHNGAR] DI TP X 1 US Hhdl &

IAS candidates may have to

sit for smee;:gﬁ test
New De 1, jan. .2 e union rublic Tvice

Commission is thinking of streamlining the
whole scheme of examinations for the Indian
Administrative Service and other Central
services so as to make it more fool-proof and
ensure that only the right type of candidates
finally get into the posts.

From a little over 11,000 who appeared for
the IAS and allied services in 1970, the figure has
swelled to nearly 30,000 in 1975. The increase
has become more pronounced in the last three
or four years.

Though the vacancies and the jobs for which
the examinations are held have also risen, the
Commission is faced with the problem of having
to select the right type of persons from a very
large number of young men and women. It has
also become a little difficult to get the required
number of suitable examiners to value the
scripts.

One of the many suggestions that have been
considered is that there should be a preliminary
screening examination especially for the IAS.
Those who qualify in the first test alone will be
entitled to take the final examination. The
details of this proposal, which is likely to be
finally accepted by the Commission, are being
worked out.

IAS candidates may have to sit for screening
test

gnéqwauﬂaaﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬂéwémqsm

. New Delhi, Jan. 26.: The Union Public Service
Commission is thinking of streamlining the whole scheme of
examinations for the Indian Administrative Service and
other Central services so as to make it more fool-proof and
ensure that only the right type of candidates get into the
posts.

T3 et 26 FHa): Wg AP 4T TANT URHT URIfA®
AT IR 30 B Aareii & forg wiemadt 31 g Fior Bt
JHafYd F- R IR &R @1 3, difes 39 3iferes Ffexfed
ST 1 b 3R T8 YA forar o web b sida: baa e
UHR & HIGAR 81 Y&l db Ugd|

o From a little over 11,000 who appeared for the IAS

and allied services in 1970, the [Igure has swelled to nearly
30,000 in 1975.

1970 H MW MY Hag Aar3il &1 wien & Wi g+ ardt
11,000 ¥ $3 31 IHIGAR] B! TBAT 1975 T FGHR TRTHT
30,000 1 7T & |

. The increase has become more pronounced in the
last three or four years.

foge 9 a1 IR 9t & 78 3 IR iftres Ty 1 7T B

. Though the vacancies and the jobs for which the

examinations are held have also risen, the Commission is faced with the problem of having
to select the right type of persons from a very large number of young men and women.

ey iS5 Ual 3R
ST &1 go! T § a1 gout
BT JIAT BT US 38T &

[ & o Tiemy Smiford &1 S §, ST e W 91 &, e ot

3R Azt 7 J T8 YR & Afdaal o1 98- B &I AT

e |t has also become a little difficult to get the required number of suitable examiners to value

the scripts.

JIWR YRABTS BT G-I B & [0 IS TSAT T I URIefh! Dl U HA1 Ul $©

CARERS IR

¢ One of the many suggestions that have been considered is that there should be a
preliminary screening examination especially for the IAS.

faeR T 70 % gairdl # § Te U6 ? b fa9w wu F ey & R te urfire s

gite g T

o Those who qualify in the first test alone will be entitled to take the nal examination.

Fad ggt SWIcaR 3ifad THam 7 s34 & Ui 8 Sl ugel udtem # 3ol gl

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Page17

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




9971932488 1

H YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

o The details of this proposal, which is likely to be Tnally accepted by the Commission, are
being worked out.

Y Y19 & fIarr, oY ST gRT 3idd: WeR fHT S o1 THTGT 8, IR SRl fbar &1 X1 8
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India, EU close in on FTA
as negotiations conclude

Both sides set to announce conclusion of talks as PM Modi and EU leaders, including chief von der

Leyen, hold summit today; deal approved by both sides, final text to be ready after ‘legal scrubbing’

Suhasini Haidar
T.C.A. Sharad avan
NEW DELHI

“successful India”
A is in the world’s in-
terest, said visiting

European Union (EU) lead-
ers who attended the Re-
public Day parade on Mon-
day, as officials here
confirmed that negotia-
tions for the EU-India Free
Trade Agreement (FTA)
have been concluded.

“Official level negotia-
tions are being concluded
and both sides are all set to
announce the successful
conclusion of FTA talks on
Tuesday,” Commerce Se-
cretary Rajesh Agrawal
told presspersons on
Monday.

Separately, sources in
the Commerce Ministry
said that negotiations were
concluded on Friday and
the deal was approved by
both sides on Saturday.
They added that the final
text would be readied once
it was “scrubbed” by the
legal teams of both sides.

The announcement is
part of a number of other
agreements, including a se-
curity and defence part-
nership, energy coopera-
tion and a mobility
agreement, expected to be
signed during the EU-India
summit on Tuesday to be

Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives EU chief Ursula von der
Leyen at the Republic Day celebrations in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, EU Com-
mission President Ursula
von der Leyen, and Euro-
pean Council President
Antonio Costa.

The EU leaders on Mon-
day witnessed the 77th Re-
public Day parade where
India’s military hardware
and marching contingents,
particularly those involved
in Operation Sindoor in
May 2025 against Pakistan,
were showcased.

‘A new global order’
The presence of the EU’s
top leadership “under-
scores the  growing
strength of the India-Euro-
pean Union partnership
and our commitment to
shared values”, Mr. Modi
said in a social media post.
“A successful India

makes the world more sta-
ble, prosperous and se-
cure,” Ms. von der Leyen
said in a post, adding that
the world’s largest democ-
racies Europe and India
are committed to shaping
“anew global order”.

“An opportunity to re-
call the importance of the
action of the EU Naval
Forces to enhance mari-
time security and protect
the freedom of navigation,
in particular in the Indo
Pacific,” Mr. Costa said on
social media, steering clear
of any contentious refe-
rences to the war in Eu-
rope.

Monday’s parade also
saw EU defence comman-
ders taking part in the
event for the first time,
while the EU Presidents
were later hosted at Rash-

trapati Bhawan by Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu.

Significantly, much of
the hardware that Ms. von
der Leyen and Mr. Costa
witnessed in Monday’s pa-
rade was Russian-made or
designed and has been
sanctioned under various
EU sanction packages
since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.

The EU-India FTA con-
clusion marks the end of a
two-decades-old process,
after talks were first
launched in 2007. The
talks have faltered on a
number of occasions, par-
ticularly over seemingly ir-
reconcilable issues like
market access for “sensi-
tive” European agricultu-
ral and dairy items, envi-
ronmental  regulations,
investment and immigra-
tion.

After a freeze on talks
between 2014 and 2022,
the talks were relaunched
with more pragmatic goals,
and both sides have report-
edly agreed to set aside
sectors where they failed
to find common ground.

Once the FTA is an-
nounced on Tuesday, offi-
cials will complete the le-
gal scrubbing, and it will be
sent to all 27 EU states after
being translated, before it
is ratified by the European
Parliament.

India, EU close in on FTA as negotiations conclude

YR, WU T° THEIT & H34, Iaid Jud

¢ Both sides set to announce conclusion of talks as PM Modi and EU leaders, including chief
von der Leyen, hold summit today; deal approved by both sides, final text to be ready after

‘legal scrubbing’
S T8t 31T g A SR qRIVH g & Adr, S g ate 3 a4 widd €, & RRR
FITH & R aTdl o GHIYA ST GIV0N A d1d §; THSG DI &l Ugl 31wl e 9ol 3,
BT ST & 915 SHfaH U1 TR g

o A“successful India” is in the world’s interest, said visiting European Union (EU) leaders
who attended the Republic Day parade on Monday, as officials here confirmed that
negotiations for the EU-India Free Trade Agreement (FTA) have been concluded.

“HEA HRT g1 P Rd # B, 98 THaR 1 Turds feaw ks § wiftre gU 3imige g
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WY (EU) & I1efl A a1, Safd gsl iRl 3 gfY &1 fos $g-4Ra Jad ATIR wwsiid
(FTA) &1 araid g8 81 9! g
“Official level negotiations are being concluded and both sides are all set to announce the
successful conclusion of FTA talks on Tuesday,” Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal told
presspersons on Monday.
“3MIPBTRG TR BI I FHI B ol X51 § AR a1 G& HIAAR BT THE ardish & b
FHTOH & IT0N = & oY (R &, Aoy Afera 1o SrmaTd = GHaR & THeRI 9 &gl
Separately, sources in the Commerce Ministry said that negotiations were concluded on
Friday and the deal was approved by both sides on Saturday.
ST W, IS HATET & ! A gl [ arait YhaR &1 3 g3 IR JHSHd B IR B gl
Tefl 3 HeRt dll
They added that the final text would be readied once it was “scrubbed” by the legal teams of
both sides.
Igi- ST fob gt vl &t Tt <l gRT “oirer T o1 & a1 sifaw ute darR fosan S|
The announcement is part of a number of other agreements, including a security and
defence partnership, energy cooperation and a mobility agreement, expected to be
signed during the EU-India summit on Tuesday to be attended by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, and European Council
President Antonio Costa.
g G0N s 3= GHENA! BT T §, For T e 3R T&m Areier), Sl gganT 3R
wifaferdt Tusiar wid §, foF W HaaR 1 g1 9 §g9-HRd ReR e & gur=es
% T, Y SATANT Sremes YT a1 S AU SR R ufkwe sremer Teif gl wiwer o
SufRf 7 gXTeR B 1 IFfE §
The EU leaders on Monday witnessed the 77th Republic Day parade where India’s military
hardware and marching contingents, particularly those involved in Operation Sindoor in May
2025 against Pakistan, were showcased.
AR &1 37 Aarsit 3 774 0T f&aq We &1 <, ST81 YR & 4= IS 3R AT
%?I%mf o) wg 2025 T wifdrwar & A o= Rigr # e sorsal, welkia ot

I

‘A new global order’
U T AP HaRIT

The presence of the EU’s top leadership “underscores the growing strength of the India-
European Union partnership and our commitment to shared values”, Mr. Modi said in a
social media post.

39 & Y A9 &1 U “URE-GRITHT g ATRIeR &1 Jedt didd SR a1em Teal & ufa
TAR] el I X@iihd ol &,” 8 Hidl 3 Fierer Hifsan uike & &1

“A successful India makes the world more stable, prosperous and secure,” Ms. von der
Leyen said in a post, adding that the world’s largest democracies Europe and India are
committed to shaping “a new global order”.

TP Ahd YR -1 B! S fRR, a93 iR W@ s a8, gRaa SR BT
URe & Fgl, 3R SieT f& gfar ot gad 981 aiddd RIU 3R URd “TS 713 A& qawr Fi
3MMHR 37 & e ufdes 8|
“An opportunity to recall the importance of the action of the EU Naval Forces to enhance
maritime security and protect the freedom of navigation, in particular in the Indo Pacific,”
Mr. Costa said on social media, steering clear of any contentious references to the war in
Europe.

3G RS @i 3T PRATS & T5d B TG B BT TR, Al TS JR&T BT TGIT off Th
3R o =u T g8 Wffher & Hiaga & TaaadT o1 & B o Jb,” & BT 3 A
e W Fel, W § gg & forst +ft faarerue deuf @ 9= gul
Monday’s parade also saw EU defence commanders taking part in the event for the first time,
while the EU Presidents were later hosted at Rashtrapati Bhawan by President Droupadi
Murmu.
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IR &1 WS H Ugell IR 3G & HHS A Ht Wi foran, Siafes s1e # g sregedl 1 wrgufa
Ha ¥ Irgufal Fudt 3o gR7 Aer 1 T

e Significantly, much of the hardware that Ms. von der Leyen and Mr. Costa witnessed in
Monday’s parade was Russian-made or designed and has been sanctioned under various
EU sanction packages since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in February 2022.
AEAYUl ¥Y ¥, GHaR &t IRe § it ai 3% A3 3R St PiveT gRT a1 77 S =
JuesRu w1-FAfifa a1 fewms= forar gem U ofik wRast 2022 T 9 & b W MHAU &
15 fafira g ufeey Goeil & dga ufasfid far g1

e The EU-India FTA conclusion marks the end of a two-decades-old process, after talks were
first launched in 2007.
39-URd THEIT &1 Fmd g1 a=rer R4 uferanr & 3id &1 fifgd Fva 8, 919 araid gl IR
2007 T & &1 T8 |

o The talks have faltered on a number of occasions, particularly over seemingly irreconcilable
issues like market access for “sensitive” European agricultural and dairy items,
environmental regulations, mvestment and immigration.
aTeiid S Hichl R S, fARwehy Haeriter R Py o Suf Ieural & forw STeiR
Ugd, yatavelta faffaw, A ok smyary S udfid 89 ard SRiTTd Tgf W

o After a freeze on talks between 2014 and 2022, the talks were relaunched with more
pragmatic goals, and both sides have reportedly agreed to set aside sectors where they failed
to find common ground.
2014 3R 2022 & 9 raislt W AF & d1e, S GGG A&l & Iy s fohR A L= o
gs;smﬁqﬁé? 3ER ST gall ¥ 3 &5 Bl 31eNT TG IR YA SIS ¢ Sfel ATei SMUR Tel

|

e Once the FTA is announced on Tuesday, officials will complete the legal scrubbing, and it
will be sent to all 27 EU states after being translated, before it is ratified by the European
Parliament.

HAICAR 1 THENY ST HIon 8 & S, HfeRt St st g 3, 3R 3Fare & o1e 39
it 27 g 3= BT VST ST, THY U b S QRIVI o gRI SrHifed faar s

Nation’s pride: India’s soft power and military
might melded at the Republic Day parade in
New Delhi on Monday.

TP TRa: vﬁwaﬁﬂs‘ﬁﬁ“rﬁwm
WS H HRA BT W% AR SR I =i 1
|

. Nation’s pride: India’s soft power and military
might melded at the Republic Day parade in New Delhi on
Monda

Tr@m%rd YRA B WIUE UTaR IR A= T B M0
fead uvs ¥ % fewit o HivarR &1 IH|

. CRPF and Sashastra Seema Bal women personnel
defy gravity;
Nation’s pride: India’s soft power and military might melded at the ;ﬂ‘arn‘tﬂ‘q‘q; \3ﬁ? I m d9d a?,er ]q‘%?ﬂ' a;ﬁth’ ﬁ'

Republic Day parade in New Delhi on Monday. 1: CRPF and Sashastra a'ﬂ
Seema Bal women personnel defy gravity; 2: the 61 Cavalry team in Wﬁh’[ ﬂ; | Ei ?ﬁ

battle gear; 3: the ng\n{ly raised Bhairav t?attalion makes its debut; 4: ° the 61 cavalry team in battle gear

the Union Culture Ministry tableau marking 150 years of Vande

Mataram; 5: Antonio Costa, President of the European Council, Ursula 61 aﬁﬁﬁ Eﬁ-q g@ ;"\_Tﬁ W

von der Leyen, President of the European Commission and Prime ° the newly raised Bhairav battalion makes its
Minister Narendra Modi; and 6: double-humped Bactrian camels and

Zanskar ponies of the armed forces trot down Kartavya Path. SUSHIL debut;

KUMAR VERMA/ SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR/PTI/ANI q’a‘l‘[%_d 'ﬂQa' HETPQ'RJ'_‘[ ﬁ' 'q’siﬂ' dR mﬁ' é‘};

e the Union Culture Ministry tableau marking 150 years of Vande Mataram;

FE TPl HATAT B P 9 AR F 150 T TR T FHT Ui,
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Antonio Costa, President of the European Council, Ursula von der Leyen, President of

the European Commission and Prime Minister Narendra Modi;

PIeer, QRIUTE URuE ¥ Sreae), ST ar X Aa, RIUTT STERT F sremer AR

FUTHHAT % AT,

e double-humped Bactrian camels and Zanskar ponies of the armed forces trot down
Kartavya Path.

UIRA 94l & & $IS AT dfeed e 3R FiR eeg Hasd UY TR Iad gul

Venezuela’s oil collapse is plunging Cuba info crisis

The US’s invasion of Venezuela has triggered power cuts, fuel shortages and food supply disruptions in Cuba

| DATA POINT |

Devyanshi Bihani
Srinivasan Ramani

mong the nearly 100 peo-
A ple who died during the

U.S. military incursion in
Venezuela that led to the abduc-
tion of President Nicolas Maduro,
there were 32 Cubans who were
part of Mr. Maduro’s security de-
tail. Their presence reflects the in-
tricate relations shared between
Havana and Caracas.

Ever since Venezuela has been
ruled by the Bolivarians, a move-
ment led by former President Hu-
go Chavez, it has forged close ties
with Cuba. Caracas has served as
Cuba’s main source of imported oil
under the  “oil-for-doctors”
scheme — Venezuela supplying
subsidised crude in exchange for
medical services, technology, and
military assistance. (Chart 1) This
was a major salve for a country
starved of power supplies because
of years of an economic embargo,
called a blockade by the Cubans,
imposed by the U.S.

But the recent U.S. seizures of
Venezuela-linked oil tankers has
cut off deliveries to Cuba almost
entirely since December 2025.
This triggered a chain reaction of
shortages — prolonged power cuts,
fuel shortages, and transportation
and food supply disruptions.

Cuba’s oil dependency is struc-
tural. Oil accounts for 83% of total
power generation. The power gen-
erated from oil rose steadily from
about 12,700 GWh in 2000 to
16,500 GWh in 2023. (Chart 2).
Notably, oil products make up 56%
of Cuba’s total energy consump-
tion, feeding industry, transport,
agriculture, and households.

The energy crunch does not just
dim the lights; it disrupts Cuba’s
food supply chains. The country
imports roughly 80% of its food,
and prolonged blackouts interrupt
refrigeration that are vital for pre-
serving perishables.

In 2022, Venezuela supplied

75% of Cuba’s crude oil imports,
with Russia accounting for the re-
maining 25%. But by 2023, Cuba
began diversifying: Venezuela’s
share dropped to 58%, Mexico
emerged as a significant supplier
at 31%, and Russia’s share fell to
11%. (Chart 3).

By 2025, oil imports from Vene-
zuela had shrunk drastically. Reu-
ters reporting shows Venezuela
sent roughly 26,500 barrels per
day to Cuba in 2025, covering
about one-third of its daily needs.
Mexico supplied about 5,000 bpd,
while Russia and other allies con-
tributed only limited amounts.
Moreover, the Mexican President
has explicitly said that the country
is not scaling up output to meet
Cuba’s escalating needs.

The dire situation Cuba faces is
largely a result of the long-running
U.S. embargo, which began in 1962
following the Cuban Revolution
and nationalisation of industries,
including foreign-owned ones.
The U.S. tightened the embargo
significantly with multiple legisla-
tions in the 1990s.

The embargo has also resulted
in Cuba’s financial exclusion from
world trade, since all dollar tran-
sactions must clear through Amer-
ican banks. The U.S. redesignation
of Cuba as a “State Sponsor of Ter-
rorism” in 2021 deepened this iso-
lation; Cuban authorities have doc-
umented over 1,000 instances of
foreign banks refusing services
between 2021 and 2024.

UNCTAD data shows Cuba slid-
ing from modest trade surpluses in
the mid-2000s to deep and persis-
tent deficits. By 2022, the trade
deficit stood at $4.4 billion; it
further deteriorated to $13.9 bil-
lion in 2023, the worst figure in the
series. (Chart 4)

With no purchasing power and
restricted access to credit markets,
Cuba cannot simply buy oil on
commercial terms. The collapse of
the Venezuelan arrangement fol-
lowing the U.S. invasion has exa-
cerbated Cuba’s foreign exchange
crisis and severely crippled its eco-
nomy.

Cuba’s energy crunch

The data were saurced from the International Energy Agency, the ULS. Energy Information Assessment, F

UN Trade and Development, the Werld Food programme and the American Economic Assaciation

Y Supply severed: The Liberian-flagged ail tan ker salls thraugh Havana Ray ofter departing Mexico's state-owned ofl
company Pemex terminal in Veracruz to deliver refined fuel for Cuba

CHART 1: Exports of professional services from Cuba and oil
imports from Venezuela to Cuba from 2004 to 2018
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CHART 2: Units of electricity generated using oil in Cuba
from 2020 to 2024
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Venezuela’s oil collapse is plunging Cuba into crisis

AASEAT P A U | ST e § ST 8T &

o The U.S.’s invasion of Venezuela has triggered power cuts, fuel shortages and food
supply disruptions in Cuba.

TR U.S. & AT & HRUT 7T § faorelt weledt, Sem ot ot ofk @rey smyfd o
YU UG g3 &

Cuba—Venezuela oil ties and the U.S. embargo

FIET-IGUAT dd e 3R AR afaay

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page22



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Among the nearly 100 people who died during the U.S. military incursion in Venezuela that
led to the abduction of President Nicolas Maduro, there were 32 Cubans who were part of
Mr. Maduro’s security detail.

IR Nicolas Maduro & 30Ul A o S dTel! dquaT # 3ARST 8= gols & GRA AR
T AT 100 GRT & 32 TS 2t &, S off TGl ot R < &1 g U
Their presence reflects the intricate relations shared between Havana and Caracas.

I SURRUT GaHIT 3R BRIPH & o1F P Sifed Jaeil &Y il g

Ever since Venezuela has been ruled by the Bolivarians, a movement led by former
President Hugo Chavez, it has forged close ties with Cuba.

w@éﬁwwqﬁmﬁ%{ Hugo Chavez % - dTdl Bolivarians &1 X9 8T 8, A9 9 39
FE & 1Y UHE Yey FL ¢ |

Caracas has served as Cuba’s main source of imported oil under the “oil-for-doctors”
scheme — Venezuela supplying subsidised crude in exchange for medical services,
technology, and military assistance. (Chart 1)

“oil-for-doctors” AT & T8d HRIHY TS & AT ddt BT &7 HId @1 &, Fored a-equa
Rifercar Qarsil, dp-ite 3R I JeTadl & Scd Jfoga! ardl b=l dd Sl g | (Chart 1)

This was a major salve for a country starved of power supplies because of years of an
economic embargo, called a blockade by the Cubans, imposed by the U.S.

T8 39 <X & forg St g ot 57 anf § 3! gRT e 7T e ufse (o agars
“TADH S HEA ) B BRUT Holt MYl Bt HH J ST @7 Tl

But the recent U.S. seizures of Venezuela-linked oil tankers has cut off deliveries to Cuba
almost entirely since December 2025.

QT IASEaT ¥ T dd Sl @ gIfer SRkt Sad! & d1G December 2025 J ST &1 MTYf
TTHT I8 oRE Fe TS 71

This triggered a chain reaction of shortages — prolonged power cuts, fuel shortages, and
transportation and food supply disruptions.

Y HH B YT Ufaforar L& g8 — S faoialt deld, SU- Bt B, quT uikas SR @
STYfe & qre|

Cuba’s oil dependency is structural.

FET B dd R FRar WRaaes g1

Oil accounts for 83% of total power generation.

F fasTelt It § ad &1 iR 83% 3|

The power generated from oil rose steadily from about 12,700 GWh in 2000 to 16,500 GWh
in 2023. (Chart 2).

I9 T I faotell 2000 H FIHIT 12,700 GWh T AR FGHR 2023 H 16,500 GWh Bl TS|
(Chart 2)

Notably, oil products make up 56% of Cuba’s total energy consumption, feeding industry,
transport, agriculture, and households.

IETHIG T, A IdTE RS B Hd Soll U BT 56% 8, ol ST, IRag, F 3R @RI oI
Sl &d &

The energy crunch does not just dim the lights; it disrupts Cuba’s food supply chains.

il e had AR HH el Hdl, Sfeh T8 TG B @Y SAYfd yaansit o1 oft S1fid Fxar g1
The country imports roughly 80% of its food, and prolonged blackouts interrupt refrigeration
that are vital for preserving perishables.

ST 3 T BT TTHT 80% ST AT &, SR T RABIMIT ORI B ST PR & Sl
TrRrd a3 BT YRIET G- & oI T4 5|

In 2022, Venezuela supplied 75% of Cuba’s crude oil imports, with Russia accounting for the
remaining 25%.

2022 H, ST & e A AT H a-o[ual &1 fTRaRT 75% T, Safd QY 25% =9 I S|
But by 2023, Cuba began diversifying: Venezuela’s share dropped to 58%, Mexico emerged
as a significant supplier at 31%, and Russia’s share fell to 11%. (Chart 3).

Qe 2023 TF a1 A fafaefeor = fovan: dgua & feRIeR] 58% 38 7%, AfRI®! 31% &
1Y TH HedqU! SHTYfcard] F9d U, 3R T B! GG geHR 11% I8 T8 | (Chart 3)

By 2025, oil imports from Venezuela had shrunk drastically.

2025 TP IS[UAT J AT AT Igd dvil J °e 7|
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Reuters reporting shows Venezuela sent roughly 26,500 barrels per day to Cuba in 2025,
covering about one-third of its daily needs.

Reuters &1 RUIféT & SR, 2025 o aﬁTz[Q(_'ﬂ q 4T D1 U 26,500 barrels per day U,
S SD! I SRR BT TTHIT Uah-fagTs Tl

Mexico supplied about 5,000 bpd, while Russia and other allies contributed only limited
amounts.

AfRIHT I THT 5,000 bpd MY BT, Tafh T 3R =7 GeAIfrat &1 At ifed 7en
ol

Moreover, the Mexican President has explicitly said that the country is not scaling up output to
meet Cuba’s escalating needs.

TP 3rerTaT, Afge! & AU 3 WY BT & b G I BI dgalt oewd G PR o IAG
Tl 9gI eI 1

The dire situation Cuba faces is largely a result of the long-running U.S. embargo, which
began in 1962 following the Cuban Revolution and nationalisation of industries, including
foreign-owned ones.

a1 &1 TR FRURY 7 T HROT dd T J T 37 @7 U.S. embargo ©, ST 1962 T o4&
ifd SR IR & AP (=M Wi arell 3p1ed! Aigd) & §1a L= gall

The U.S. tightened the embargo significantly with multiple legislations in the 1990s.

SAR®T A 1990s T B8 HIAI & HILAH T 39 UAaY Bl HIh! G [T

The embargo has also resulted in Cuba’s financial exclusion from world trade, since all dollar
transactions must clear through American banks.

3 Ufaay 3 a1 & fay TR o< &0 ¥ SIe1-ya faan 3, Fiifes gaft STer aFe &l
3kt sl & A1y ¥ faaar g sifard g

The U.S. redesignation of Cuba as a “State Sponsor of Terrorism” in 2021 deepened this
isolation; Cuban authorities have documented over 1,000 instances of foreign banks refusing
services between 2021 and 2024.

2021 ° HdTl @ “State Sponsor of Terrorism” & %0 I Y: TS R TG ST 3R &
T, &1 & RIHTRGT 2021 MR 2024 F T fA¢=f g1 gRT VAN <7 J SAHR & 1,000 A
Hf® AT BT GXATASIHR b B |

UNCTAD data shows Cuba sliding from modest trade surpluses in the mid-2000s to deep and
persistent deficits.

UNCTAD & 3fids feama & f FgaT mid-2000s & AN IR SRy § fhaaed: e 3R
TR °1e | Fal T[4

By 2022, the trade deficit stood at $4.4 billion; it further deteriorated to $13.9 billion in 2023,
the worst figure in the series. (Chart 4)

2022 % AR HICT $4.4 billion T; T8 3T fSTTSHR 2023 A $13.9 billion B! 7T, S 39 gl
1 I TR SHiHST g | (Chart 4)

With no purchasing power and restricted access to credit markets, Cuba cannot simply buy oil
on commercial terms.

H-Tfad B HH R HfSe IoRT g T Ugd & BRI RS aIiofcsds Id! IR T 8 dd
eI @ig g

The collapse of the Venezuelan arrangement following the U.S. invasion has exacerbated
Cuba’s foreign exchange crisis and severely crippled its economy.

AN SHTHHUT & TG AU aTelt HaRIT & Yo = FET & fIe=h o1 Ydhe Hi 3R Tgram e
qYT IHD! refeTa Bl THR ¥ § U & e 81
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alliance?

When was the International Solar Alliance first set up? Where is it based? Will US. actions affect India’s solar module manufacturing capacity? What about

investments in solar power projects? How will it affect African nations and other poorer developing countries?

EXPLAINER

Kunal Shankar
Shikha Kumari. A

The story so far:

n January 7, the U.S.
government announced that it
would withdraw from 66

international organisations.
The reason given was that these bodies no
longer served American interests. Among
them were major climate platforms,
including the International Solar Alliance
(ISA), an organisation headquartered in
India and jointly led by India and France.

What is the ISA?

The ISA was set up in 2015 to make solar
power cheaper and easier to adopt,
especially in developing countries. While
it doesn’t build solar plants itself, it helps
countries access finance, reduce risk for
investors, and speed up solar adoption.
Today, the Alliance has over 120 member
countries and works across Africa, Asia,
and island nations. The U.S. joined fairly
late, in 2021. Over three years, it has
contributed around $2.1 million.

How will U.S. exit affect the ISA?
The U.S. exit will not really harm the
alliance financially. U.S. contribution
made up only about 1% of the Alliance’s
total funds. Indian officials have already
said that the ISA’s day-to-day work will
continue, and that ongoing programmes
will not be shut down. Moreover, training
and capacity-building efforts are still in
place.

But economics is not only about
budgets, it’s also about confidence. And
that’s where the ripple effects begin.

‘What about India’s solar industry?
As India does not depend on the U.S. for
solar panels or key equipment, solar
power will not become more expensive.
In fact, India now makes a large share of
solar components on its own. As of late

L e —

Solar Alliance Assembly, in New Delhi on October 28, 2025. ANI

2025, India’s solar module manufacturing
capacity was close to 144 gigawatts. Solar
cell manufacturing was around 25
gigawatts and is growing fast, with Indian
companies investing across the entire
supply chain.

Moreover, China is by far the largest
producer of high-efficiency mass market
solar modules and cells, with 70% of the
global cell producing capacity. In fact,
India imported about $1.7 billon worth of
Photovoltaic (PV) modules from China in
FY25, as per a Ministry of New and
Renewal Energy (MNRE) report in
Parliament.

This makes it clear that the recent U.S.
decision does not push up project costs in
India. It does not affect electricity tariffs
either. For consumers, nothing changes.

Will investments slow down?
Again, unlikely. Most solar projects in
India are driven by domestic demand.
They are backed by long-term contracts
with state utilities and central agencies.
Investors look at India’s power demand,
policy stability, and growth potential.
The U.S. is not the main source of
funding for Indian solar projects. Indian
banks, global funds, and development
institutions continue to invest based on
India’s market fundamentals. So the
pipeline of projects inside India remains
intact. Even with respect to jobs, India is
relatively well-protected. Solar jobs in
India come mainly from manufacturing,
installation, and operations within the
country. Since India is rapidly building a
strong local manufacturing capacity,

I

Astress factor: President Droupadi Murmu addresses the inaugural session of the Eighth International

these jobs are not affected by U.S. climate
policy. There is even a possible upside. As
the U.S. becomes more inward-looking
and slows renewable approvals at home,
it may still need clean energy equipment.
‘With the U.S. having supply tensions with
China and Mexico, Indian manufacturers
could find openings, either through
exports or by setting up units that meet
U.S. standards. A lot however, hinges on
the ongoing talks for a bilateral trade
agreement between New Delhi and
‘Washington.

Where is the real economic risk?
Mostly outside India. The ISA works
extensively in Africa and poorer
developing countries. These regions
depend heavily on cheap loans and
international cooperation to build solar
projects. When a large economy like the
U.S. steps back from climate engagement,
lenders can turn cautious; projects can
slow down; and decisions can take longer.
If solar growth slows in these regions,
Indian companies looking to expand
abroad may feel the impact.

The ISA is also one of India’s key tools
for climate leadership and diplomacy in
the Global South. It helps India build
influence, open markets, and support
Indian companies overseas. While the
U.S. exit removes one influential partner
and some technical expertise, it does not
change who leads the alliance. India still
does. That leadership now comes with
more responsibility.

‘What next?

Solar power in India does not become
costlier, domestic projects are not
threatened, and jobs inside India remain
secure. The real challenge then is a more
divided global climate landscape, where
cooperation is harder and emerging
markets need to work harder to attract
finance. For India’s solar industry, this is
not a shock. It is a stress test. And
compared with where it stood a few years
ago, India appears to be better prepared
to handle it.

THE GIST

v

The U.S. exit will not really
harm the alliance financially.
U.S. contribution made up only
about 1% of the Alliance’s total
funds.

v

Most solar projects in India are
driven by domestic demand.
They are backed by long-term
contracts with state utilities
and central agencies.

v

The ISA works extensively in
Africa and poorer developing
countries. When a large
economy like the U.S. steps
back from climate
eengagement, lenders can turn
cautious

How will U.S. exit affect solar alliance?

U.S. & dTeR Faaq | IIaR Ak IR T 3R US?

U S. withdrawal from international organlsatlons and the International Solar Alliance (ISA)

TSl | et Bt e AR (ISA)

e OnJanuary 7, the U.S. government announced that it would withdraw from 66 international
organisations.
January 7 1 3RS TSR 7 U1V B fob I8 66 SARRTETT WIS I aT6R (ebet S|

e The reason given was that these bodies no longer served American interests.
PHRUT IE 11 747 fob T TRITY 31d American interests ! Jdl 7] X el |

¢ Among them were major climate platforms, including the International Solar Alliance (ISA),
an organisation headquartered in India and jointly led by India and France.

Rt Searg HI 1} A 2, [ International Solar Alliance (ISA) 1t g, e
TR India 3 € 3R RTGH! Ugad Iqed India and France Hd 2

What is the ISA?
ISA T 2?

e The ISA was set up in 2015 to make solar power cheaper and easier to adopt, especially in
developing countries.

ISA T RITTAT 2015 & TR SHoil B! T 3R UM H 31H §7H & e & 72 off, fagdiwax
famro=ia o= #|

¢ While it doesn’t build solar plants itself, it helps countries access finance, reduce risk for
investors, and speed up solar adoption.
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gIdifd I8 Wad IR Wic g 1T, Aidh1 I8 oMl ®I [dd ad Ugd fed™, ot & shied &l
HH B 3R IR SHoll T Bt UfehaT ool B | A P8

o Today, the Alliance has over 120 member countries and works across Africa, Asia, and
island nations.

3 39 A & U 120 A 34t o™ %QT% 3R g Africa, Asia, and island nations "
B HRAT B

e The U.S. joined fairly late, in 2021.
U.S. STH BTH! R ¥, 2021 T AW g3

e Over three years, it has contributed around $2.1 million.

A auf § 397 ATHT $2.1 million BT ANTEH faar 1

How will U.S. exit affect the ISA?
AT FI arueft ISA Y H yuIfad Hefi?

e The U.S. exit will not really harm the alliance financially.
U.S. exit ¥ A &I fo<iia =0 ¥ IRad T JHA g] g
e U.S. contribution made up only about 1% of the Alliance’s total funds.

SAR®! TN AT & Fd B8 BT had THT 1% T

¢ Indian officials have already said that the ISA’s day-to-day work will continue, and that
ongoing programmes will not be shut down.

HfrHTRET 3 g d Bt HeT & fb ISA BT ATERT BT BT TR 97 SR Tt X8 HRfeh T s
T fopu St
e Moreover, training and capacity-building efforts are still in place.
S AT, UIIeor 3R & (afor & v onnft oft St B
e But economics is not only about budgets, it's also about confidence.

AfP T Had soic o1 favy 781 8, T8 Ay o1 fowy o+t g1

e And that’s where the ripple effects begin.

3R TgY I ripple effects TE B gl

What about India’s solar industry?

YR & FIeR IR BT HT?

e As India does not depend on the U.S. for solar panels or key equipment, solar power will not
become more expensive.

i YR TR AT A1 T SUHRON & for U.S. TR ik 781 8, gaferg IR Sort weeft et
gt

e |Infact, !ndia now makes a I‘arge share of solgar components on its own.
IR H, HRA 39 IR U] HT g1 few1 W §raT 8l

e Asof Iate‘2025, India’s solar module manufacturing capacity was close to 144 gigawatts.
2025 & 3id dP, YR DI AR Alegd FHTUT & HRId 144 gigawatts 2|

e Solar cell manufacturing was around 25 gigawatts and is growing fast, with Indian companies
investing across the entire supply chain.

iR Ia fmfor @ 25 gigawatts znsh?aﬁﬁ%aaw%, ﬁlﬂﬁ*ﬂ?‘cﬁﬁmwsupply
chain & a3 &% LGl %I

e Moreover, China is by far the largest producer of high-efficiency mass market solar modules
and cells, with 70% of the global cell producing capacity.
sﬂ% AHdIdl, China 3= q&dl aTd mass market solar modules 3R cells BT I3 3T Idlqdh
%, e urT A cell producing capacity &1 70% |

e In fact, India imported about $1.7 billon worth of Photovoltaic (PV) modules from China in
FY25, as per a Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) report in Parliament.
CIESEREARR R Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) Pt RO & SR, HRd Bl
FY25 & 919 ¥ TTHT $1.7 billon e & Photovoltaic (PV) modules 3Td 6T

e This makes it clear that the recent U.S. decision does not push up project costs in India.

T WY g fob BIferan U.S. decision HRA H URESHT AN T8t Sera
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o |t does not affect electricity tariffs either.
g faeTelt tariffs 1 i gHIfdd ot

e For consumers, nothing changes.

IuHiastl & fore o ot =t Igadn

Will investments slow down?

a1 fAa=r v usm?

e Most solar projects in India are driven by domestic demand.
YRA H BT IR U TR | ¥ Farferd sieht g |

e They are backed by Iong -term contracts with state utilities and central agencies.
T8 XU SUAIAITST SR ety it o a1y iddtiere el &1 qme urd g1

e Investors look at Ind|a s power demand, policy stability, and growth potential.
fya=Ies URA Bt forerelt 7, A R 3R fawm &mar &1 g&d B

e The U.S. is not the main source of funding for Indian solar projects.
YR R aRRasTral & g smifteT gy thid Hid gt 31

¢ Indian banks, global funds, and development institutions continue to invest based on India’s
market fundamentals.
YR a5, affes 8 3R ST TRIM HRA & dToR & Jayd SR R 9= o 3@d |

e So the pipeline of projects inside India remains intact.
ggfe YRd & iR aRaerstt &) urguersT &t X8 ¢

o Even with respect to jobs, India is relatively well-protected.
TR & Hey # off URA sriamdhd WRI&d |

e Solar jobs in India come mainly from manufacturing, installation, and operations within the
country.
R & IR TepRaf Ta: < & iR fafmion, Rmer ok Tarem § ordt g

e Since India is rapidly building a strong local manufacturing capacity, these jobs are not
affected by U.S. climate policy.
i YR dolt & Foiged R o emar 1 a1 2, gufon & feiar smfke! woarg Hifa
Q g 781 gidll|

e There is even a possible upside.
O Hurfad @y oft g1 b1 3|

¢ As the U.S. becomes more inward-looking and slows renewable approvals at home, it may
still need clean energy equipment.
S-SR SrAfeT 1A Al BiaT § SR TR TR W AdHRUN SfAte &1 A el 8, 39
52 1 Tqws Sl SUBR BY SHTaRTehl &) Gebell B

o With the U.S. having supply tensions with China and Mexico, Indian manufacturers could find
openings, either through exports or by setting up units that meet U.S. standards.
4 3R AT F T eﬂTtﬂ%faqwa%ru? uﬂ?ﬂnﬁm AR U1 Fehd §, a1 d fafd & drem
1 MR AFD! BT IR B aTcl SHI8aT R B |

e Alot however, hinges on the ongoing talks for a bilateral trade agreement between New Delhi
and Washington.

mﬁ;ww%ﬁﬁﬁm%@a%ﬂ&ﬂﬂww@%wwﬁaﬁsﬁwﬁm
FRAT B

Where is the real economic risk?

iifew wgf 872

¢ Mostly outside India.
Td: YRd & dTeR |

e The ISA works extensively in Africa and poorer developing countries.
ISA STPIPT 3R TR fapbraeiid G20 § ATUP TU ¥ B Rl 5

e These regions depend heavily on cheap loans and international cooperation to build solar
projects.
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gmﬁvuﬁqﬁweﬁ$ﬁﬁm$mﬂﬁwaﬁwﬁw@umﬂwa§a 3 R e

|

o When a large economy like the U.S. steps back from climate engagement, lenders can turn
cautious; projects can slow down; and decisions can take longer.
S 3T St 7t SrfoqawT STaarg e HIaT ¥ 0 gedl §, ) BRI 9 & ohd
IRASET i Us Topdl 8 3R fAufal & 3if¥res Iwa o I g

e If solar growth slows in these regions, Indian companies looking to expand abroad may feel
the impact.
g 37 &t & IR gfg it g1t 7, o fag=n & favaR amg areft wRedta Fufar saeT vy
Y IR Tdhdl g |

e The ISA is also one of India’s key tools for climate leadership and diplomacy in the Global
South.
ISA TEA T3y H YRA & Sddrg Add 3R Heifd & Tga T & 9§ U g1

e It helps India build influence, open markets, and support Indian companies overseas.
I8 YR B! THIT FgM, I6R Wi 3R 3 & YRdig Hufal &t wqdq 25 & 7eg srar gl

o While the U.S. exit removes one influential partner and some technical expertise, it does not
change who leads the alliance.

AR F e FdHe I T THIGRIT AIeIeR 3R $& ddb-1d! [aRIIdl SR gedl §, A

ST TGS BT Agcd B B 8, T T dqadl
e India still does.
YR g AT 3|
e That leadership now comes with more responsibility.
T A 39 3 TR & 1Y 3MTerl 8|
What next?
ST T2

e Solar power in India does not become costlier, domestic projects are not threatened, and jobs
inside India remain secure.

YR H IR Solf AT 71 g, TR URASHIE Wk H el §, 3R YRd & Hiar Arefal QR
Bl B

e The real challenge then is a more divided global climate landscape, where cooperation is
harder and emerging markets need to work harder to attract finance.

IRATID TN a9 T e fAHTioTd Iy werarg ufvesd B, Sief TgaiT oo+ § 3R IuRd
FIOIR &) fad e ffd B & frw oifties Ag-Td &1t usdt 21

e For India’s solar industry, this is not a shock.

YRA & IR I & o T8 BIg e Tl o

e |tis a stress test.
g Ud stress test %I

e And compared with where it stood a few years ago, India appears to be better prepared to
handle it.

IR P T Ued B UMY B o H, YR 38 U & o 3ifires JaR fewars aar 21
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How is China framing its
Antarctic ambitions?

What is the proposed Antarctic Activities and Environmental Protection Law?

Lekshmi M.K.

The story so far:

n December 23, 2025, media
houses reported that China
was proposing a draft

legislation titled the ‘Antarctic
Activities and Environmental Protection
Law’. The draft has been submitted for
first reading to the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress. The
proposed legislation seeks to regulate
China’s activities in Antarctica.

‘What does the draft legislation say?
The draft legislation consists of seven
chapters and 57 articles. It seeks to
establish a comprehensive domestic legal
framework governing all Chinese-related
activities in Antarctica. It applies not only
to Chinese citizens and organisations but
also to foreign entities that organise
Antarctic activities from within China or
depart from Chinese ports. It also drafts
rules aimed at regulating expeditions,

scientific research, fisheries, tourism, and
shipping. A central feature of the draft is
its emphasis on peaceful use and
environmental protection in line with the
Antarctic Treaty System (a collection of
international agreements which govern
the southern continent). The draft
prohibits military activities, and only
allows its limited use if it is to support
peaceful objectives. It does not permit
combat operations, weapons testing,
troop deployment, or strategic military
activities. Mineral resource exploitation is
banned except for scientific research. The
draft also introduces environmental
impact assessments, supervision
mechanisms, and post-incident
accountability. Governance challenges on
Antarctic tourism, waste management,
and marine pollution are also addressed.

What about China’s presence in the
Antarctic?

In 1984, China conducted its first scientific
expedition to Antarctica. Later it became

a consultative party to the Antarctic
Treaty in 1985. It has since then expanded
its scientific and logistical footprint in the
continent over 40 years. Currently, China
operates five research stations in the
Antarctic, namely the Great Wall Station,
the Ongshan Station, the Taishan Station,
the Kunlun Station, and the Qinling
Station. This well-established network of
research stations in different parts of the
Antarctic allows China to conduct
year-long scientific research. It can
conduct research across key climatic,
glaciological, atmospheric, and
astronomical zones. China also operates
advanced polar icebreakers such as the
Xuelong and Xuelong 2, strengthening its
logistical capacity.

‘What are China’s Antarctic goals?
China’s official statements emphasise
scientific research, climate studies,
environmental protection, and
international cooperation. Antarctic
research supports China’s understanding

How is China framing its Antarctic ambitions?

T ST SfeThieH HEaThi&s BT B URdd B X6 82

of the global climate challenge, seal-level
rise and polar-atmospheric interactions.
This has implications for domestic
environmental planning as well. Its
ambitions are framed around science,
governance, participation, and long-term
strategic presence rather than territorial
claims. At the governance level, China
seeks to move from being a participant to
a rule-shaping actor within the Antarctic
Treaty System. Moreover, sustained polar
operations contribute to advancement in
ice-breaking, satellite navigation and
extreme-environment engineering.

What does it mean for the Antarctic
treaty?

China’s draft Antarctic law signals its
move towards formalising and
strengthening its Antarctic presence. It
places Antarctic activities within a clear
domestic legal and regulatory framework
rather than relying only on policy
guidelines. It also reflects a broader
pattern among major consultative parties
using national legislation to ensure better
compliance with Antarctic Treaty
obligations. China’s legislative initiative
reinforces the need to monitor how major
powers organise and regulate their
Antarctic engagement, as domestic laws
increasingly shape behaviour within a
treaty-based governance system.

Lekshmi M.K. is pursuing a postgraduate
degree at Madras Christian College,
Chennai and is a Research Assistant at
NIAS, Bengaluru.

o Whatis the proposed Antarctic Activities and Environmental Protection Law?
TATdd Antarctic Activities and Environmental Protection Law &1 %’?

Tfafafimat ok vatazor

TR&0T BT

China’s draft ‘Antarctic Activities _and Environmental Protection Law’

o &1 uleT ‘SieThfed

THE GIST

v

The draft legislation seeks to
establish a comprehensive
domestic legal framework
governing all Chinese-related
activities in Antarctica.

v

China’s ambitions are framed
around science, governance,
participation, and long-term
strategic presence rather than
territorial claims.

v

Currently, China operates five
research stations in the
Antarctic, namely the Great
Wall Station, the Ongshan
Station, the Taishan Station,
the Kunlun Station, and the
Qinling Station.

e On December 23, 2025, media houses reported that China was proposing a draft legislation
titled the ‘Antarctic Activities and Environmental Protection Law’.
December 23, 2025 ) Hifear I 7 Raié {61 {5 China ‘Antarctic Activities and
Environmental Protection Law’ Xfite 3 Th II@ET CALG] TRATdd R 8T %I

e The draft has been submitted for first reading to the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress.

gg HYal

e The proposed legislation seeks to regulate China’s activities in Antarctica.

UATd BT BT 3= Antarctica H I &t fafafda &1 fafafig s g1

What does the draft legislation say?

TG ST T Hedl 82

e The draft legislation consists of seven chapters and 57 articles.
e CALG] T seven chapters 3R 57 articles g
e |t seeks to establish a comprehensive domestic legal framework governing all Chinese-
related activities in Antarctica.

g sferdhfed | 919 9 Faftra wt nfafafiat &1 Fifd %7 84 U saus s ST e
RITIUA HAT a8l 5
e It applies not only to Chinese citizens and organisations but also to foreign entities that
organise Antarctic activities from within China or depart from Chinese ports.

Tg Had I ATRGT 3R Ta1 R € e, afewp 37 fageh Grmeif Rt A gt s s S &
iR ¥ sicThicd AT BT TS SRl € a1 dHT see! ¥ TR Hdl g

e |t also drafts rules aimed at regulating expeditions, scientific research, fisheries, tourism, and

shipping.

Standing Committee of the National People’s Congress o gyH g & fag
TR fobar T B
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Tg AT, IS ST, T Ter, e 3R Rifth &1 fafafia o< /g fam ot
TRATfad PRl 5|
¢ A central feature of the draft is its emphasis on peaceful use and environmental protection
in line with the Antarctic Treaty System (a collection of international agreements which
govern the southern continent).
II@?}( D1 U U@ fa=IydT Antarctic Treaty System (G0l HETEIU 1 JMMRIA B aral
Hﬂ%ﬁ?ﬁ CARPR) & =T peaceful use 3R environmental protection IR SR %’I
o The draft prohibits military activities, and only allows its limited use if it is to support peaceful
objectives.

Ig TIel military activities TR et AT § 3R Had a9 WHd TGN ST AR ST § 99
g wifaguf Igxat & T 3G BN

e It does not permit combat operations, weapons testing, troop deployment, or strategic
military activities.
g combat operations, weapons testing, troop deployment, 3l strategic military
activities @1 SHJZIﬁ :TEET?{?‘HI

e Mineral resource exploitation is banned except for scientific research.
TS TAIEAT & 5 R ey 8, Had aD ST 3 SHUdiE 8|

e The draft also introduces environmental impact assessments, supervision mechanisms,
and post-incident accountability.

environmental impact assessments, IEUNEIKES AR eI & 918 Sareca! Bl TawT

1t TR HRaT B

e Governance challenges on Antarctic tourism, waste management, and marine pollution are
also addressed.

&E@%mf?ﬁ SRS yEY R T UGl & et A atht getfaat Bt o e fasa
TR

What about China’s presence in the Antarctic?

3icThfe®T | 919 &1 IufRufd w1 2872

e In 1984, China conducted its first scientific expedition to Antarctica.
1984 T H19 7 sierdhfeamT & forg o ugen axnfAes sifiram Tanfera fosar|

e Later it became a consultative party to the Antarctic Treaty in 1985.
e U I8 1985 T 3{cTdhicd Wi ®T consultative party ST

e |t has since then expanded its scientific and logistical footprint in the continent over 40 years.
TS AP 3(d qP 40 years T 34 HeTEIT H 30T AT 3R difviied IufRufd &1 fawr
fear g

e Currently, China operates five research stations in the Antarctic, namely the Great Wall
Station, the Ongshan Station, the Taishan Station, the Kunlun Station, and the Qinling
Station.
A H T Sferdh et H five research stations Taferd &l %’ S Great Wall Station,
Ongshan Station, Taishan Station, Kunlun Station, 3R Qinling Station Q]T&IFI%I

o This well-established network of research stations in different parts of the Antarctic allows
China to conduct year-long scientific research.

3ferdhiedT & faftd yrT & Ry WRH &1 I8 YAarUd Acad 99 &1 aitR I3 ST
B T G ST B

e |t can conduct research across key climatic, glaciological, atmospheric, and astronomical
zones.
T8 YW climatic, glaciological, atmospheric, 3R astronomical &3 & AU HR v ¢ |
e China also operates advanced polar icebreakers such as the Xuelong and Xuelong 2,
strengthening its logistical capacity.

EiG| Xuelong 3R Xuelong 2 S 3Id polar icebreakers 1} Tarferd % SRR R
qfoRed &M AoTgd giat ol

What are China’s Antarctic goals?

9 &P SicThicP d&d T2
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China’s official statements emphasise scientific research, climate studies, environmental
protection, and international cooperation.

MABTRS T AP STHYU, STearg ST, TAaRol W& 3R SRS Ted
WRIAR A&
Antarctic research supports China’s understanding of the global climate challenge, seal-level
rise and polar- atmospherlc interactions.
fcThicd WH’F{Eﬂ?ﬁ TAdrg g, seal-level rise 3R Yda-argHSe sid:fmaraft
o gUY faRd FH=A § Aag FHRdl %l
This has implications for domestic environmental planning as well.
TP TR YAfaRud Ao Fufor oR of grure usd g
Its ambitions are framed around science, governance, participation, and long-term strategic
presence rather than territorial claims.
B! HEATDH Iy &1 qTal &1 Sord fas, [, HRiGRT $fR drdaiicrs YuMiae SufRdfd &
- Higa B
At the governance level, China seeks to move from being a participant to a rule-shaping actor
within the Antarctic Treaty System.
MY WR IR diF Antarctic Treaty System & R Udh participant Y 3 dgPX rule-shaping
actor ¥ &1 YT HRal g |
Moreover, sustained polar operations contribute to advancement in ice-breaking, satellite
navigation and extreme-environment engineering.
sv‘\-lsb 3rerdT, fFRAR ﬁ'q YdTe ice-breaking, satellite navigation 3R extreme-environment

engineering o oerfa § A A § 1

What does it mean for the Antarctic treaty?

3fcThfe® TfY & fore gaer Far arf 872

China’s draft Antarctic law signals its move towards formalising and strengthening its
Antarctic presence.

o &1 I8 TIET SfeThicd B SfeTbicm! # 3t IURUTY & Siioaiies ¥ S 3R Hoiad
TR DI G2 & IqF FHeH B 2T 81

It places Antarctic activities within a clear domestic legal and regulatory framework rather than
relying only on policy gwdellnes

g i fe=nfd=l R wrad MR @1 & aoig sierdhfed Mfafafia! & e Wy e S 3R
s o & xad g

It also reflects a broader pattern among major consultative parties using national legislation to
ensure better compliance with Antarctic Treaty obligations.

T8 U consultative parties & st T e Ughy &1 +ft gwifar 8, forad sferdbfess dfy it
F IBR IHTUICH &g AT B BT SUAN fodT oI BT 5 |

China’s legislative initiative reinforces the need to monitor how major powers organise and
regulate their Antarctic engagement, as domestic laws increasingly shape behaviour within a
treaty-based governance system.

< B Tg faurd ugd 39 axuedl B 3R Heied B! ¢ b T iRl 3 sierdhies
TSTd Bl HI IEa 3R fafaftg wdt §, 7P treaty-based governance system & iR
TR BT HIER FI 9¢d TU J MBR ¢ 3] 7
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UN aid reaches Kurdish-majority town

in northeast

Associated Press
DAMASCUS

A United Nations aid con-
voy unloaded humanitar-
ian supplies in the be-
sieged enclave of Kobani in
northeast Syria, officials
said Monday.

It was the first aid con-
voy to reach the area since
fighting kicked off between
Syrian government forces
and the Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF)
earlier this month.

The government
launched an offensive in
which it seized much of the
territory previously held

A Syrian Army soldier stands guard as Kurdish forces withdraw from

al-Agtan prison on the outskirts of Raqa city, bound for Kobani. AFp

by the SDF, leaving pockets
of Kurdish-majority areas
under SDF control.

A ceasefire that was an-
nounced on Tuesday and

then extended on Saturday
for 15 more days appeared
to be mostly holding.
Residents of Kobani,
which is surrounded by go-

Syria as shaky truce holds

vernment-held territory,
have reported electricity
and water cuts and shor-
tages of essential goods, in-
cluding bread.

The U.N. Office for the
Coordination of Humani-
tarian Affairs said in a
statement on Monday that
24 trucks carrying supplies
including fuel, food, medi-
cal and winterisation kits
delivered their cargo and
exited the enclave.

The fighting in north-
east Syria has displaced
more than 173,000 people,
according to the Interna-
tional Organization for
Migration.

UN aid reaches Kurdish-majority town in northeast Syria as shaky truce holds

SRR gl & i Fwe-gdl Hifvan & $d-aga ex # WY g B Hgradn

gt

A United Nations aid convoy unloaded humanitarian supplies in the besieged enclave of
Kobani in northeast Syria, officials said Monday.
Y& Y HETadT et 4 IAR-gdi Hfar & ok gu &3 piart § adia smyfd Iad,
STIBINGT - IR B! HgT|
It was the first aid convoy to reach the area since fighting kicked off between Syrian

government forces and the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) earlier this

month.

U UG HETIAT HIpaT U S 39 HeH &1 Lefd § Hivarg Tverl 9@l ok F-Aqa
ara Aifva-T SHIhfed WivreT (SDF) & ol AST8 U= giF & §1¢ &3 | ugdTl

The government launched an offensive in which it seized much of the territory previously
held by the SDF, leaving pockets of Kurdish-majority areas under SDF control.

PR - U SHTehTHS AHTUAT = b, fSRH I Uge SDF & ool dTel MUBIR &7 W)

Heoll B oI, Tafdh $S Po-agd &1 DI SDF Frizror & Bis fear m|

A ceasefire that was announced on Tuesday and then extended on Saturday for 15 more

days appeared to be

HIAdR &I

gran fears fea

mostly holding.

3R ftpR TfER &1 15 SR &A1 & forg srgran mar gsfanm sifvieier: drp

Residents of Kobani, which is surrounded by government-held territory, have reported
electricity and water cuts and shortages of essential goods, including bread.

FIarT F Farh, St wReR-Frifa &7 9 fR1 g, 7 faorelt s o &1 el qur A wfa
ATALP T3 BT B B a1 <l B
The U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said in a statement on

Monday that 24 trucks carrying supplies including fuel, food, medical and winterisation
kits delivered their cargo and exited the enclave.

mwm%wm%@wﬁwwﬁwﬁﬁw, Yo,
fafrer st fawreli= fare Ifga smufd @ S arat 24 T A SU=T W Ugamn 3R 85

TR Havd MU
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e The fighting in northeast Syria has displaced more than 173,000 people, according to the
International Organization for Migration.

SARRTETT YT T3 & SR, IaR-gdf i § gg @1 1 1,73,000 F Sifires AR o

Getting to ‘no’: Europe finds a way to
speak with one voice against Trump

Europe’s leaders, wary of provoking retaliation from the US. President, are moving towards a rare show of collective resolve as his renewed demands

over Greenland test the limits; their pushback marks a turning point in how Europe seeks to manage a President who rejects international norms

NEWS ANALYSIS

Associated Press
LONDON

o more fawning
praise. No more po-
lite workarounds

and old-style diplomacy.
And no one is calling Do-
nald Trump “daddy” now.

blican president when he
blazed back into the White
House saying he wanted
the U.S. to take over Green-
land, Panama and perhaps
even Canada.

“In Trump’s first term,
Europe didn’t know what
to expect and tried to deal
with him by using the old
rules of diplomacy, with
the expectation that, if

exists to preserve possibili-
ties of working together.
That often means avoiding
saying a flat “no” if possi-
ble. But Trump’s Green-
land gambit was so stark a
threat from one NATO
member to another that
Greenland’s Prime Minis-
ter actually said the word.
“Enough,” Jens-Frederik
Nielsen said in a statement

European leaders who they kept talking to himin  shortly after Mr. Trump’s
scrambled for a year to fi- measured terms, that he remarks January 5. “No
gure out how to deal with would change his behavior ~ more pressure. No more

an emboldened American
president in his second
term edged closer to saying
“no,” or something diplo-
matically like it, to his dis-
regard for international

Room of resistance: Prime Ministers Bart de Wever of Belgium, Luc Frieden of Luxembourg, and Mette

and move into the club,”
said Mark Shanahan, asso-
ciate professor of political
engagement at the Univer-
sity of Surrey.

“It’s very hard for other

hints. No more fantasies
about annexation.”

That played a part in set-
ting the tone. Denmark’s
leader said any such inva-
sion of Greenland would

law and his demands for  Frederiksen of Denmark, German Chancellor Friedrich Merz, and others during the North Sea Summit at leaders who deal witheach ~ mark the end of NATO and
their territory. Mr. Trump’s  the City Hall of Hamburg in Germany on Monday. AFP other through the niceties  urged alliance members to
vow to take over Green- of a rules-based system take the threat seriously.

land and punish any coun-

try that resists, seems to

have been the crucible.
“Red  lines”  were

not be blackmailed” over
Greenland.

“Threats have no place
among allies,” said Norwe-

Trump to defying him, off-
ers clues in the ongoing ef-
fort among some nations
of how to say “no” to a Pre-

any country more than the
most powerful. The mo-
ment marked a unity
among European leaders

and diplomatic conversa-
tion,” Mr. Shanahan said.
“It is hard for them to
change”

They did, issuing state-
ment after statement re-
jecting the renewed threat.
Trump responded last

deemed to have been gian Prime Minister Jonas  sident who hates hearingit  that they had struggled to Five months after weekend from his golf
crossed this year when Mr.  Gahr Store. and is known to retaliate. achieve for a year. Trump’s inauguration last  course in Florida with a
Trump abruptly revived The tough diplomatic “We want a piece of ice “When Europe isnot di-  year, with his Greenland  threat to charge a 10% im

his demand that the United  talk around the showdown  for world protection, and  vided, when we stand to-  threat in the air, European  port tax within a month on
States “absolutely” must last week in Davos, Switzer- they won’t give it,” Mr. gether and when we are leaders had gotten their  goods from eight European

rule Greenland, the semi-
autonomous region that is
part of NATO ally Den-
mark. That pushed even

land, was not the only fac-
tor pressuring Mr. Trump.
U.S. congressional elec-
tions are approaching in

Trump told his audience at
the World Economic Fo-
rum. “You can say yes, and
we will be very apprecia-

clear and strong also in our
willingness to stand up for
ourselves, then the results
will show,” Danish Prime

heads around Trump man-
agement enough to pull off
a meeting of NATO nations
in the Netherlands. NATO

nations — Denmark, Nor-
way, Sweden, France, Ger-
many, the United King-
dom, the Netherlands and

the most mild-mannered November amid a sinking  tive. Or youcansayno,and  Minister Mette Frederiksen =~ members agreed to contri-  Finland. The rate, he
diplomats to issue sharp stock market and wilting  we will remember.” said. “I think we have bute more and widely gave  wrote, would climb to 25%
warnings against Mr. approval ratings. Euro- In recent days, Europe learned something.” Trump credit for forcing on June 1if no deal was in

Trump, whom they had
flattered with royal treat-

pean leaders also are not
the first to stand in Mr.

offered abundant refusals
to go along with Mr

Mr. Trump is transac-
tional. He has little use for

them to modernize.
Secretary-General Mark

place for “the Complete
and Total purchase of

ment and fawning praise. Trump’s way during hisse- ~ Trump, from his Green- diplomacy and no “need  Rutte, known as the coali-  Greenland” by the United

“Britain will not yield” cond term — see Federal land demand and joining  (for) international law,” he  tion’s “Trump whisperer,”  States. Mr. Trump’s fight-
its support for Greenland’s ~ Reserve Chair Jerome Po- his new Board of Peace told The New York Times likened the President’srole  ing words lit a fire among
sovereignty, British Prime  well. and even to what Canada’s  this month. Therein lay the  quieting the Iran-Israel war  leaders arriving in Davos.
Minister Keir Starmer said. But the dramatic turna- Mark Carney called the disconnect between typi- toa “daddy” interveningin  But they seemed to recog-
Several of the continent’s  bout among Europe’s elite, ~ “fiction” that the alliance cally collaborative Euro-  aschoolyard brawl. nize that the wider Trump

leaders said “Europe will

from “appeasing” Mr.

[EIIECRERIE!

functions for the benefit of

pean leaders and the Repu-

Traditional diplomacy

world left him vulnerable.

Gettlng to no" Europe finds a way to speak with one voice against Trump

o Europe’s leaders, wary of provoking retaliation from the U.S. President, are moving towards
a rare show of collective resolve as his renewed demands over Greenland test the limits;
their pushback marks a turning point in how Europe seeks to manage a President who
rejects international norms.

@1 Ufafsran ¥ wde R a1, Hds S dax @1 13 A & Fad,
TedT & Ud goiy UexH 31 3R §¢ I3 §; I8 UfeRIY 39 a1 # e Wi &1 axfar 3 fob
Y T PUld § Y (e 9l & Sl SaRTei AEs! 31 SRAPR Pl 3|
¢ No more fawning praise.
39 PHg AT W w=iET |
e No more polite workarounds and old-style diplomacy.
39 BTs 1RIP IHfeusd T 3R GRIT Aeft B Fe-iifa 1|
e And no one is calling Donald Trump “daddy” now.

AT 9% Ul ¢U & fJAE TP W H Sl &7 IR4T gedl RIT

3R 3fF B3 SIHTES U B “SSI” 78] HE &
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European leaders who scrambled for a year to figure out how to deal with an emboldened
American president in his second term edged closer to saying “no,” or something
dlplomatlcally I|ke it, to his disregard for international law and his demands for their territory.
TRt T, e geR PrdeTa 3 U ATeTfareh srfest puhy 3 Fues o1 adie wwer
H U Tl I, SARRTPI BTA 1 Sdoal AR 7o &SI 7l & Sfare H AT $g a1
FeAlfdd 0 Y $S a9 ol He- & Hd Ugd|

Mr. Trump’s vow to take over Greenland and punish any country that resists, seems to have
been the crucible.

Wds W Hoa B 3R faRIY A aral [ ot <21 1 Sfed v Bt S Bt I U Ul
Pt WSt wifed gs

‘Red lines” were deemed to have been crossed this year when Mr. Trump abruptly revived
his demand that the United States “absolutely” must rule Greenland, the semi-autonomous
region that is part of NATO ally Denmark.

=Y Y “aTe Y@ UR A T2 9 €U 3 A T8 AN IeTs (& gad Ied AT &I
«3ifard ®u F MAS TR AR AT 1Y, SN AT Tganit SuTd o1 e -waraw &7 ¢ |
That pushed even the most mild-mannered diplomats to issue sharp warnings against Mr.
Trump, whom they had attended with royal treatment and fawning praise.

Y qa8 WA IS o ot U & (arw Sl Aarafar 39 W AeeR o fear, R 3
Ugd WTEY I 3R ATaet 3 7 31

“Britain will not yield” its support for Greenland’s sovereignty, British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer said.

fafesr g R TRWR 3 o, faea Wieds o1 Iuyar & g9d= 3 79 7 gem
Several of the continent’s leaders said “Europe will not be blackmailed” over Greenland.
HETEIU & &3 Aarsit 3 Fel fob s & dHR “YRIU o) PR 8} far sre
“Threats have no place among allies,” said Norwegian Prime Minister Jonas Gahr Stere.
id & TUHET DT MR W€K A g, “Tgaial & dia yafeal @t $ig oe T g1

The tough diplomatic talk around the showdown last week in Davos, Switzerland, was not
the only factor pressunng Mr. Trump.

Ued Twre fRewRds & SraIg § §U Tavid & YU & dal He-iiae aradid of ¢u IR
GoTd D1 UHHH HRU gl &l

U.S. congressional elections are approaching in November amid a sinking stock market
and wilting approval ratings.

TaaR & SAR® T gAE Tolaid 3 3@ ©, T I § o/d R 919k AR 3571 8 iR
e AT HAiR 81 @l B

European leaders also are not the first to stand in Mr. Trump’s way during his second term
— see Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell.

SN PRIPTE § ¢U & I T TS TH a1at vgat a1t Tk Jar 76 § — Irervr § e
frerd y@ SR Ufde|

But the dramatic turnabout among Europe’s elite, from “appeasing” Mr. Trump to defying
him, ol1-ers clues in the ongoing effort among some nations of how to say “no” to a President
who hates hearing it and is known to retaliate.

AfeT T & ST o F “gotmvor J faRiY o1 3R 311 I8 e g ufided=, 39 91d &
Tahd a1 § fob U APUR 1 AT B el WU R Ig Gl Ui, et 3R ot vty & forg
ST ST

“‘We want a piece of ice for world protection, and they won’t give it,” Mr. Trump told his
audience at the World Economic Forum.

g fay 1 qR& S g 9 371 TP gt A1ed €, 3R 9 78 7 &, u A fay e ww
T 30 siarsii ¥ &gl

“You can say yes, and we will be very appreciative. Or you can say no, and we will
remember.”

“3(T9 &1 P& TPd ¢, 3R H Igd MUK S| TT 31T 71 HE Thd &, 3R §H TG I/A 1"

In recent days, Europe offered abundant refusals to go along with Mr. Trump, from his
Greenland demand and joining his new Board of Peace and even to what Canada’s Mark
Carney called the "action" that the alliance functions for the benefit of any country more than
the most powerful.
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FHIST & HIh PTHI gRT TS BT I faIel S &b MY F T H1H B B “Seuqr Ho
M dF, P PR (HU|

The moment marked a unity among European leaders that they had struggled to achieve for
a year.

g &f07 TR Aarsil & std 39 Tahdl BT U1 a1 ford d T ay BRI X & o) ad &
B I

“‘When Europe is not divided, when we stand together and when we are clear and strong
also in our willingness to stand up for ourselves, then the results will show,” Danish Prime
Minister Mette Frederiksen said.

ST B UHHA A sRea A $51, “o1d TR fautiorg =18t giar, 99 84 U 91y 99
gﬁé 3R ST g1 3 o @S 811 P 3531 & WY 3R Aeigd g , a9 IR I 3md
"

‘I think we have learned something.”

g e ¢ o g oo W g

Mr. Trump is transactional.

¢ g SeTRd |

He has little use for diplomacy and no “need (for) international law,” he told The New York
Times this month.

35 39 AEH § gAid 15 I $5l [F I FeiTd &1 HH IR § 3R “SaRAPIg ST A
P BIS ST T8l I”

Therein lay the disconnect between typically collaborative European leaders and the
Republican president when he blazed back into the White House saying he wanted the
U.S. to take over Greenland, Panama and perhaps even Canada.

U] 98 AR UT Sl WHIG: Wed Rt GRIUTg Aarsit 3R frufRre=t wgufa & = d9 IR o
3 T3¢ BTSY dicd gU A fob 3T &t WHd's, T 3R WMae HTST W Ht FHaat HAT
IRy

“In Trump’s first term, Europe didn’'t know what to expect and tried to deal with him by using
the old rules of diplomacy,” said Mark Shanahan, associate professor at the University of
Surrey.

W fayfeeneay & Te-MhR A1d Q96 3 Hal, “¢U & Ugd STAGTa 3 JRIT et ST o7 fs
1 IufE H 3R I Pt & RA gl 3 e o SRR a1

“It's very hard for other leaders who deal with each other through the niceties of a rules-
based system and diplomatic conversation,” Mr. Shanahan said.

e A Fel, “Fram-snuiia saawiT iR Fe-ifas aradia ¥ Uh-ga I Fues ard Aadrsii &
foe g 9gd B gl g1

“It is hard for them to change.”

I for Tea-T ST a2’

Five months after Trump’s inauguration last year, with his Greenland threat in the air,
European leaders had gotten their heads around Trump management enough to pull off a
meeting of NATO nations in the Netherlands.

fUed af €U & MUY YT & Uid He a1e, Mds Y9Pt & dg, U Jarsht 3 ¢u yaes
DI g1 gHd foran o 9 erasw o ATel N &1 9% ST HR I |

NATO members agreed to contribute more and widely gave Trump credit for forcing them to
modernize.

Tet e A= 7 e TNTEH 37 IR T TIdTs 3R 3¢ SMYAPtsor & forg aoieR &l
F1 99 AUS €9 9 U S a1

Secretary-General Mark Rutte, known as the coalition’s “Trump whisperer,” likened the
President’s role quieting the Iran-Israel war to a “daddy” intervening in a schoolyard brawl.
TESYA & ¢ fRWRY & ©0 H M I d1d HgTafd A1 Fe¢ A -39k d & B! id
FM T FUT Bt YT B g1 hd & I H 58 o ard “SS ¥ B
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Traditional diplomacy exists to preserve possibilities of working together.
Wﬁﬂ?mﬁrmﬂmaﬂﬁaﬁmﬂweﬁaﬁwr@ﬁ$maﬁé|
That often means avoiding saying a Tat “no” if possible.

39T 3R 3 giaT § fb Tya g1 Y Y AT g T =1 S1U|

But Trump’s Greenland gambit was so stark a threat from one NATO member to another
that Greenland’s Prime Minister actually said the word.

Afp A BT AR ¢U HT i T el TSR GRT GNP Ufd ST T T o7
Hds & gurEt = aRaa § 98 e $g &

‘Enough,” Jens-Frederik Nielsen said in a statement shortly after Mr. Trump’s remarks
January 5.

5 Fa! B ¢4 P WU & qid a6 A-a-Ip S e 2 99 § Fel, “S 9gd gl
“No more pressure. No more hints. No more fantasies about annexation.”

“319 3N TA1q T8I | 3(F 3R Hhd -TET | Hodt Pt AR FEUY LK "
That played a part in setting the tone.

T TR TG HIA T YT g |

Denmark’s leader said any such invasion of Greenland would mark the end of NATO and
urged alliance members to take the threat seriously.

STA & AdT A F5T b Meds uR U1 BIs ot BT ATE! & 3 HT Wobd oI 3R
TR & 30 TR B THRET & 7 BT 37 [

They did, issuing statement after statement rejecting the renewed threat.

I8 U1 fobaT, SR Ueh & 901G U SO IR B 718 YH! Bl TR fhaT|

Trump responded last weekend from his golf course in Florida with a threat to charge a
10% import tax within a month on goods from eight European nations — Denmark,
Norway, Sweden, France, Germany, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands and Finland.

frod wwgia, WIRST & U M SR A ¢U 3 316 T <=M — ST, d, wie,

Wi, ST, gATges fhrew, Hevdey ik fbds — F oM o IHH R T HeH &
AR 10% SITATd B T BI AT |

The rate, he wrote, would climb to 25% on June 1 if no deal was in place for “the Complete
and Total purchase of Greenland” by the United States.

a1 foran o afe wiga wwa syt R “dieds 3t got ok dgef @il & i a1
TrEiar TET gon, d 9% &X 1 [ $Y 25% & S|

Mr. Trump’s [Ighting words lit a (ire among leaders arriving in Davos.

STAIY UG I8 st & o9 ¢U & 3MMehie Wsal - AT & &l

But they seemed to recognize that the wider Trump world left him vulnerable.

Afp 9 T8 IHd fod o ¢u Y sarues gfrar 3= sRyRfér oft s g1

GS Paper lll: Economy,
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1.

Gold reserve fund likely to witness higher allocation

It HER S & 3ife 3T g1 B AHGT
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likely to witness
higher allocation

Shishir Sinha
NEW DELHI

With gold prices surging,
the Union Budget is likely
to provide a higher alloca-
tion to the Gold Reserve
Fund in both the revised
estimates (RE) for FY26
and the budget estimates
(BE) for FY27.

The fund is primarily
used to meet redemption
payouts under the Sove-
reign Gold Bond (SGB)
scheme.

SGB redemptions

A key driver of the higher
allocation is the large vol-
ume of SGB redemptions.
Fourteen tranches of the
201718 series were re-
deemed during the current
fiscal, with the final
tranche maturing earlier
this month.

While these bonds were
issued at ¥2,881-2,951 per
unit, redemption prices
ranged between 39,486
and ¥13,486.

Several tranches from
the FY19 series are also
eligible for premature re-
demption, with the fifth
tranche redeemed at
314,853 per unit.

Given that the BE for the
Gold Reserve Fund in FY26
was only ¥700 crore, a sub-
stantial upward revision is
expected in the RE. In
FY25, allocations under RE
had surged to over
%28,000 crore against a BE
of ¥8,550 crore.

Future allocations

Looking ahead to FY27, six
tranches from the 2018-19
series will be eligible for fi-
nal redemption, while 10
tranches from 2021-22 may
qualify for premature re-
demption. Bonds in the
FY19 series were issued at

The government has not issued
fresh SGB tranches since FY24.

3,114-3,326 per unit, while
FY22 issuances were
priced at ¥4,777-5,109.

As per the RBI, SGB re-
demption prices are based
on the simple average of
closing gold prices of 999
purity over the previous
three business days, as pu-
blished by the India Bul-
lion and Jewellers Associa-
tion. With the yellow metal
now  trading  above
16,000/gram, redemption
costs are set to remain ele-
vated. Launched in 2015 to
curb physical gold im-
ports, the SGB scheme saw
67 tranches issued bet-
ween FY16 and FY24, with
subscriptions equivalent to
over 146 tonne of gold.

Bonds mature after
eight years, with prema-
ture redemption allowed
after five years. Interest of
2.5% is taxable while capi-
tal gains on full maturity
are exempt; gains on pre-
mature redemption are
taxed at slab rates.

Amid the sharp rise in
gold prices and mounting
redemption costs, the go-
vernment has not issued
fresh SGB tranches since
FY24 and has virtually
ruled out future issuances.

(The writer is with The
Hindu businessline)

Gold reserve fund likely to witness higher
allocation

wWof USSR DIy | P e g1 Bt
HHTaAT

e With gold prices surging, the Union Budget is
likely to provide a higher allocation to the Gold
Reserve Fund in both the revised estimates (RE) for
FY26 and the budget estimates (BE) for FY27.

A Y Sl | deit & 1Y, Heig goie J fa ad 26
& TRNfa A (RE) 3R fa adf 27 & goie srqa=
(BE) 2 § Tauf HeR HIY &I 3fftre 3de fou S &t
GUIGT B

e The fund is primarily used to meet redemption
payouts under the Sovereign Gold Bond (SGB)
scheme.

I8 1Y & ¥ Y FidwH Tes a1+ (SGB) AT &
aeagétqsﬁ YITAT DI R HIA & g g fosar
SIGIN]

SGB redemptions

Tgeidt rsrRE

o A key driver of the higher allocation is the large
volume of SGB redemptions.

3 HTdeH BT U UHE HRUI THeidl RSFae $t
s aET Bl

¢ Fourteen tranches of the 2017-18 series were
redeemed during the current fiscal, with the final
tranche maturing earlier this month.

2017-18 4@QT &1 14 fhval &1 ada= fam ad o
ez gan, foad sifaw fvwa 9 a8 o1 geana o
oRu® g5

¢ While these bonds were issued at ¥2,881-2,951 per

unit, redemption prices ranged between ¥9,486 and
¥13,486.

et T 91 2,881-2,951 Ufd 3bTs IR SRY fahw 71U 9,
I8! NST=M g 79,486 | 213,486 & A9 35 |

e Several tranches from the FY19 series are also
eligible for premature redemption, with the fifth
tranche redeemed at ¥14,853 per unit.

o o 19 e ot 32 fred MiA=aR RSw=E & fo
ot o §, for e wierdY fopwa o1 fRSmu=r 214,853 wfa
T R gl

¢ Given that the BE for the Gold Reserve Fund in
FY26 was only ¥700 crore, a substantial upward
revision is expected in the RE.

Tg ¢d gu o fawr af 26 A ol visR #1v %71 BE
mfgooﬁgw,sqm%ﬁmﬁmﬁaﬂﬁ
|

e In FY25, allocations under RE had surged to over ¥28,000 crore against a BE of ¥8,550

crore.
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Future allocations

Hfasg & 3rde

Looking ahead to FY27, six tranches from the 2018-19 series will be eligible for final
redemption, while 10 tranches from 2021-22 may qualify for premature redemption.

o o 27 31 T BT, 2018-19 e &1 B fhwd sifaw rswa=™ & faw o= gih, Safes
2021-22 Ft 10 fred TA=R RST=E & 9 81 9t €|

Bonds in the FY19 series were issued at ¥3,114-3,326 per unit, while FY22 issuances were
priced at ¥4,777-5,109.

fama ol 19 gRaen & S 23,114-3,326 Ufa 3BT3 W IR fHE 77U &, Safes o adf 22 & ffA
4,777-5,109 TR Jifod U |

As per the RBI, SGB redemption prices are based on the simple average of closing gold
prices of 999 purity over the previous three business days, as published by the India
Bullion and Jewellers Association.

SRAISTE & IR, THeitet RST=M g fUse &= ol faawl & 999 CIRK sk
TUTYF Yedl &b [TUROT {1 W 3eRd 81 8, m&mww%wﬁm
SRT USHIIRI fara S B
With the yellow metal now trading above ¥16,000/gram, redemption costs are set to remain
elevated.

31a dieft e1g 216,000 U UM T FWR HFRIGR FR I8! ¢, Forad RSw=m anra St o+t 38
BT GG B |
Launched in 2015 to curb physical gold imports, the SGB scheme saw 67 tranches issued
between FY16 and FY24, with subscriptions equivalent to over 146 tonne of gold.

Wfa® T & MaTd $I AH & AT 2015 T & 1 T3 THiE GoT & dgd faa a9 16
o adf 24 & o9 67 b IIRI 31 718, oD TwdT 146 T A 3if® HA & SRR T
Bonds mature after eight years, with premature redemption allowed after five years.
915 3Me aul & uRus gid &, afed uid 96t & q7¢ M=k RIw=HE ot srafa 81 g
Interest of 2.5% is taxable while capital gains on full maturity are exempt; gains on
premature redemption are taxed at slab rates.

2.5% ST HIARY T, S&c YU TR T W YoiRTd a1+ H4ed 3 MR emsE w
T AT o3 R FRATG ¢ |

Amid the sharp rise in gold prices and mounting redemption costs, the government has
not issued fresh SGB tranches since FY24 and has virtually ruled out future issuances.

A P B A A Ferd) 3R gl RS ard & &9, TWeR A favad 24 F g A
€ THeNd! fre oR) A8 B & IR Widsy & el &) e @i ax R gl
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Reviewer burnout drives Al use yet human oversight remains crucial
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Reviewer burnout drives Al use yet
human oversight remains crucial

In 2020, peer reviewers worldwide dedicated approximately 130 million hours to review work. This poses an immense burden to reviewers who are

required to balance reviewing with their own academic and research commitments. This has led to STEM journals increasingly turning to Al for help

T.V. Padma

hruti Kumar (name changed) is a

professor at a medical research

institute, working on diagnosing a

neglected tropical disease that
infects almost a million new people every
year. Prof. Kumar said that with the
increasing number of requests by
scientific publishers to peer review
research manuscripts in recent years, the
process takes so much of her time that
she has consciously decided to accept
only requests that relate to a specific
sub-discipline of her area of
specialisation.

Indeed, as STEM journals rapidly
expand globally and the pressure to
publish more papers grows, the pool of
qualified experts to review the papers is
becoming increasingly strained, and top
academic publishers are turning not to
their peers but to artificial intelligence
(AD) for help.

Nearly 15,000 years

Professor Kumar said Al could help detect
plagiarism: “Some publishers do
percentage plagiarism checks before
sending manuscripts to reviewers, saying
for example, 40% plagiarism was
detected with Al and this is useful
information for the reviewer and it cuts
their time doing the same thing.”

In 2020, peer reviewers worldwide
dedicated approximately 130 million
hours, equivalent to nearly 15,000 years,
to the review process, according to
Deeksha Gupta, director, global strategy
for society programmes at the American
Chemical Society. This poses an immense
burden to reviewers who must balance
reviewing responsibilities with their own
academic and research commitments.

But “the peer-reviewed journal system
has been unable to adapt to and provide a
suitable system that can leverage Al
technologies while controlling for
downsides,” per a recent paper published
in The Innovation, co-authored by
structural chemist Gautam Desiraju from

" the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru.
The rate of annual data generation is
outstripping that of the annually
published number of academic articles,
the paper added.

No replacement for humans

The global scientific community needs to
experiment with alternatives to the
peer-reviewed journal process “lest
scientific productivity falls due to errors
or oversight induced by Al-generated
knowledge becoming accepted scientific
findings,” the authors added.

“While Al cannot replace human
reviewers or make final editorial
decisions, it can play a valuable
supporting role,” Dr. Gupta said.
“Al-integrated tools can assist in
accurately matching manuscripts with
appropriate subject-matter experts and
provide preliminary assessments during
the prescreening stage. This ensures that
only submissions of sufficient quality and
relevance proceed to full peer review,
thereby reducing unnecessary workload
for reviewers”

Al can meaningfully assist in peer
review but only when leveraged
responsibly for bounded tasks, Shane
Rydquist, associate vice-president,

The global scientific community needs to

process. TANGERINE NEWT/UNSPLASH

delivery and solutions, Cactus
Communications Ltd., said. Al can aid
researchers’ workflows, allowing them to
manage routine tasks such as literature
searches and data organisation, identify
subtle patterns in complex data, and
surface unexpected connections between
distant fields that a human might never
encounter, he added.

Indeed, AI's role should be to augment
human expertise, for example in checking
plagiarism and integrity, as Al excels at
detecting text similarity, image
manipulation, and data fabrication
patterns, Dr. Rydquist said. It can also
help with screening, assessing submission
quality, formatting compliance, aligning
scope, analysing expertise, identifying
potential reviewers based on their
publication history, detecting biases by
flagging potentially problematic or biased
language, and identifying
conflict-of-interest patterns.

Dr. Rydquist added that “the key is
augmentation, not replacement”.

Amplification risk

That said, one still needs human
judgement in “evaluating conceptual
novelty and significance; assessing
methodological soundness in context;
making nuanced judgements about
appropriateness for a journal’s audience;
and providing constructive feedback that
advances science,” he added.

From a publisher’s perspective,
integrating such Al systems is still in its
developmental phase, according to Dr.
Gupta: “Rigorous testing and validation
are essential before these tools can be
deployed at scale”

But one concern raised in The
Innovation paper is the risk of

LLMs have a tendency to
over-represent highly-cited but
potentially flawed work while
underweighting newer, corrective
research. This is why human oversight
remains indispensable.

DEEKSHA GUPTA

Director, global strategy for society programmes at the
‘American Chemical Society

amplification of a mistake creeping into a
machine-made summary, which could
lead future authors to cite and proliferate
the “fundamentally incorrect or
misinterpreted science.”

This “will inevitably then reflect
non-replicable papers, mostly without
providing any clear indication of the
same,” the authors wrote.

‘Not the only reliable source’

There are also biases in Al models that
may be difficult to understand and
control, like those stemming from choices
of inclusion or exclusion in datasets, from
assumptions in the algorithmic process,
and from socioeconomic factors
embedded in the operative institutions
developing Al.

“Designing a system to counter thisisa
difficult, continuous undertaking for
which the present peer-reviewed journal
system seems ill-equipped,” the authors
added.

“We've already come across cases
where people have used generative Al to
inadvertently propagate false citations, for
example, instances where large language
models (LLMs) sometimes generate
plausible-sounding but non-existent

references, which can create misleading
chains of evidence,” Dr. Rydquist said.

‘When using any generative Al platform
or tool, people tend to overlook that it
may miss subtle technical errors that a
human expert would catch immediately,
Dr. Rydquist continued: “And LLMs have a
tendency to over-represent highly-cited
but potentially flawed work while
underweighting newer, corrective
research. This is why human oversight
remains indispensable. Without critical
evaluation, Al can quickly accelerate
misinformation.”

A December 18 paper in Science
suggested that despite both the
excitement and concern about using Al in
academia, “empirical evidence remains
fragmented” and the impact of LLMs is
not fully understood. The paper showed
that LLMs have begun to “reshape
scientific production” and that the
importance of English fluency will fall
behind “but the importance of robust
quality-assessment frameworks and deep
methodological scrutiny is paramount”.

“Al in its current phase of development
is certainly not going to be the only
reliable source to refer to and make
decisions,” Dr. Gupta said.

“‘Distinctly human territory’

With the evolution of intelligent
machines, the intelligence of human
beings, especially the experts and
scientists, is going to be more valuable
and we need to be cautious and careful
on how to smartly employ these tools
without biasing our concepts and
fundamentals, she added.

A simple vet effective strategy to
minimise errors in Al-driven data
synthesis is to avoid relying on a single
model, Dr. Gupta explained. Using a
combination of models can provide more
balanced and accurate results:

“Equally important is ensuring that the
source datasets are obtained from
authentic and credible databases.”

A few technical safeguards can further
minimise Al-related errors, Dr. Rydquist
added. For example, always validate
Al-generated citations and data
summaries against primary sources, he
said.

So does Al help or hinder creativity?
For one, Al can only make incremental
discoveries. It can’t however achieve
fundamental discoveries for generating
truly original hypotheses as humans can.

In fact Al may be inadvertently
constraining creativity and lateral
thinking, according to Dr. Rydquist:
“Wrestling with a problem deeply often
generates insights, but Al shortcuts may
deprive scientists of this generative
friction.”

An important distinction, however, is
that while Al is great at solving
well-defined problems within established
frameworks, “true creativity often
involves reframing the problem itself or
questioning fundamental assumptions.
‘This remains distinctly human territory,”
he added.

“The challenge lies not just in
embracing technological progress,” Dr.
Gupta said, “but in preserving the human
spirit that fuels true innovation.”

(T.V. Padma is a science journalist based
in New Delhi.tvpadma_10@yahoo.co.in)
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Reviewer burnout drives Al use yet human oversight remains crucial

& YST Al & START I 971 X681 3, e+t ar1a i srags s g 7

In 2020, peer reviewers worldwide dedicated approximately 130 million hours to review
work. This poses an immense burden to reviewers who are required to balance reviewing with
their own academic and research commitments. This has led to STEM journals increasingly
turning to Al for help.
2020 1, _g‘ﬁl'ﬂ R & peer reviewers A review work & fITT STHT 130 million hours T
BT T8 reviewers T 3AMIS T STardn % ISE reviewing % FIY-T1Y 3T academic 3R
research commitments &1 Ht T FHRAT B1a1 81 ITY STEM journals dSht ¥ Heg & T Al
&1 3R TG W&
Shruti Kumar (name changed) is a professor at a medical research institute, working
on diagnosing a neglected tropical disease that infects almost a million new people
every year.
gﬁrw(ﬂmmmn o RIfhe Y™ IR & MR €, oY U Sufém
Swfedda IV & g IR ST Hl §, St g A1 AT 10 ARG ¢ AN Bl Hehfad
Fal |
Prof. Kumar said that with the increasing number of requests by scientific publishers to
peer review research manuscripts in recent years, the process takes so much of her time
that she has consciously decided to accept only requests that relate to a specific sub-
discipline of her area of specialisation.
. Wﬁw%m%aﬁﬁ%mﬁwmﬁmaﬁw@%@ﬁﬁﬁwﬂq%@
SR BT T Fg & 1Y, TG UfehdT ITHT a1 THT qcll & b ST Tra-THdHR Had 3-a!
?iﬁﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁmméﬁhﬁﬁﬁw &7 & fordtt fafkiy Ju-fawg @ wafa
I
Indeed, as STEM journals rapidly expand globally and the pressure to publish more papers
grows, the pool of qualified experts to review the papers is becoming increasingly strained,
and top academic publishers are turning not to their peers but to artificial intelligence (Al)

for help.
ac')rmae%,ﬁ-@ﬁsmmaﬁw%%wm%ﬁﬁﬁwnm@%aﬁ?&mwmm

HT d1d §¢ 38T 8, TIR & THIe B a1 T fa=ws &1 JHg TR gard & M1 XET 8, 3R
?WWWW@WW%WWW(M)@@VWW%
|

Nearly 15,000 years
M 15,000 T

Professor Kumar said Al could help detect plagiarism: “Some publishers do percentage
plagiarism checks before sending manuscripts to reviewers, saying for example, 40%
plagiarism was detected with Al, and this is useful information for the reviewer and it cuts
their time doing the same thing.”

THIR FUR 7 el & Al, DARTH (THd) FT a1 a7 J Je HR Ihdl §: ‘T8 UHIIS
gigfaftat ot Tl & U Aol & Ugd UiRId & SR IR el &1 o $d §, o
JaTERUT & foTU, Al GRT 40% ARG 9 1T, 3R g Tifterds 3 fog Suahh s-er gt 8
TUT TE HTH IR B @ aTel T HH R St g 17

In 2020, peer reviewers worldwide dedicated approximately 130 million hours, equivalent to
nearly 15,000 years, to the review process, according to Deeksha Gupta, director, global
strategy for society programmes at the American Chemical Society.

2020 T, g1 1R & UTaR Regard = aeftem ufshar & arru 130 frfer e fou, S am
15,000 TYY & SRTER &, T8 BRI AP Hiepd Arargd H Tarsc Tmy & faw afye
oA FreRTe e T & SR B

This poses an immense burden to reviewers who must balance reviewing responsibilities with
their own academic and research commitments.

g Hled! IR SIS dig ST &, oI5 THien B oraRal & IY-TTY SOl SPbTaHs 3R
TNy ufdagarstt &1 ¥t Tge s uedr g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page40



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

o But “the peer-reviewed journal system has been unable to adapt to and provide a suitable
system that can leverage Al technologies while controlling for downsides,” per a recent
paper published in The Innovation, co-authored by structural chemist Gautam Desiraju from
the Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru.

A “TrR-feeg oa Rivew srg@ad a3a T SR U1 SUgad oF UeH & 8 orad @18
S JHUE DI AT B U Al THIDT BT START B G, a's'a"mThelnnovatuonﬁ
W&Iﬁwmﬁqv%&aﬂw% o Tg-aRas WREHTHS AT TMad & RRTS (
HRT fagm S, $71ge ) 7

e The rate of annual data generation is outstripping that of the annually published number of
academic articles, the paper added.

TR # g +f SiisT a1 fop a1fffer Se1 Iare &1 o, 81 ITd USHIRId 811 dTd (I Al Bt
T F R ¥ % A7 81 e B

No replacement for humans

G &1 PIs faPpeq g1

¢ The global scientific community needs to experiment with alternatives to the peer-reviewed
journal process “lest scientific productivity falls due to errors or oversight induced by Al-
generated knowledge becoming accepted scientific findings,” the authors added.

aGD! A WSl [ A axTe Tar &1 UeR-Reg Sid Hisha & faaedl & 1 TR = P
HTALIH T 8, “dTs Al-SIfd JH9 & HRUI A arell et a1 gl & gad dFAd IdTedHdl ue
T Y, 3R 98 Wi aqfe e 7 59 Sy

e “While Al cannot replace human reviewers or make final editorial decisions, it can play a
valuable supporting role,” Dr. Gupta said.

i wﬁw% BTAITD Al AT THleren] B I T8l @ w1 sifm dureety Hofy =
HR oI, Afh T8 U Head- Terd YHHT AU THar 817

o “Al-integrated tools can assist in accurately matching manuscripts with appropriate subject-
matter experts and provide preliminary assessments during the prescreening stage.

“Al-TThd YD Uigaitdl ol Iuged [aua-faxivR & A1y Iée U 4 s o Sgrdr ax
Thd & 3R H-wpIf =R01 & RS Gedicrd UeH &R Jobd 7|

e This ensures that only submissions of sufficient quality and relevance proceed to full peer
review, thereby reducing unnecessary workload for reviewers.’
sﬂﬁwﬁ%m%ﬁ?mmﬁw 3R e arelt afiree g€ gof dhr frog aw
SITE, foree Tefterent BT SHTaRg® SRR HH gidl g 1"

e Al can meaningfully assist in peer review but only when leveraged responsibly for bounded
tasks, Shane Rydquist, associate vice-president, delivery and solutions, Cactus
Communications Ltd., said.

Shane Rydquist, associate vice-president, delivery and solutions, Cactus Communications
Ltd., 3 ®eT [ Al IR g & Orfes Geradt R Tl &, Afde Had a9 o 39 fia sl &
fore et & SuanT 3 e

o Al can aid researchers’ workflows, allowing them to manage routine tasks such as literature
searches and data organisation, identify subtle patterns in complex data, and surface
unexpected connections between distant fields that a human might never encounter, he
added.

311 SieT fs Al e dtstt & gt B Hag 3 Javdl 5, o 3 TIfgc Wi 31k SeT e
S Fafiid sl Sure 9, Sifed Ser # g&d Ue uga 9, ok QR-ax1e &1 & s 0
TR Yt ISR B o o iy A G i 7 ¢4 U

e Indeed, Al's role should be to augment human expertise, for example in checking plagiarism
and integrity, as Al excels at detecting text similarity, image manipulation, and data fabrication
patterns, Dr. Rydquist said.

31 AsSfrte 3 Fel f& arad § Al & YfieT AHd faRivsar & 9gM @ g4 =1y, S
WA 3R SR & o &, Fifes Al TRe JHET, AW AfAYERE, iR ST Bfad=
Yo ugar A o SV B

e It can also help with screening, assessing submission quality, formatting compliance, aligning
scope, analysing expertise, identifying potential reviewers based on their publication history,
detecting biases by flagging potentially problematic or biased language, and identifying
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conflict-of-interest patterns.

TSI, YSTER 1 OGN BT oA, HIHICT SUTeH, WhIY HT fHam, fo=srar &1
IR, UHTRM SfeTy & SMUR W YHITIT FHiarb] o1 Ugdr, SHIfdd JHRIT aTed a7 U&fuTd!
TS Y Tl B 199 1 UgaH, 3R @l & €14 (conflict-of-interest) & Ue &1 UgaH o
ft 7gg TR IHar gl

Dr Rydquist added that “the key is augmentation, not replacement”.

31, AZSfee A \_rﬁET & ‘¥ dId augmentation % replacement TR

Amplification risk

gf& (Amplification) HT ST

That said, one still needs human judgement in “evaluating conceptual novelty and
significance; assessing methodological soundness in context; making nuanced judgements
about appropriateness for a journal’s audience; and providing constructive feedback that
advances science,” he added.

R 1ft, IBI e & “SrauRuTEs AT 3R Hed &1 Jouid; IeH § UGfd &I Asied! &
3T, [t SiFa & uTess a1t & for Iugaddr R gea fAufg; iR fag &) omt sgm aret
TS Ufafeear < & Aa o &t st s+t gt o

From a publisher’s perspective, integrating such Al systems is still in its developmental phase,
according to Dr. Gupta: “Rigorous testing and validation are essential before these tools can
be deployed at scale.”

THTRIE & DB W, ST, W & AR, T Al Red &7 wahiaor st off fgewry @Ror & §: g9
JUHUN P §9 TAM IR AN HA F Ugd HSR TRAEUN 3R JATIH HTIRIS ¢ 1

But one concern raised in The Innovation paper is the risk of amplification of a mistake
creeping into a machine-made summary, which could lead future authors to cite and
proliferate the “fundamentally incorrect or misinterpreted science.”

W The Innovation TR & 33T T3 U fidT I8 & o w=i=-fftfa ariw & SIS et g9 s=
W IS ¢ (amplification) P SRH 7, T HiasT & TRae “Hd U § TTerd A1 7Ta7d &1 9
R IR BT IgYd HR I Hhard Idl o |

This “will inevitably then reflect non-replicable papers, mostly without providing any clear
indication of the same,” the authors wrote.

! 7 ferat {6 T8 “3fdd: TR-GFaT (non-replicable) U0  fexars 3, iR Sifiesiera: 39&
TR I P WY g T foem”

‘Not the only reliable source’

‘WHHTA

fayaeig wa =8

There are also biases in Al models that may be difficult to understand and control, like those
stemming from choices of inclusion or exclusion in datasets, from assumptions in the
algorithmic process, and from socioeconomic factors embedded in the operative institutions
developing Al.

P gfgwar & Aisal o vemrd of g1 8, S gugr ok Fafd &A1 34 8 I g, S
Hiwst & T N AT B T TMER B & II I I Y&fUTd, TS Ufehar & A
Trarstt ¥ I UeTd, 3R HEW gfgne fanRid e are gsit & siafifed amnfie-
AP HRBI Y ITF T&UTd |

“Designing a system to counter this is a difficult, continuous undertaking for which the present
peer-reviewed journal system seems ill-equipped,” the authors added.

AP 7 SNST b “SBT T B3 b [T Teh JUMTE! R BT U Hid 3R FRER Ie
ATl BT 8, T RoTT adAT WEeHT-awifa ST Jumel suafe wu 3 3R Radt 31
“We’ve already come across cases where people have used generative Al to inadvertently
propagate false citations, for example, instances where large language models (LLMs)
sometimes generate plausible-sounding but non-existent references, which can create
misleading chains of evidence,” Dr. Rydquist said. ]

31 WESfe A o1 [ 59 Ugd 8 U8 Aal § T §1 g §, 961 ANl A oRied $h
FSAT BT FTINT 3o & P& IS0 A & 1w o fear, Iarexvr & oy, T v <81 5
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YT Hise -t fayaia e arel dfce Sfdcsi dau Seas a3 I ©, Fored it o6t
YIS Hisal a1 ot o1’

¢ When using any generative Al platform or tool, people tend to overlook that it may miss subtle
technical errors that a human expert would catch immediately, Dr. Rydquist continued: “And
LLMs have a tendency to over-represent highly-cited but potentially flawed work while
underweighting newer, corrective research. This is why human oversight remains
indispensable. Without critical evaluation, Al can quickly accelerate misinformation.”
Sl AgSTHeC 7 31 el fob bl 1t SeRfea S ggwi H a1 SUHRU BT IUTIT BRd JHA
TN SRR T8 TR PR < § S T8 Y&F AP11h1 (el BIS bl 8, oI Pl HIA [ARIoT
T UHS AT, 3R IS HIN HSd U: IS Igyd Afer1 Juad: Ffeyef wrd & oifdes mea
3 2, T TU 3R GURTEHS el $) HH HEA 3d ¢, T8 BRI AT Tder SifFard s <@
&, 3R T Sl Tas Yeiod & A ol 9gd doft § TTed a1 H §gl Tl g

e A December 18 paper in Science suggested that despite both the excitement and concern
about using Al in academia, “empirical evidence remains fragmented” and the impact of LLMs
is not fully understood.
18 mﬁmﬁmwﬁwﬁwﬁm%mwﬁmiﬁwa?
IUANT & AR I8 3R a1 Sl & Frac]g “SFHasT=T THTU Wid o+ gu g T
TSEl BT YT T aRE THS T T g |

o The paper showed that LLMs have begun to “reshape scientific production” and that the
importance of English fluency will fall behind “but the importance of robust quality-assessment
frameworks and deep methodological scrutiny is paramount”.
AR+ faara fob &S HIw1 AlSe “axfi+es IATE bl 741 WY 1 L DR Geb § MR 3wt o
Z&rdl %1 Hed Ui I8 ST, “Afde Holad TUIal-Hed e afd 3R T8 UiiTd it &1 Hgd
AR g 1"

o “Alin its current phase of development is certainly not going to be the only reliable source to
refer to and make decisions,” Dr. Gupta said.

ST Tl A g fob “faepTa o adH =RU1 H P gfarw Mg U 3 Ta1 vhHH 9y Jid
Tel 97 o1 <& 7, Foraas smuR W T feran e SiR fofg farg = 1

‘Distinctly human territory’
oy ®u & 919 &

¢ With the evolution of intelligent machines, the intelligence of human beings, especially the
experts and scientists, is going to be more valuable and we need to be cautious and careful
on how to smartly employ these tools without biasing our concepts and fundamentals, she
added.

SfSuH 7T & faera & 91y, Ia g, v ARt 3R awfe! @t 9, 8ifiie Jeaar
B S E! &, SR B8 S 91d IR IaU 3R Tadh g+ $1 Sagaddl § [ 9 SUS Bl
mwwmm T gHRY YR 3R Gayd Rieid verrd J guifad 7 &,
I

o A simple yet effective strategy to minimise errors in Al-driven data synthesis is to avoid relying
on a single model, Dr. Gupta explained.
ST, e A AT {6 HHT gigrn snemid Ser-dxavur § Fedl &1 &0 $RA &1 Th I
QAfp Tt IS 7% B 7% Frad e & died R ARk 7 g1 ol

e Using a combination of models can provide more balanced and accurate results:

Aigal &1 G il Tdferd 3R 3 gt uRkumd & GabaT g

o “Equally important is ensuring that the source datasets are obtained from authentic and
credible databases.”

<78 Y I & Ayl & b Hd Ser-Twg urHidres 3R fayga a1 Weri @ ura feg S 1
o A few technical safeguards can further minimise Al-related errors, Dr. Rydquist added.

. mﬁgm%wwwwmwmﬁw iferd Ffedl &1 SR sifiew

HH PR I

e For example, always validate Al-generated citations and data summaries against primary
sources, he said.
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So does Al help or hinder creativity?

A T T ST TG B Hag Rl § a7 1T ST 82

For one, Al can only make incremental discoveries.

TS 91d I8 ? [ 0 ST Hadt Hite Dt & &R It 71

It can’t however achieve fundamental discoveries for generating truly original hypotheses as
humans can.

BTAITdh I8 T &1 a¥e arad | Hifcle URSH A Sdd B aTett HAYT Jlol Tg] HR G|

In fact Al may be inadvertently constraining creativity and lateral thinking, according to Dr.
Rydquist: “Wrestling with a problem deeply often generates insights, but Al shortcuts may
deprive scientists of this generative friction.”

IRa ¥, 1. ASShee & AR, HHAH FFGHAT 3o H Tareqsmal AR uref g &1 R
TR D g “TH TR A RIS U T HRR AL ITT Bl 8, Al HAT Gfabll &
afd U D! B 5T oS Tuy I dferd B THhd § 17

An important distinction, however, is that while Al is great at solving well-defined problems
within established frameworks, “true creativity often involves reframing the problem itself or
questioning fundamental assumptions. This remains distinctly human territory,” he added.

BTl T Heayu! SicR I8 & P P gfamar wiftd gfdl & iR Wy w0 ¥ gyt
TS B 8 PR B IHY 8, Alh “TRAAD TaEdHdT SRR THR $I 7T &1 J IR
HA 1 AT A=At R U9 ISH ° JeT 81l 8, 3R I8 oy FU ¥ Aa &3 51 351 8,7
REERSIH

“The challenge lies not just in embracing technological progress,” Dr. Gupta said, “but in
pteserving the human spirit that fuels true innovation.”

ST, 1 A Fel o TN bad db-ie! W &1 3O B 81 7, afes 39 AFd A1 &
IR T | B, S IRAfdep AR Bl FHoll et g I”
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Life pays a
‘heat tax’ to
run chemical
reactions

Vasudevan Mukunth

their surroundings.

The universe is strict about
conserving energy. If there is a soup of
cells and you make them settle down and
work together in orderly fashion, you
reduce the system’s entropy. In return
you need to pay a ‘tax’ to the universe, to
account for the drop in entropy. Scientists
have interpreted the heat dumped by
living things to be this tax.

There is a problem, however: it’s two
orders of magnitude higher than it needs
to be to account for the entropy. What
could the rest of the heat be about?

A new study by University of Freiburg,
STFC Daresbury Laboratory, and
University of Edinburgh researchers has
argued that life produces so much heat
because of how cells optimise their
chemistry.

L iving things dump a lot of heat into

Life releases far more heat than
thermodynamics alone requires:;
a new study suggests that this
excess energy helps cells

maintain a complex chemistry
vital for survival

Cells have thousands of chemical
reactions happening all the time. To work
well, these reaction networks need to be
precise and robust without trading off
speed. When cells build proteins, they
need to avoid making mistakes like
putting the wrong amino acid in the
chain. When cells build structures like
their “skeleton’, they need to make parts

of very particular sizes. And when they
respond to stress, like sudden heat, they
need to react quickly.

The researchers have proposed that
cells achieve all these different goals using
the same chemical setup, so to speak, i.e.
they create chemical cycles that are
driven far from equilibrium — like pushing
a merry-go-round really hard instead of
letting it just slow down once molecules
have had their turns on it.

Say there’s a reversible chemical
reaction: A=B. At equilibrium, the
reaction will reach a balance where A
converts to B at exactly the same rate at
which B converts to A, so everything will
settle into stable proportions and just sit
there. Then, say you force the system
away from this natural balance by
constantly pumping in more and more A.
Now the reaction will be driven in one
direction and the system will no longer be
at rest. This state is said to be far from
equilibrium.

In the paper, the researchers focused
on a reaction called ATP hydrolysis: ATP
=ADP + phosphate. At equilibrium this
reaction settles into certain proportions
of ATP versus ADP. However, cells actively
maintain the ratio at about 10 billion
times what equilibrium would be, which
is extremely far from equilibrium. They
do this by constantly making fresh ATP,
using up the ATP in cellular reactions,
and preventing the reverse reaction from
happening much.

When reactions are far from
equilibrium, they can do useful work and
can be controlled precisely. But when
they are at equilibrium they are
practically dead: you can’t control
anything because there is no net energy
flow.

Maintaining this imbalance and
running all the reaction cycles will
necessarily generate an enormous
amount of heat. It’s effectively a tax cells
pay to remain versatile.

The paper’s calculations showed that
these driven chemical cycles account for a
large fraction of the heat that organisms
dump. And evolution has apparently
decided that this is worth it.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

to account for the drop in entropy.

9% da Uerdl # fiRTde &1 Rare gom & RIT U] sais &) U ‘&Y 1 Usdi 2|

account for the entropy.

Life pays a ‘heat
tax’ to run
chemical
reactions

Stia= &1
IS
Sfyfspars aam
& fore SoHT B
BT USdl &

. Living
things dump a lot
of heat into their
surroundings.
Sitfad wroft s
SUTY & qraravol §
g 3Hib SHEAT
Bled g

The
universe is strict
about conserving
energy.
TS SHoll A& &
0 &1 dHR HAR
gl
. If there is a
soup of cells and you
make them settle
down and work
together in orderly
fashion, you reduce
the system’s entropy.
g BIRIBIST BT Th
J B 3R T TR
IfYd didb I FRR
BIDR AR BTH
FRA & o IR R
g, < 319 39 YoTTedt
I TSIl HH FR 3
gl
. In return
you need to pay a
‘tax’ to the universe,

Scientists have interpreted the heat dumped by living things to be this tax.
[ <1 Shifaa TR gRT BTS! T8 ™1 &1 33 R & T4 & I0h 5|

There is a problem, however: it's two orders of magnitude higher than it needs to be to

BTN Udh THET §: g &S Uit o1 fRure gevm & fore foraet sirawas §, 399 &t Sifex

31w Aiftegs o Bl

What could the rest of the heat be about?

dl STt o1 fh g BRI A I Bl 22
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A new study by University of Freiburg, STFC Daresbury Laboratory, and University of
Edinburgh researchers has argued that life produces so
much heat because of how cells optimise their chemistry.
University of Freiburg, STFC Daresbury Laboratory, 3R
University of Edinburgh & SNYa&disf & Th -4 3{eqg A db
T & fos Sita ot 31 oA 3T Id vl § Rl
PIRBIY U IATATADT BT STHA BT § 1
Cells have thousands of chemical reactions happening all
the time.
%ﬁﬁm&ﬁ A &R THY gk} It fifpard St e

|
To work well, these reaction networks need to be precise
and robust without trading off speed.
3] IRE B B & fo7g, 37 efifhar-Aeas| i 1fd 4
T fU =1 Tt SiR Teigd g1 31avas ¢

When cells build proteins, they need to avoid making mistakes like putting the wrong amino

acid in the chain.

gaﬁﬁmﬁtﬁeﬁqaﬂﬁ%, A 38 SR H Terd i ST S St TTafadl § /e usd
|

When cells build structures like their ‘skeleton’, they need to make parts of very particular

sizes.

TS PIRIBIE 3O BT SRT TRA ST §, 1 S S5 [A1RIY HTHR & G 71 Usd &

And when they respond to stress, like sudden heat, they need to react quickly.

3R O 9 3D TH S a1 TR Ufafpar st €, O I ael @ ufafear s uedt 21

The researchers have proposed that cells achieve all these different goals using the same

chemical setup, so to speak, i.e. they create chemical cycles that are driven far from

equilibrium — like pushing a merry-go-round really hard instead of letting it just slow down

once molecules have had their turns on it.

Mecparalt 3 TRATad fordT § o HIRABIE T Tt SehT-31eHT 8T Teh B If-ich a1 §
BIRIG HRcll &, Srufd F T IS Ih ST § off Hga-T o 9gd ge SaTad aid 8, o fargit
o B! Igd AR F YD G, Tl Db b U] 30T IRT G A o 916 98 OR-4R ¥ S|
Say there’s a reversible chemical reaction: A B.

T AT T Teradd! It Sififhar §: A = Bl

At equilibrium, the reaction will reach a balance where A converts to B at exactly the same
rate at which B converts to A, so everything will settle into stable proportions and just sit
there.

Tgad R, ffiforar Tt srawt & ugd SMEt 58T A ¥ B §71 &1 &R 31d 3a- of gt fora-t B ¥
AT B R, o8 99 o RR orurd ¥ 99 fRR g1 S|

Then, say you force the system away from this natural balance by constantly pumping in
more and more A.

R A ST 310 TR 31fees-T-31fieh A STAHR YUITe &1 39 Widhiad dda-d I g 4hd od
gl

Now the reaction will be driven in one direction and the system will no longer be at rest.

31q ifforar ua fa=m & mt ggiht SR vomeht 3@ fRR 78 |

This state is said to be far from equilibrium.

T AT I Wgad A 9gd g1 Hal Al |

In the paper, the researchers focused on a reaction called ATP hydrolysis: ATP ADP +
phosphate.

TR T Sydaist 4 Tédt sra-sraeed A sififear iR & Sisd fdar: ATP = ADP +
phosphate|
At equilibrium this reaction settles into certain proportions of ATP versus ADP.

Tga W T8 MUHaT ATP 3R ADP & $ Fifd srgurd & fRR 81 ot 2

However, cells actively maintain the ratio at about 10 billion times what equilibrium would be,
which is extremely far from equilibrium.
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BTalifh, BIRABTE T MU BT WihT FT J TeH P! g H THIHT 10 3R AT TR ST
TG &, S Iga § 3fdd gR 8

They do this by constantly making fresh ATP, using up the ATP in cellular reactions, and
preventing the reverse reaction from happening much.

d U8 HTH TR FT ATP SHIHR, BIRGIT SHfcharst § ATP HT SUIRT &b, 3R Iadct
ffforar o Sifties B A Ab R Bl & |

When reactions are far from equilibrium, they can do useful work and can be controlled
precisely.

e Sy Tqe 9 g g €, df 3 Suantt Bl R Wehdl € 3R I wete U 4 Frifya
foan o1 9l g

But when they are at equilibrium they are practically dead: you can’t control anything because
there is no net energy flow.

AfthT 9 3 Tga W Bl 8, df d ARG T ¥ FAfSsy gielt 8: 30 $o oft i 7gf w1
Tohd i PIS PG SHoll YaTe el eidll

Maintaining this imbalance and running all the reaction cycles will necessarily generate an
enormous amount of heat.

Y SR B ST X1 SR Tt sifforar-ass gamn sifard wu 9 sraftie o & Sear
I B

It's effectively a tax cells pay to remain versatile.

g Id H T ‘B § Sl bIRIHIE SgH! a1 I & o Jbrell ¢ |

The paper’s calculations showed that these driven chemical cycles account for a large
fraction of the heat that organisms dump.

TR P TurETeft 7 fomma fos 3 denferd T @ shial gR1 Bist 18 ™ & ds e & forg
forER g
And evolution has apparently decided that this is worth it.

3R famTasa A Wy wu I fAufg forn 8 % g8 wima gam sfa g1

A
Visual: The drug shown here is created by slightly altering the chemical structure of Y. Name Y, whose use QU IZ
led to a tragedy in the 1950s and 1960s. PUBLICDOMAIN _ ___________.______._..._
——GS lI: S&T r
Answers to January 22 quiz: L mmrmrmnmomssnnee e Term: |Ce COI‘e

1. Cylinder of ice drilled out of a larger mass

-Ans: Ice core

2. Mass numbers of oxygen isotopes used to estimate ancient temperatures - Ans: 16 and 18

3. What palynology studies in a scientific way - Ans: Dust
4. Collective changes in earth’s movements affecting the climate - Ans: Milankovitch cycles
5. Sea creatures whose shells register the ocean temperature - Ans: Foraminifera

Visual: Speleothems

First contact: Tamal Biswas | K.N. Viswanathan | Anmol Agrawal | Kavya M.R. | Mariya John

An ice core is a cylindrical section of
ice drilled vertically out of large ice
masses such as glaciers or polar ice
sheets.

Explanation:

Ice cores are extracted by scientists to study layers of accumulated snow and ice over
many years.

Each layer traps tiny air bubbles and particles, preserving ancient atmospheric data.

They help reconstruct past climates, temperature changes, greenhouse gas levels, and
volcanic events.

Ice core research is fundamental to understanding Earth’s climate history.

Oxygen Isotopes Used in Paleoclimate Studies

Oxygen isotopes are atoms of oxygen that have the same number of protons (8) but differ in the
number of neutrons, giving different mass numbers.

Key Mass Numbers:
The two stable isotopes used to study past climates are:
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e *60 (mass number 16) — the lighter and most common isotope.
e 780 (mass number 18) — the heavier isotope.

Why These Matter:

The ratio of #180 to #160 in materials like ice cores, marine sediments, or fossils changes with
temperature. Scientists measure this ratio to estimate ancient temperatures because lighter 160
evaporates more readily and heavier 180 condenses preferentially in cooler conditions.

Palynology — Scientific Study of Dust-Like Particles

Palynology is the scientific discipline concerned with the study of microscopic, dust-like organic
particles such as pollen grains and spores produced by plants. The term comes from the Greek
word palynos meaning “dust” and -logy meaning “study.”

Explanation:

e Palynologists analyze pollen, spores, and palynomorphs preserved in sediments, soil, and
air.

e These microscopic particles behave like dust and are widely dispersed by wind and water.

e Their study helps reconstruct past vegetation, climates, and environments.

e Applications include geology, archaeology, environmental science, and forensics.

Milankovitch Cycles — Orbital Climate Forcing

Milankovitch cycles refer to long-term, periodic changes in Earth’s orbital characteristics that influence
the amount and distribution of solar radiation reaching the planet.

Explanation:

e These cycles include eccentricity (shape of Earth’s orbit), obliquity (tilt of Earth’s axis), and
precession (wobble of Earth’s axis).

e They operate over tens to hundreds of thousands of years.

e Variations in these movements alter seasonal and latitudinal sunlight patterns.

o They play a major role in triggering ice ages and interglacial periods.

Foraminifera — Ocean Temperature Recorders

Foraminifera are tiny, single-celled marine organisms that build calcium carbonate shells (tests) in
ocean waters.

Explanation:

¢ As foraminifera grow, they incorporate elements and oxygen isotopes from seawater into
their shells.

e The ratio of oxygen-18 (*180) to oxygen-16 (*160) and trace elements like magnesium in
their shells reflect the temperature of the water when they formed.

o After they die, their shells accumulate in ocean sediments.

e Scientists examine these shell records to reconstruct past ocean temperatures and climate
changes over geological time.

GS Paper III: Environment,

TOPICS COVERED | 27 January 2026

1. | India’s biggest climate gap could be language
HIRA BT GG T91 TAaryg 3R HTHT g1 Hpdl
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India’s biggest climate gap could be language

f'there is one serious gap in science
l communication, it is the language and
jargon. In the absence of effective
communication based on clearly understandable
language that people can relate to and
contextualise, science will always be either poorly
understood or misunderstood.

The meaning of loss and damage

At recent United Nations climate conferences, few
phrases have been repeated as often as ‘Loss and
Damage’. It has been invoked at negotiations,
stitched into drafts, and debated in press
briefings as if its meaning were universally
understood. But Loss and Damage is not simply a
diplomatic vocabularyj it refers to climate
impacts that communities cannot adapt to: the
destruction of crops and homes, but also the loss
of identity, land, traditions, ecosystems, and the
quiet erosion of cultural memory. It is meant to
capture not just what is broken, but what can
never be restored. And yet, somewhere between
the global negotiation table and the governance
realities on the ground, the meaning collapses.

In India, the language shifts sharply as it moves
downstream. Loss becomes nuksaan aaklan — an
assessment to be filled after a disaster. Damage
becomes haani purti — compensation calculated
through established norms. The broader crisis
becomes aapda, aapda rahat, or aapda
prabandhan — administrative categories shaped
by decades of disaster response, not by the
complex realities of climate change.

So, when global actors speak of ‘Loss and
Damage finance’, it is often understood locally as
a little more than post-disaster relief — a far
narrower understanding than the international
framing, which also encompasses slow-onset
impacts, biodiversity loss, the disappearance of
ancestral lands, and the erosion of social fabric.

The fuller spectrum of irreversible climate loss
collapses into what can be counted,

Flavia Lopes

Programme Officer,
UNEP India. Views are
personal

Balakrishna
Pisupati

Head, UNEP India.
Views are personal

We have more
data than ever,
but less clarity
on where it
matters most

compensated, and closed. This is not a minor
semantic problem; it is a governance gap. When
climate language narrows, so do the policy
responses it enables — even the most ambitious
global commitments risk becoming abstractions.

Over the past decade, India’s climate science
has advanced rapidly. We now have district-level
heat projections, urban flood models, crop yield
simulations, and attribution studies capable of
tracing the fingerprints of climate change on
specific extreme events. Yet, this capacity has not
been matched by investment to make the science
usable for decision-makers and communities. The
result is a paradox: we have more data than ever,
but less clarity on where it matters most.

A district magistrate may receive a
vulnerability assessment packed with indices and
statistical language, but struggle to translate it
into tomorrow’s decisions. Communities,
meanwhile, also encounter climate messaging
through fragmented channels, each using
different vocabulary and urgency. Too often,
climate communication assumes that more
information leads to better decisions. But this
approach rarely holds. People don’t act simply
because they know more; they act when
information feels relevant, doable, and aligned
with their lived reality.

This is why communication is not a “soft”
add-on to climate policy but a core enabler of
delivery. Heat advisories that tell people to “stay
indoors between 12 and 3 p.m.” assume the
privilege of being able to stop work. Flood
warnings delivered by SMS assume literacy and
smartphone access. Meanwhile, risk dashboards
proliferate across States and cities, often
technically impressive yet underused because
they are too complex and not designed around
how real decisions are made under pressure.

When climate information is clear, trusted, and
grounded in everyday realities, the entire climate
ecosystem shifts: policy becomes sharper,

India’s biggest climate gap could be Iangua%

WWWE@TWWW Hhdl

communities respond faster, and investments
flow towards solutions that work. For instance,
Odisha’s cyclone preparedness model shows that
evacuation success does not come from
technology alone. It comes from years of building
public confidence in the credibility of alerts
issued by the state. Trust becomes a form of
infrastructure as critical as shelters or sensors.
Clear communication can similarly strengthen
heat preparedness, guide flood response, and
help governments justify climate investments by
translating risk into everyday consequences:
school closures, water shortages, hospital
admissions, labour productivity, and crop loss.

What climate communication must deliver
Effective communication begins with use. It turns
projections into decisions: not just ‘heat index
rise’, but what it means for school timings,
outdoor work, and public health preparedness;
not just ‘flood return intervals’, but how flooding
will affect commute routes, household safety, and
service delivery in specific neighbourhoods. And
it works best when co-created with frontline
workers, panchayat leaders, farmers, fisherfolk,
teachers, and local journalists.

If we are serious about turning climate science
into climate action, it needs a communication
framework as intentional as its forecasting
systems and policy mechanisms. That means
simplifying climate information, localising it for
real contexts and languages, humanising science
through lived realities, institutionalising
communication capacity within government
systems, and strengthening media partnerships
so risk narratives are understood, trusted, and
acted upon.

‘When communication fails, science stays
locked in reports, policies don’t translate into
practice, and preparedness remains uneven; and
when it succeeds, resilience becomes a shared
social and political possibility.

o |If there is one serious gap in science communication, it is the language and jargon.
T AT WA & 1 T TR B 2, Q1 98 I SR TR Srearac 31
¢ Inthe absence of effective communication based on clearly understandable language that
people can relate to and contextualise, science will always be either poorly understood or

misunderstood.

e WY, HZH g 3R AT b ATHT T TSI I TR TR THTe TaR 7 87, o fag ga=n
1 il Sleh J FHSAT T STC T Teied FH e |

The meaning of loss and damage

B 3R &ifar 1 oref

o Atrecent United Nations climate conferences, few phrases have been repeated as often as

‘Loss and Damage’.

gﬂ%ﬁgﬁﬁﬂgmwﬁﬁﬁamammloss and Damage’ ST+ SR GI8RE Y
|

e |t has been invoked at negotiations, stitched into drafts, and debated in press briefings as if its

meaning were universally understood.

3 grafell ¥ IR-gR IS/ T, HAIG! H SieT T, 3R U ardiel # 39 kg 989 $1 718 A

g 31 gut &) g9 U A J1d 81

e But Loss and Damage is not simply a diplomatic vocabulary; it refers to climate impacts that
communities cannot adapt to: the destruction of crops and homes, but also the loss of
identity, land, traditions, ecosystems, and the quiet erosion of cultural memory.
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It is meant to capture not just what is broken, but what can never be restored.

%ﬁl@%’@&)dm 2l IS ®1 Y, afeds 39 Tl & Wi uswe § o it O agTe et
ST HehdT|

And yet, somewhere between the global negotiation table and the governance realities on the
ground, the meaning collapses.

TR oft, Ay aral-aTferesT 3iR A R WA &1 aRafadbdrelt & st wgl gueT o gear
iy g1 ST B

In India, the language shifts sharply as it moves downstream.

YR T Ig UV = & TR TR 3Td &1 <ol I gat ot g |

Loss becomes nuksaan aaklan — an assessment to be filled after a disaster.

Loss ‘T BT & IITdl 8, 37Ufd SMTUGT & §1G HRT ST aTa SHTHa |

Damage becomes haani purti — compensation calculated through established norms.
Damage ‘BT gftf &9 1T &, Srufd RIMd TFe! & S8R UM &t 715 ifagfd|

The broader crisis becomes aapda, aapda rahat, or aapda prabandhan — administrative

categories shaped by decades of disaster response, not by the complex realities of climate
change.

YD Tebe *3TUST, *3ATIST AST, T *3ATUCT YSeT T ST 8, Sl Gh! B SMUST-Ufafshar I g+
U= AforT ], 7 f Sraarg uitad &t sifed arafadwarstt I

So, when global actors speak of ‘Loss and Damage finance’, it is often understood locally as
a little more than post-disaster relief — a far narrower understanding than the international
framing, which also encompasses slow-onset impacts, biodiversity loss, the disappearance of
ancestral lands, and the erosion of social fabric.

Eﬂﬁﬂ oid a% U& ‘Loss and Damage finance’ P! §1d B % ar 3@ [T TR W R
Had TUST & §IE BT 5d U IS e JH o1l 8, SN 3 Gid &t g1 J 9gd apiof
Gug &, i SiaRRTgia uRuTer & - ae arel g, Yl 1 BT, Uqe YA T
A B, 3R FHATRIS a1 BT &R +f 2feye B

The fuller spectrum of irreversible climate loss collapses into what can be counted,
compensated, and closed.

aRad= STaary JHuT &1 U aRT RifedR Had 3 diel g I8 Sdl § forg fAr o
T, G3HTaST T S b, 3R HTHa sie far o s |

This is not a minor semantic problem; it is a governance gap.

g PIs BICI HINTE JHRIT Ta1 5, Seep U5 MMA-SATRIT BT FHI 5|

When climate language narrows, so do the policy responses it enables — even the most
ambitious global commitments risk becoming abstractions.

e SIaR] BT U7 AT Bicht ©, df 39 YR W & a1 arait Afera iciforand oft Fifra gt
S €, 3R a9 o Hearsiel afye ufaagant off ord ard s9aR 38 SH &7 Sy IoTdt €
Over the past decade, India’s climate science has advanced rapidly.

e a=I% & YRA &1 Jaarg g o ¥ 3 §¢1 81

We now have district-level heat projections, urban flood models, crop yield simulations, and
attribution studies capable of tracing the fingerprints of climate change on specific extreme
events.

fRufor sremge § S fafiy wRy gereit R Siaarg uRkada & gHTal & Hdd Uga Idbd ] |
Yet, this capacity has not been matched by investment to make the science usable for
decision-makers and communities.

R+, 39 &WaT & STy U1 a1 75T gon § ot 39 o &1 Mufaeatsll ok wqerdl & fog
IO 1 Hh |

The result is a paradox: we have more data than ever, but less clarity on where it matters
most.

RO T faRIUTHI B SAR U1Y Ugd ¥ el 31fie Se1 8, AT I8 Wydl &H & & a8 gad
31f¥ Pl AT ITdT 8

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

PageSO



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

o A district magistrate may receive a vulnerability assessment packed with indices and
statistical language, but struggle to translate it into tomorrow’s decisions.

T T HoREe &1 Yad ! 3R iR HINT F HRT Fde-=itedT e fird gedl 7, Afde
I FHA & ORI § Iea1 Hie g bl g

¢ Communities, meanwhile, also encounter climate messaging through fragmented channels,
each using different vocabulary and urgency.
SR ger Wi foReR §U AT § SIarg He Rl B A IR &, STel g% HIedH S(eRT sgraat
3R ST AT BT TN HRaT 5 |

e Too often, climate communication assumes that more information leads to better decisions.
SRR TG YR T8 A AT & [ 31 TSR] s8R ol g @ ot 81|

e But this approach rarely holds.
Afp 78 =B e & e Sear B

o People don’t act simply because they know more; they act when information feels relevant,
doable, and aligned with their lived reality.
T Fad gufed 1 T8 B [ I $1fd I §, 3 79 H IR ¢ oF STHBRT 3= Ui,
agHd, 3R 307 Sfiad & rHal & T T g

e This is why communication is not a “soft” add-on to climate policy but a core enabler of
delivery.
I TaR Searg -ifd &1 $is “Arue” sfafkad UFT 8l Sfch fharaa- &7 4T Germddl ¢ |

o Heat advisories that tell people to “stay indoors between 12 and 3 p.m.” assume the privilege
of being able to stop work.

S T Seieht TR AT € FEd § [ 12 | 3 99 & g W P iaR 3, 3 98 fRIviieR
AHER IAd & [ AN BT A Thd gl

e Flood warnings delivered by SMS assume literacy and smartphone access.
THUHTY I Sht 718 916 AdTaf-aT QieRdl iR WEWIA SUASIAT AR gt g |

¢ Meanwhile, risk dashboards proliferate across States and cities, often technically impressive
yet underused because they are too complex and not designed around how real decisions are
made under pressure.
=3t o, TSt SR Tel H S| SXEIE Fgd O B §, S SRR ddb-id! 0 o YUTaRIel gid
g0 i B IugiT A o1d B, i 3 wgd wiied § 3R gard § ardfde Mufg B fow o €,
3P IR FETE 81 fhu MW &

o When climate information is clear, trusted, and grounded in everyday realities, the entire
climate ecosystem shifts: policy becomes sharper, communities respond faster, and
investments flow towards solutions that work.

T STAdrg SHHR W, fagRa=ta, 3R IowRT & arafdearst 3 g8t gidl 8, d )7 Jadrg
QIR Sia W &: ~Aifer $iférep aT S &, Tgard doft @ wferfeban <d €, o e 3 e
B 3R §8d § O a9 | HTH B g

e Forinstance, Odisha’s cyclone preparedness model shows that evacuation success does not
come from technology alone.

IaTeRT & foru, M= &1 Tshard-duRt Hisd faxardl & fb el & Ihad dad daeb-ie 3
TEY 3Tt |

e |t comes from years of building public confidence in the credibility of alerts issued by the state.
g T GRT SR} Adraf~at o faya-adr W ST &7 fayry auf § a9 F ot 71

e Trust becomes a form of infrastructure as critical as shelters or sensors.
T ue U SawiRg=T &7 ST € O Syd-Riat a1 YR ot & Agayuf g1

e Clear communication can similarly strengthen heat preparedness, guide flood response, and
help governments justify climate investments by translating risk into everyday consequences:
school closures, water shortages, hospital admissions, labour productivity, and crop loss.

33l e WY TaR TH B TTRY ) ASigd R Ghd 3, 91 Ufafehar &1 32 ¢ Jobar &, 3R
SIRIA P ATRT & GHTAl T FGADR IRDRI DI AR Fa<1 B IId 383 & TG HR Fahal
8 Tpd §¢, T 3t HHI, 3Ruard § Ydl, 47 ITeHdT, 3R BAd g1 |

What climate communication must deliver
Sedig AR B T IUAST BT ?IT%E
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o Effective communication begins with use.
TUTA TR &1 Y[FSHTT ITANT ¥ gt 3|

e |t turns projections into decisions: not just ‘heat index rise’, but what it means for school
timings, outdoor work, and public health preparedness; not just ‘flood return intervals’, but
how flooding will affect commute routes, household safety, and service delivery in specific
neighbourhoods.

g gargaH! &1 Fofl & 95adr 8: Had 1Y qabi® Jig’ -Tal, Sied SHD] WA GH, Bt
BT, 3R Frao—es WA dURY TR FT YHTG BN, Had ‘qlg TRIGRT SfaRTeT -al, afewd a1
3T ave A AN, TR Ra, SR ARy seme! § Yal-ueM & uyifad S|

o And it works best when co-created with frontline workers, panchayat leaders, farmers,
fisherfolk, teachers, and local journalists.
3R I TaY 3BT q9 HTH BT ¢ ofd 39 edrg-T Hidl, garad arsil, faml, agsemT
e, R, ok R Rl & A1y A gg-ffifa farar s

e If we are serious about turning climate science into climate action, it needs a communication
framework as intentional as its forecasting systems and policy mechanisms.
afe & STy foRT 1 Sefarg RS H geer & g 1R 8, o 56 forg 31 & sezaquf
TR gl aTfet T 3% qargaM df iR =ifoerd d |

e That means simplifying climate information, localising it for real contexts and languages,
humanising science through lived realities, institutionalising communication capacity within
government systems, and strengthening media partnerships so risk narratives are
understood, trusted, and acted upon.

21 37 § TAag TFSHRT B TR ST, I IRAfad Teuf R UTwIs & g RIF
M1, St o YAl o HIEgH Y faFH 1 AR 41, SRBRT Junferd] & HidR TaR &
I TRINT F1, 3R ST T2l & Asey H1 difes ST o1 HUTE THgh S, 39 W
RIT |, 3R IP TR HRATS g1

o When communication fails, science stays locked in reports, policies don’t translate into
practice, and preparedness remains uneven; and when it succeeds, resilience becomes a
shared social and political possibility.

9 TaR fawra gar g, Ot fagme Rue! & s T8 o1 g, Hifoal aagR & 78t Iavdl, iR dardt
Wﬁ?@?ﬁ@%‘;éﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁﬁwﬁm%ﬁﬁwwwwmﬂwﬁ%
THTEHT &9 S 2 |
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IAF achieved air superiority over
Pak. in Sindoor: Swiss think tank

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

A report by Switzerland-
based Centre for Military
History and Perspective
Studies (CHPM) has stated
that by the morning of May
10, 2025, the Indian Air
Force (IAF) had achieved
air superiority over signifi-
cant portions of Pakistani
airspace, enabling it to
conduct long-range preci-
sion strikes against enemy
infrastructure with relative
freedom.

Authored by military
historian Adrien Fontanel-
laz, the report reveals that
India’s ability to sustain
stand-off attacks depended
largely on the availability
of advanced munitions
such as BrahMos and
SCALP-EG cruise missiles.

In contrast, the Pakistan
Air Force (PAF) progres-
sively lost its capacity to re-
plicate the complex air op-
erations it had carried out
successfully on May 7, fol-
lowing the destruction of
forward air-surveillance ra-
dars and the growing
threat posed by India’s
S-400 air defence systems
to Pakistani AWACS and
stand-off strike platforms.

Pakistani strikes bet-
ween May 7 and 10 were

Wing Commander Vyomika Singh (left) and Colonel Sofiya Qureshi
address the media over Operation Sindoor on May 7, 2025. ANI

largely neutralised by In-
dian defences.

The CHPM report notes
that on May 7, one of two
Indian strike formations —
comprising Rafale or Mir-
age 20001 fighter aircraft —
penetrated Pakistani air-
space at very low altitude
before executing pop-up
manoeuvres to release pre-
cision-guided bombs. The
aircraft continued to guide
the munitions until im-
pact, deliberately exposing
themselves to interception
by Pakistani fighters and
engagement by ground-
based air defence systems.

As early as the morning
of May 7, Pakistani artillery
opened fire along the Line
of Control, prompting im-
mediate Indian retaliation.
Later that night, the PAF
launched a large-scale of-

fensive involving more
than 300 drones, JF-17
fighters, and CM-400AKG
missiles. Pakistani forces
focused their attacks on In-
dia’s Rafale fighters, treat-
ing them as priority targets
for their symbolic value. Is-
lamabad claimed that with-
in an hour, it shot down six
Indian aerial platforms —
three Rafales, one
Su-30MKI, one MiG-29UPG
and a large drone - inside
Indian airspace, using both
fighter aircraft and a sur-
face-to-air missile battery.
The IAF did not com-
ment on losses, stating on-
ly that all pilots involved
were safe, the report reads.
The drone swarms tar-
geted Indian Army forward
posts, command head-
quarters, logistics nodes
and air bases, while also at-

tempting to trigger Indian
air-defence radars for elec-
tronic intelligence collec-
tion. The PAF employed
Songar armed drones, Yi-
haa-IIT (Turkish designed)
suicide drones, and con-
ducted cyberattacks
against military and civi-
lian targets. Higher-alti-
tude Bayraktar TB2 and
Akinci drones were used
alongside Pakistan Army
salvos of Fatah-I and Fatah-
I rockets and Hatf-II ballis-
tic missiles.

Despite the scale of the
assault, the report states
that Pakistan failed to satu-
rate Indian air defences.
Most incoming munitions
were intercepted, and In-
dian surface-to-air missile
batteries repeatedly relo-
cated to avoid detection.

Detecting preparations
for another Pakistani strike
on May 9, India launched a
swift counterstrike. Bet-
ween 2 a.m. and 5 a.m. on
May 10, the IAF fired Brah-
Mos, SCALP-EG and Ram-
page missiles from within
Indian airspace using
Su-30MKIs, Jaguars and
Rafales. Seven targets up to
200 km inside Pakistan
were struck, including a
surface-to-air missile bat-
tery and five airbases, the
report reads.

IAF achieved air superiority over Pak. in Sindoor: Swiss think tank

Rigr ¥ urer. R a1g a<ivq g1fea far snguew 3: f&w e &%

A report by Switzerland-based Centre for Military History and Perspective Studies
(CHPM) has stated that by the morning of May 10, 2025, the Indian Air Force (IAF) had
achieved air superiority over significant portions of Pakistani airspace, enabling it to
conduct long- range precision strikes against enemy infrastructure with relative freedom.

Racords fRua dex wik A R ts

wNfdeg WSS (CHPM) &t te Ui & Fa1

& fo5 10 WS 2025 Y Yag I U arg VAT (IAF) 7 UIBTaTil §a18 &9 & Ayl fewt
IR 91 9 g1Rd B for o1, T 39 g=A & gfaTdl ofd R |l gt & Aét® gHd dd
P S(UETHA WaAd |
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Authored by military historian Adrien Fontanellaz, the report reveals that India’s ability to
sustain stand-off attacks depended largely on the availability of advanced munitions such
as BrahMos and SCALP-EG cruise missiles.

I SR Teae Biemard gRT fafad 39 KU § gamn T § {6 URd & Ws-3iiw
U B! TTY G B AT BT g8 db AT SIUTRI S TR 3R SCALP-EG HH
frarsal @1 Juasdr wR f1R <

In contrast, the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) progressively lost its capacity to replicate the
complex air operations it had carried out successfully on May 7, following the destruction of
forward air-surveillance radars and the growing threat posed by India’s S-400 air defence
systems to Pakistani AWACS and stand-off strike platforms.

39 fuild, UIfware arg T (PAF) A 7 08 &1 IhadIydd (U U Sfed gaTs S &l
SIeXH Bt & eR-9R @ &, Fifer BiRas ToR-afdaig TSR &1 37121 gai iR YRd &1 8-
400 TTY &1 JUTIrAY ¥ UIfHt AWACS 3R R S-3iTh WIEdh WehiH WR Jedl Wl dal
gor|

Pakistani strikes between May 7 and 10 were largely neutralised by Indian defences.

7 9 10 HE & S UIfHTIT gH &1 YR & gomferdl = g7 99 W fArerHd &= fean

The CHPM report notes that on May 7, one of two Indian strike formations — comprising
Rafale or Mirage 2000l fighter aircraft — penetrated Pakistani airspace at very low altitude
before executing pop-up manoeuvres to release precision-guided bombs.

CcHPM fXO1E & T a1 § {6 7 7S &1 &) URA Wedh BIHH & 9 U — o Itha a1
fARTST 20001 TETE fAUT MG & — 3 980 HH a8 WR UIfbEa gars & H yawr faar 3R
R UT-31T GG FHR Ieid e a0 a1
The aircraft continued to guide the munitions until impact, deliberately exposing themselves to
interception by Pakistani fighters and engagement by ground-based air defence systems.

Tt 7 dea W IR a% AR &1 ArieRiE Rt a1, o § SHagas aifdhdrt aeid
U gRT SR 3R YfN-3merRa arg & yunferal Bt HRars &b e 3|

As early as the morning of May 7, Pakistani artillery opened fire along the Line of Control,
prompting immediate Indian retaliation.

7 U & Y96 ol it argar = fARior Y1 )R MaeRt IF a4, fS9s a9 § YRd A
dbTel wfcrny foan

Later that night, the PAF launched a large-scale offensive involving more than 300 drones,
JF-17 fighters, and CM-400AKG missiles.

I I1d a1 A, PAF 7 300 & 31f¥re §14, JF-17 @STP fau 3R CM-400AKG firarsal &t
M R U §S THM WR gHa fhan

Pakistani forces focused their attacks on India’s Rafale fighters, treating them as priority
targets for their symbolic value.

qTicheamit gl A YRd & b d ASIH [GHH DI 37D UdIBTHD Heed & HRUI UTAFHD A&
CRIEREEEACaY

Islamabad claimed that within an hour, it shot down six Indian aerial platforms — three
Rafales, one Su-30MKI, one MiG-29UPG and a large drone — inside Indian airspace, using
both fighter aircraft and a surface-to-air missile battery.

SEIHIEIG A &1 a1 o T 1 & HieR I YR 5918 &7 § B8 HRH gaTs Wehid —
19 e, TP Su-30MKI, T MiG-29UPG 3R T 8T §F — ! de1g AT 3R Ieag A
791 ¥ AR & arell frarga 9edt 31 95 3 aR iR

The IAF did not comment on losses, stating only that all pilots involved were safe, the
report reads.

W%ﬁa@w, IAF 3 JHUH R H18 fewuft 981 &1 $iR FHad sa-1 Fel o |t uraere
TRfdra 31

The drone swarms targeted Indian Army forward posts, command headquarters,
logistics nodes and air bases, while also attempting to trigger Indian air-defence radars for
electronic intelligence collection.

S gl 7 URdA J1 3t R s, wHis eIy, Affoiedd Aigd 3R THR o B
Wﬁmmaqm %éﬁﬁﬁmwmw&mmm?mWﬁm
BT 7Ty |
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o The PAF employed Songar armed drones, Yihaa-lll (Turkish designed) suicide drones,
and conducted cyberattacks against military and civilian targets.

PAF = HITR 9 §H, Yihaa-lll (&1 [STTS) STeTaTd! S &1 SUART fhar iR ¥4 9
IR 3! & RIaTs qIger gHa [l

o Higher-altitude Bayraktar TB2 and Akinci drones were used alongside Pakistan Army
salvos of Fatah-l and Fatah-Il rockets and Hatf-l ballistic missiles.

TS IR IS a1 TRRTFR TB2 3R ifdheft G, T1Y & urferarit 41 & Wag-l 3R Weg-
11 bel auT gewp-1l AferRee gl o1 W swamra forar man

o Despite the scale of the assault, the report states that Pakistan failed to saturate Indian air
defences.

TN & 93 U9 & Jracie, RUid & w1 T § fos uifessd ™ WReita arg & yonfer &) Sqw
HA ¥ fawd @l

e Most incoming munitions were intercepted, and Indian surface-to-air missile batteries
repeatedly relocated to avoid detection.

SFIBT 3 aTd RART 1 A fordm T, 3R HRATT Fag § gaT A AR 4 arall fHasd
il IR-IR WM T Tl difer ST UdT = I ST g |

o Detecting preparations for another Pakistani strike on May 9, India launched a swift
counterstrike.

9 U P T 3R UIfHEal 8Hd Bt dunial &1 Ul gom W, YR 3 @Rd Sare! gHar fear|
e Between 2 a.m. and 5 a.m. on May 10, the IAF fired BrahMos, SCALP-EG and Rampage
missiles from within Indian airspace using Su-30MKIs, Jaguars and Rafales.

10 S &1 I 2 F91 A GG 5 T9 & aid, IAF 7 Su-30MKI, SR 3R It faqH=! &1 IuaiT
FRd U URAIT 8418 &7 J §@, SCALP-EG 3R Yo firarsd el

e Seven targets up to 200 km inside Pakistan were struck, including a surface-to-air missile

battery and five airbases, the report reads.

RO & SFAR, B & Wi 200 fHaiHiey 7o R Ta we&at ! FH=r s i,
S T Wi ¥ gaT § AR e arell fimge et ok uie varew wfhe 3

Sindoor weaponry glints on Kartavya Path

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

India put military power
front and centre at the Re-
public Day parade on Mon-
day, transforming Kartavya
Path into a sweeping dis-
play of missiles, armour,
mechanised columns, and
combat aircraft, with a
sharp focus on weapon
systems associated with
Operation Sindoor.

The military display be-
gan with a showcase of key
weapon systems, including
the BrahMos supersonic
cruise missile, Akash air

defence system, Suryastra
rocket launcher, and Arjun
main battle tank, highlight-
ing India’s emphasis on
battlefield-ready capability
and indigenous defence
production.

Much of the equipment
on display has either fea-
tured in, or drawn directly
from lessons learned, Op-
eration Sindoor, the May 7-
10 conflict with Pakistan.

Major attraction

A major attraction was a
tri-services tableau that
presented replicas of pro-
minent weapon systems

Suryasira rocket launcher
during the 77th Republic Day
Parade in New Delhi. P

deployed during the oper-
ation. The parade was led
by Lt. General Bhavnish
Kumar, General Officer

Sindoor weaponry glints on Kartavya Path

Faod 1Y R Rigk sRART & 996

¢ India put military power front and centre at the Republic Day parade on Monday,
transforming Kartavya Path into a sweeping display of missiles, armour, mechanised
columns, and combat aircraft, with a sharp focus on weapon systems associated with
Operation Sindoor.

R 7 AR &1 urad feaq e & A= fed &1 &g § 391, $aod Uy &1 frarsat,

Commanding, Delhi Area,
and a second-generation
officer. For the first time,
the Indian Army show-
cased a phased “battle ar-
ray format”, including its
aerial component. The re-
connaissance element fea-
tured the historic 61 Caval-
ry in active combat
uniform, followed by high-
mobility reconnaissance
vehicles. Aerial battlefield
shaping was demonstrated
by the indigenous Dhruv
advanced light helicopter
and its armed variant Ru-
dra, flying in Prahar
formation.

The Indian Navy tableau
traced India’s maritime
journey from a 5th century
stitched ship to modern in-
digenous platforms such as
INS Vikrant and INS
Udayagiri.

The Indian Air Force
contingent marched in
sync with a dramatic fly-
past featuring Rafale,
Su-30 MKI, MiG-29 and Ja-
guar aircraft in ‘spearhead’
formation, symbolising the
Sindoor Formation. Over-
all, 29 aircraft, including
fighters, transport aircraft
and helicopters, took part
in the fly-past.
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T&ARAS areHl, aAtpd WUl 3R deTP fAuH & e UeRiF o 9ed fou, foras Sifuv=r
Rigr ¥ 93 7R yonferay o o=y & i

The military display began with a showcase of key weapon systems, including the BrahMos
supersonic cruise missile, Akash air defence system, Suryastra rocket launcher, and
Arjun main battle tank, highlighting India’s emphasis on battlefield-ready capability and
indigenous defence production.

A v ) Y3Td T SRR yunfert & e 3§ g3, R seie g ow
fraTsa, STHT=I arg Y& YoITel!, AT Rbe AimR, 3R S 48T JGP ¢d A o, ot
FGAT-AUR &HaT 3R TG I&T SATEH TR YR & TR Pl g2id 7 |
Much of the equipment on display has either featured in, or drawn directly from lessons
learned, Operation Sindoor, the May 7-10 conflict with Pakistan.

e i T ST SuwRo AT ST Rige & Ugad gU Y, A1 7-10 U & UIfbed™ &
Ty "oy ¥ e TR T JIH TR SR A

Major attraction

=0

A major attraction was a tri-services tableau that presented replicas of prominent weapon
systems deployed durlng the operation.

Jar gt R, R TR & IRM a1 e iR yonferat ot
q%?ﬁmwﬁﬁns‘l

The parade was led by Lt. General Bhavnish Kumar, General Officer Commanding, Delhi
Area, and a second-generation officer.

WE F1 39 AfFee FRe TR AR, SR HhaR SHITET, fieeh 87, AR &
fadia R & st A fHan

For the first time, the Indian Army showcased a phased “battle array format”, including its
aerial component.

Ugell IR, HRAR 941 7 30 g4TE Uc® Jled IS “ded Q¥ Biae” BT UegiH fba

The reconnaissance element featured the historic 61 Cavalry in active combat uniform,
followed by high- mob|I| reconnaissance vehicles.

ciel da o o1 afepa g adf 7 fezaman man, s a1 S=-nfaeftern
a‘e"rmaﬂm

Aerial battlefield shaping was demonstrated by the indigenous Dhruv advanced light
helicopter and its armed variant Rudra, flying in Prahar formation.

A Tger BT EWRE W 7 TSI AEE FABTLR 3R IS Tl TV BF GRT
UBR BIHRM & 381 HRd gU USRI &1 TS|
The Indian Navy tableau traced India’s maritime journey from a 5th century stitched ship
to modern indigenous platforms such as INS Vikrant and INS Udayaglrl

NJT P ! 7 581 T F RS gC SR I AR ALY fAspia iR ey
Ieafiify S enyfies WeRh wWewi g YRd &1 T g &I g=ifa|

The Indian Air Force contingent marched in sync with a dramatic flypast featuring Rafale,
Su-30 MKI, MiG-29 and Jaguar aircraft in ‘spearhead’ formation, symbolising the Sindoor
Formation.

YR IR AT 61 ST B, Su-30 MKI, MiG-29 3R SR {0l & wfturgs’ wia==
U 7T JUTIRITCT WRATSUTRE & A1y dTaad § AT ol faxdl, S Rigr WTHRM &1 Ui ATl

Overall, 29 aircraft, including fighters, transport aircraft and helicopters, took part in the
fly-past.

Fd e, 29 fauE, vFH as1E, uRaes faum ok geieier wild 3, wrgure &
RUEEEY
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Cybercrime and a global governance crisis
VOB

ate last year, the United

Nations (UN) convened a

signing ceremony for the

seminal new ‘Convention
against Cybercrime’, the only
multilateral criminal justice
instrument to be negotiated in
over two decades. India was
among the many large member
states that didn’t sign the
convention, along with the United
States, Japan and Canada,
indicating fractures in the global
governance of cyberspace. The
text adopted by the General
Assembly in December 2024
received support from 72
countries.

Conceived through a resolution
proposed by Russia in 2017, the
Convention represents the
culmination of negotiations among
the UN members, with inputs
from civil society experts and
private sector actors. It took eight
formal sessions and five
intersessional consultations for
the UN to generate some
consensus. This saga underlines
challenges in global governance
which implicate India. An
uncertain global order, coupled
with a widening gulf between
international legal principles and
their practice, may lead to a
polycentrism that the country is
not fully equipped to handle.

Uncertain allegiances

Russia and China collaborated to
bring the UN Convention to
fruition. Theirs was a united front
to reshape the status quo of global
cyber governance frameworks,
which so far hinged on the 2001
Budapest Convention on
Cybercrime, a European effort
with 76 parties, not involving
either Russia or China. The
Budapest Convention limits
accession to only invited states
and is therefore inherently
non-inclusive, and India fittingly
stayed out of it.

Conversely, the UN Convention
is open to all, but still saw a lot of
division. The Europeans signed it
because it borrows definitions and
even substantive procedure from
their Budapest Convention. It

Vivan Sharan

Public policy expert,
Koan Advisory Group,
New Delhi

Sukanya
Thapliyal

Public policy expert,
Koan Advisory Group,
New Delhi

The emerging
global order
relegates
multilateralism
to high-level
principles, and
depends on
smaller groups
for consensus
on operating
clauses

would seem incongruent for them
not to join. A July 2025 EU Council
document justified this decision as
ameans to ensure that it has a
“meaningful voice early in the
implementation” of the new
framework.

The Americans were sceptical
of the Sino-Russian effort. Several
of their civil society groups also
warned that the Convention’s
broad definition of serious crimes,
could enable prosecution of
journalists, activists, or political
opponents of authoritarian
leaders.

India’s reluctance to sign
perhaps represents a different
calculus. Unlike in the case of the
Budapest Convention, New Delhi
actively engaged in the
negotiations of the UN
Convention. But its proposals,
such as those aimed at retaining
greater institutional control over
its citizens’ data, were not
retained. The country has not got
its way in global rulemaking over
the last two decades, eroding
gains made in the early days of the
climate change conventions where
it united a group of 77 developing
countries.

Russia and China perhaps see a
weakened UN as worthy platform
to legitimise an otherwise cynical
worldview, the Europeans and
other receding powers cling on to
the high-table, a revivalist U.S.
doesn’t want to hand over the keys
to the kingdom, and an
ever-cautious India does not want
to give up institutional control.
The divisions seen in Hanoi even
cut across plurilateral groups such
as the Quad and the Five Eyes and
underscores that the intricate
geopolitics of today.

Principles-practice rift

The UN Convention also exposes a
widening gap between
international legal principles and
on-ground realities. The definition
of cybercrime in the Convention is
not precise enough to limit it to
areas of consensus. Instead, it
allows signatories to stretch the
scope of criminal offences,
potentially to the detriment of

human rights. Standard
procedural safeguards, such as the
need for judicial review in

criminal law, are tethered to the
prevailing domestic frameworks of
the signing parties.

Consensus on principles masks
large divergences in practice.
India’s rulemaking efforts on
watermarking of Al-generated
content on social media is a recent
example. It anchors on the
universally accepted principle of
user-safety. But the draft rules
envision a potential mandate that
social media companies carry
labels that cover 10% of the body
of any Al-generated content, an
exceptionally prescriptive means
of implementing an accepted
principle.

Polycentricism

Global governance is facing a
serious crisis that is no cause for
celebration. The U.S. has
significantly curtailed its financial
contributions to the UN. The
impotence of the Security Council
is evident in modern conflicts
from Ukraine to Gaza. The World
Trade Organization’s
dispute-settlement system has
been paralysed since 2019.

The emerging global order
relegates multilateralism to
high-level principles, and depends
on smaller, plurilateral or bilateral
groups for consensus on operating
clauses. But this leads to
polycentricism, with institutional
overlaps and interactions that
continually test state-capacity.
Attempts at international
governance of cross-border data
flows has seen this play out, and
so now will cybercrime. The idea
that data should flow between
trusted partners is near universal,
but mechanisms to realise this are
not.

India will struggle to retain its
much-cherished institutional
autonomy in global governance
unless it builds technical
capacities to engage on several
levels all at once. Domestically, the
canvas for regulatory and
administrative reforms is vast, and
the hour of action is here.
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Cybercrime and a global governance crisis
ISR URTY 3R IFYF AR 7T Ahe

Late last year, the United Nations (UN) convened a signing ceremony for the seminal new
‘Convention against Cybercrime’, the only multilateral criminal justice instrument to be
negotiated in over two decades.

e 9 & ofd H, TS AY (UN) 7 7T 3R Aeaqul “HISR W1 & favs siftramr & fag
BXIER TURIE STNfTd fora, ot gY g=rept & Siftres o & araf gRT duR fvar man uem=
TgUei MRS =T IUHR ¢ |

India was among the many large member states that didn’t sign the convention, along with
the United States, Japan and Canada, indicating fractures in the global governance of
cyberspace.

YRA 39 B% 53 Yaw o= & i o el 39 3wy W gwaier =8t fou, o g
T SART, | SR FHATST Hi M §, S AgaRe & afye I8 § IRT $I &=1idl 5
The text adopted by the General Assembly in December 2024 received support from 72
countries.

faiaR 2024 T AETIYT §RT 3{UATE T UTS DI 72 =M BT THU U g3l

Conceived through a resolution proposed by Russia in 2017, the Convention represents the
culmination of negotiations among the UN members, with inputs from civil society experts
and private sector actors.

2017 ¥ ¥ gRI1 UKI1dd U Y19 & HIegH & URebfedd Ig SHEHy, Iga Y 9a&! & s
Jrataft o1 gRuIfd-way &, s ArTve ware fagst ok fsft 8= & ugrrY & gana o
M

It took eight formal sessions and five intersessional consultations for the UN to generate
SOme Consensus. ]

U P B $© YoHld 91 & 1T 316 SuaiR® | SR UTd SfaR-Td Wit H3A U3 |
This saga underlines challenges in global governance which implicate India.

g I gAY AfY® W BT 37 ANl I Xdiford Bl §, et YR F of Jey s9a1 8|
An uncertain global order, coupled with a widening gulf between international legal
principles and their practice, may lead to a polycentrism that the country is not fully
equipped to handle.

U i afye saaw, H%rr&i?l?'{'lg%a?ﬁ?ﬁﬁ@i?ﬁ 3R I TIER H ggdl IS, Th
TEHId TR B 3R A S Thell g, o TUT & o =7 I g R & 51l

Uncertain allegiances

Russia and China c_ollaborated to bring thg UN Convention to fruition.
9 SR FH 7 39 GG Y SEHg &1 Sifad TU ¢ 3 forg wganT fean

Theirs was a united front to reshape the status quo of global cyber governance
frameworks, which so far hinged on the 2001 Budapest Convention on Cybercrime, a
European effort with 76 parties, not involving either Russia or China.

] Tohole Al Ay ATgaR T oral & TR &) gaaq & forg o1, St 31« db 2001 &
FSTURE ATZaR SURTY ST W 3eiRd ¥, St 76 T&rBRY aram R Tamy o7 3R forgsd
Y g1 o e gt A1

The Budapest Convention limits accession to only invited states and is therefore inherently
non-inclusive, and India fittingly stayed out of it.

T T § Haa S e B 8 e g Y SrgAfd B, S g wHTaa:
SRTATARA B, 3R YR A IfUd ©0 ¥ 39 g 9418 1|

Conversely, the UN Convention is open to all, but still saw a lot of division.

& fauid, Sgad Y H1 Sty gt & fore e 8, fh | 59w 1ot faurer &a 1 e
The Europeans signed it because it borrows definitions and even substantive procedure from
their Budapest Convention.

TR ST A 3T W gwER [HT Fifs T8 I e amg I gRHmd 3R el d fob
AlchaTete wrauT off T80 Fal 5|
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It would seem incongruent for them not to join.

I fo1g 3O =Mfhet =1 g1 ST Welid i

A July 2025 EU Council document justified this decision as a means to ensure that it has a
“meaningful voice early in the implementation” of the new framework.

JATE 2025 & R TG TRYG Sxarael - 39 Ul B 39 YR W IFId 5831 & 9¢ el &
YRS Hra-aa- § Te i Siarer gAfdd o off 9o |

The Americans were sceptical of the Sino-Russian effort.

SAND! &t T3 YA D bR TGEId T

Several of their civil society groups also warned that the Convention’s broad definition of
serious crimes, could enable prosecution of journalists, activists, or political opponents of
authoritarian leaders.

J% g NG TATS THEI - T8 dara-t o <1 i it & il sroren &1 aaue
ORUTST USRI, Srddatsi, a1 aHTRIe! Adrsfi & Aot ORIl & Rem® Siftrie o
THT & Fabelt g

India’s reluctance to sign perhaps represents a different calculus.

YRA B GHITER 7 A DI w51 IS U ST 0T B G=1ieh 5|

Unlike in the case of the Budapest Convention, New Delhi actively engaged in the
negotiations of the UN Convention.

goTURC Iy & fIudid, =18 faeedt A Wy Wy Sifawy 1 ardfsll  Ficy e &1

But its proposals, such as those aimed at retaining greater institutional control over its
citizens’ data, were not retained.

dfh P YA, S ANTRD! & ST TR 31fd TRIFT FE0r 9918 a4 § S T4, WHR
gl fpg M

The country has not got its way in global rulemaking over the last two decades, eroding gains
made in the early days of the climate change conventions where it united a group of 77
developing countries.

U3a gl a=re! & afye Fam-fAmfon § <=1 o=t a1d I9am & 9hd T8t 38T, o) Siaarg
oRadH T & e GR & 77 fawprasiia 330 & Tg &1 Thae HRb s1vd b 1Y
AH HHSR TS U]

Russia and China perhaps see a weakened UN as worthy platform to legitimise an
otherwise cynical worldview, the Europeans and other receding powers cling on to the
high-table, a revivalist U.S. doesn’t want to hand over the keys to the kingdom, and an
ever-cautious India does not want to give up institutional control.

T 3R 19 U1 TP FHSIR UN F TP TR 9FY 7 & 0§ @A 8 I T 3T fHigs
fayef® < duar ¢ goar 8, Wi MR o HiY gedt ufemal Sw-wadiy vg A Rust wd
€, TP [ISR/IAId! U.S. I $I A1faal iur ) aredr, 3R U g0=n Jad HIRd
TRITTG a1 Sis-1 T8t argdi|

The divisions seen in Hanoi even cut across plurilateral groups such as the Quad and
the Five Eyes and underscores that the intricate geopolitics of today.

Eﬁgﬁﬁ@ﬁWQuad 3R Five Eyesﬁﬁﬁ@'ﬁ&ﬁ'ﬂﬁ@%éﬂ?ﬂﬂmﬁﬁaéﬁ?ﬂ?
¥Fiferd Ha & [ 3t Ft Yeifa fpat wifea 21

Principles-practice rift

Rrgid-cuagR faurs=

The UN Convention also exposes a widening gap between international legal principles and

on-ground realities.

UN Convention S{tRRTSIT ST Riial SR Sl ardfaerdrell & aa sgal @18 &1+t ISR

IRAT I

The definition of cybercrime in the Convention is not precise enough to limit it to areas of

consensus.

1Calgcr;_[vent;:lo%ff cybercrime aﬁuﬁwsﬂﬁﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁsﬁmwﬁmﬁ PEIGEZRSIIER]
off I

Instead, it allows signatories to stretch the scope of criminal offences, potentially to the
detriment of human rights.
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3P IO, T BXAEGRB AT BT criminal offences & TR &I d¢M &1 3TAN T 8, S
THAd: human rights & JHIM &1 HRUI §9 bl ¢ |

Standard procedural safeguards, such as the need for judicial review in criminal law, are
tethered to the prevailing domestic frameworks of the signing parties.

HIAS UfshaTeHe YA IJUR, SR RIS BT H judicial review $1 STIRGehdl, BXAT&RD
gt & yaferd TR erdl 9 §9 gU |
Consensus on principles masks large divergences in practice.

R eHId FaeR § 92 Vel &I 6@ adl

India’s rulemaking efforts on watermarking of Al-generated content on social media is a
recent example.

India gIRT social media UX Al-generated content Gl watermarking & T oy 9 & T
ESEIREINBIRRARR
It anchors on the universally accepted principle of user-safety.

g s ® U Eﬁﬁ user-safety & R¥id TR 14TRd gl

But the draft rules envision a potential mandate that social media companies carry labels that
cover 10% of the body of any Al-generated content, an exceptionally prescriptive means of
implementing an accepted principle.

ém draft rules T THTA mandate &1 URBeU-T Bd & 1 social media HUFAT T labels
G St fpedt ft Al-generated content & body FT 10% U HAR B, Sl Wihd RIGId P AN
HRA BT SIYRY ¥ § =MD a1 3|

Polycentricism

FgHAIG (Polycentricism)

Global governance is facing a serious crisis that is no cause for celebration.

Global governance T& TTHR Tdhe &1 JTHT HR 6T §, O SHd BT HRUT 81 gl

The U.S. has significantly curtailed its financial contributions to the UN.

U.S. 7 UN &1 3o faxfia aivrem & S deidl &1 gl

The impotence of the Security Council is evident in modern conflicts from Ukraine to Gaza.
Security Council &1 FTIUIfIdT Ukraine ¥ Gaza I Syfd IJusi & WV g

The World Trade Organization’s dispute-settlement system has been paralysed since 2019.
World Trade Organization P1 dispute-settlement system SUdRIT 2019 J 37 LEl gl

The emerging global order relegates multilateralism to high-level principles, and depends on
smaller, plurilateral or bilateral groups for consensus on operating clauses.

JHRAT Afye ST TgUaiudl Y Sad Iw-&R1g Rigidl de it o f 8, 3R Tare
Teieft uray W TgHfd & U B plurilateral T bilateral THg! TR 1R & 31

But this leads to polycentricism, with institutional overlaps and interactions that continually
test state-capacity.

QfF ST polycentricism IUF ST 8, STET TRINTT 3NaRAT 3R 3fd:fHaTd AR T Bt
state-capacity B TRIE Tl gt %I

Attempts at international governance of cross-border data flows has seen this play out, and
so now will cybercrime.

cross-border data flows & @W@nwasmﬁugf@rﬁmmﬁaﬁ% 3R GWH'EFI
cybercrime T aft grm

The idea that data should flow between trusted partners is near universal, but mechanisms to
realise this are not.

Tg foUR f data B! trusted partners & &9 UdTfed g1 ANRY, TRTHT TTdHIH® ©, Afe— 39
PR B aTel o T &

India will struggle to retain its much-cherished institutional autonomy in global governance
unless it builds technical capacities to engage on several levels all at once.

India df%% T H 3107 1T institutional autonomy ST WA & o Tos ST, o1d T fob
dg Eb_g TR Th d1Y \_:]ﬁ':%[ %ﬂ technical capacities fopRa Hﬁml

Domestically, the canvas for regulatory and administrative reforms is vast, and the hour of
action is here.
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1. ‘We.like Wikipedia as it is, so we:’re going to stick to V\(hat we do best’
g faferdifEar o 8 awm € wiq 8, sHieg 5 a8t B34 Sl g0 Jad
VWRIFAE

‘We like Wikipedia as it is, so we're going to stick to what we do best’

The founder of the online encyclopaedia says fake news has not affected Wikipedia much ‘because we spend our lives debating the quality of our sources; he notes that a key challenge with Al today is

thatit is often very bad at facts; on the US, he says, Twould like to see us move in a direction of more calm and have leaders who take on the responsibility of behaving respectfully to other people’

— Doyou think thereisa
INTERVIEW deficit of trust in the
‘world today? Or

Jimmy Wales
Julie Merin Varughese

ikipedia, the
W world’s largest
online encyclo-

paedia, turned 25 this
month. Even as detractors
call the platform redun-
dant in the age of Al and
large language models
(LLMs) such as ChatGPT
and Gemini, founder Jim-
my Wales remains optimis-
tic. “The world is better off
with Al reading Wikipedia.
Imagine if it trained only
on X,” he told a keen au-
dience at the recent Kerala
Literature Festival in Koz-
hikode, adding that Wiki-
pedia too is making use of
Al tools to improve the effi-
ciency of its edits. Edited
excerpts:

‘We like Wikipedia as it is, so we’re going to stick to what we do best’

g faferdifear o & € e 8, SHieg 5 a8t B Sl g1 FaH dga Bd

g

misplaced trust maybe?

‘Well, those can be kind of
the same thing in a way. I
always look at the Edelman
Trust Barometer survey.
This is a survey that’s been
done since the year 2000,
in many countries around
the world. And they've
seen a steady decline in
trust, decline in trust in
journalism, in politics, and
so forth.

So, there is a decline in
trust. But also, one of the
side effects of that is, if pe-
ople truly believe, for ex-
ample, that all politicians
are corrupt and liars, then
they still have to choose so-
meone, and so they end up
with misplaced trust.

And I think that’s a big
problem as well.

How do you look back

at 25 years of
Wikipedia?

It's been really great. The
thing that I've always en-
Joyed is that we are very
community-oriented. So, I
travel around, and eve-
rywhere I go, I try to meet
with local Wikipedians.
And they're very, very
sweet nerds, who love
knowledge and love re-
searching and sharing
what they’ve learned.

During elections or
conflicts, concerns
about fake news and
misinformation often
arise. How does
Wikipedia address
these challenges?

One of the things that we
think is very important is
Jjournalism. Like serious,
proper journalism to get
the facts. Obviously, we try
to be neutral. But, where

2
H
E

neutrality is the hardest is
where emotions are very
high. So we acknowledge
that and we understand
that. And so that’s always a

challenge.
And there are a lot of
low-quality  information

sources, and there is sucha
thing as fake news. It hasn’t
impacted Wikipedia very
much because we spend
our lives debating the qual-
ity of our sources. It’s hard
to fool the Wikipedians
with a fake website.

Inthe age of Al and
LLMs, what are some of
the big challenges for
‘Wikipedia and open
knowledge ecosystems
ingeneral?

One of the issues is that AI,
much to everyone’s sur-
prise, is very bad at facts. I
think if you asked anybody
30 years ago, what do you
think the first Al that we ex-
perience would be like,
they would have said it
would be very matter-of-

fact and very serious and it
won’t understand humour
atall, and it won’t be crea-
tive atall.

It turns out, it’s the exact
opposite. The humour’s
not very good, but, it’s
creative, crazy and makes
things up and so forth. But
that does mean if people
start to use Al assuming
that it’s going to be factual-
ly correct, they’ll be get-
ting errors and mistakes.

‘What scares you or
concerns you the most
about Americaright
now?

‘Well, like many people, I'm
worried about the decline
in bipartisanship. If you
completely don’t trust the
other side, then you lose
the ability to make a com-
promise.

I also worry, and I think
anybody should be wor-
ried right now, about the

apparent rise of authoritar-
ianism and political vio-
lence, I think it’s very sca-
ry. I would like to see us
move in a direction of
more calm and have lead-
ers who take on the res-
ponsibility of behaving res-
pectfully to other people. I
don’t think Donald Trump
is going to do that.

Is there a common
misconception about
Wikipedia among
people?

It’s a good question. If you
read the news, yow'll find
that people assume that
Wikipedia is some kind of
ideological battleground,
where we are warring fac-
tions. Actually most of the
work in Wikipedia is about
obscure, sweet subjects
that nobody’s fighting
anything about, and that’s
really great, and so I think
what people don’t realise is

that we're just this nerdy
community with a hobby.

‘What’s next for
wikipedia?

Well, I think the good news
is that nothing is going to
change radically. People
like Wikipedia. We like Wi-
kipedia as itis, s0 we're go-
ing to stay calm, and ob-
viously the culture wars
rage all around us, but
we'll stick to what we do
best. Obviously, I think one
of the things that I'm really
positive and excited about
is the growth of Wikipedia
in the languages of the
world. So here in India,
we've got, well, 22 languag-
es-plus. There’s some mi-
nor dialects as well.

(The writer was at the
Kerala Literature Festival
2026 on invitation from DC
Books) (Full interview is
available  on  https://
newsth.live/2Zv43z)

o The founder of the online encyclopaedia says fake news has not affected Wikipedia much
‘because we spend our lives debating the quality of our sources’; he notes that a key
challenge with Al today is that it is often very bad at facts; on the U.S., he says, ‘| would like
to see us move in a direction of more calm and have leaders who take on the responsibility

of behaving respectfully to other people’.

AT YD1 & YRITUS FHed ¢ [ b gl - fafedifEar & wrer nwfaa 76 fear g
‘Ffdh §H U STta- Wil B TUrGHT IR 960 HR- H [9dTd & d Fgd © [ ATl TIHTS & iy
T% S A I8 § b a8 SfawR aal & ATl H 9gd TR il o; SAReT )R I FEa §, H
AR § 1o g1 31 ifdr &1 fa=n & ol 9¢ iR T AT 81 S 39 ANl & Ui TS S
HagR FI fgRI o 1
¢ Wikipedia, the world’s largest online encyclopaedia, turned 25 this month.
fafedifEar, gfar &1 gad Te1 sifams faysi=r, 39 w8 25 adf &1 8wl

e Even as detractors call the platform redundant in the age of Al and large language models
(LLMs) such as ChatGPT and Gemini, founder Jimmy Wales remains optimistic.
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“The world is better off with Al reading Wikipedia. Imagine if it trained only on X,” he told a
keen audience at the recent Kerala Literature Festival in Kozhikode, adding that Wikipedia
too is making use of Al tools to improve the efficiency of its edits.

«gf a1 & fore JeeR § % vans fafedifear ug | Qifvw orR a8 Faw X wR ufiféa grar,” 3=
BT g1 § PifSrdls § §U ded Aifecd Heledqd & e didrsil I &g, iR Sier o fafedifean
f} 3o U B g&aT S & AT TSNS T &1 IUINT IR @1 3|

Edited excerpts:

TUTfe 3T

Do you think there is a deficit of trust in the world today? Or misplaced trust maybe?
HIT ATYHT T § 5 3t gieram & wRI 3t it 32 mmmmwm%

Well, those can be kind of the same thing in a way.

W, A &I T aRE U T &1 91 &1 Fhell 3

| always look at the Edelman Trust Barometer survey.

o gOT TeaAA gxe IR I & S/

This is a survey that’s been done since the year 2000, in many countries around the world.
g U U1 94 g S 2000 ¥ g1 & 3 <=0 H fHar @3

And they’ve seen a steady decline in trust, decline in trust in journalism, in politics, and so
forth.

IR 3H W ® AR FRTae, w=reia, et onfe & 1R9 & fRae &t 715 3

So, there is a decline in trust.

9o, 1R | fiRTae g

But also, one of the side effects of that is, if people truly believe, for example, that all
politicians are corrupt and liars, then they still have to choose someone, and so they end up
with misplaced trust.

AP 3BT T gwiHTa I8 i & f afe AT A g o B b vt eemar wy s g &,
1t 32 forddt 1 AT U 8, 3R 39 aRE 3 Tad MR & 1Y T B & |

And | think that’s a big problem as well.

3R g3 e § % g oft v oSt R B

How do you look back at 25 years of Wikipedia?
31y fafedifsar & 25 auf &1 F4 @d 52

It's been really great.

g IRd # AMSR TeT 81

The thing that I've always enjoyed is that we are very community-oriented.
ST ST &1 H GHRN 31T fordT & 98 U8 ¢ o 57 950 WHe-Hisd 6|

So, | travel around, and everywhere | go, | try to meet with local Wikipedians.

B AT BT §, 3R o 2 ST §, =i R S e ) SR war g

And they’re very, very sweet nerds, who love knowledge and love researching and sharing
what they’ve learned.

3R J 95d & WR TS 81 &, O T ¥ @R 8 3R ST ST 1 31R S I2i e §
I I HAT TG HRd ¢ |

During elections or conflicts, concerns about fake news and misinformation often
arise. How does Wikipedia address these challenges?

ATE! 91 WUYl & SR P o 3R 7Terd a1 B AP fart sadt 81 fafedifsarsa
Ao | A faear 82
One of the things that we think is very important is journalism.

&Y Sl 98 He@qul A €, 378 ¥ U & UPIidl|

Like serious, proper journalism to get the facts.

Tl &1 uH & fore 1R, Tt uFABTNaT|
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e Obviously, we try to be neutral.
WIYTIH ¥ ¥, 89 dewd 361 B BRI X 3

e But, where neutrality is the hardest is where emotions are very high.
P STGT HTGHITE S5 <I1d BIcil §, I8! dCRIdl Jad B il &

e So we acknowledge that and we understand that.

ST §H 9 WIHR P § AR 0 5 |

e And so that’s always a challenge.
3IR 39T T8 EARM b Al Tgt B

e And there are a lot of low-quality information sources, and there is such a thing as fake
news.

3R gd ¥ FrH-TurasT ard GEAT 6 §, 3R B ge S I ot B

e |t hasn’'timpacted Wikipedia very much because we spend our lives debating the quality of
our sources.

%@mmmmﬁw%ﬂ%mmﬁm@ﬁﬁmwmw
|
e |t's hard to fool the Wikipedians with a fake website.

fafehifeaal @t et wolf dearse I 0™ s 4 d g

¢ In the age of Al and LLMs, what are some of the big challenges for Wikipedia and open
knowledge ecosystems in general’?

w3iT$ 3R Yauaen & g ¥, fafddifean sk ga 3 &7 & fore g getfeat s 82
e One of the issues is that Al, much to everyone’s surprise, is very bad at facts.
T THE g § b warE, 92t 3 aimerd % iy, qeat W A 9gd WX 2|

¢ | think if you asked anybody 30 years ago, what do you think the first Al that we experience
would be like, they would have said it would be very matter-of-fact and very serious.

TS AT § 3R MY fheht & 30 AT Ugd UBd o Ugan Uaits &am g1, ol d Fed & a8 9gd
qATHP 3R Igd TR g

e It turns out, it’s the exact opposite.
UdT Terd € % I8 faepd Iaer 3l

e The humour’s not very good, but it's creative, crazy and makes things up and so forth.
TUH] BT §gd ST gl 8, A U8 Ta-ITH® ¢, 3ond ¢ 3R el 7T AT 8|

e But that does mean if people start to use Al assuming that it's going to be factually correct,
they’ll be getting errors and mistakes.

cifch 3HebT HAed I8 & fb UfS AN I8 AR TSHTS BT IUUN B &I & b Ug aearetes
w0 q wE1 g, ol 3% et ok Ffeat el

What scares you or concerns you the most about America right now?

Y Rt & IR H 3Mud! a9 ATST T TaT 41 fifad ®ar 82

o Well, like many people, I'm worried about the decline in bipartisanship.
IR, 9 & A7 9 e, H Rigeita wgaT & iR & da Rifvd g
e If you completely don't trust the other side, then you lose the ability to make a compromise.

e 3T g R R fieepel R T8l H3a, F AT THSaT B o a1 & 2 2

e | also worry, and | think anybody should be worried right now, about the apparent rise of
authoritarianism and political violence.
o gaTaTe 3R eI fET & WY IUR & A ot f[ifad §, SR 03 @vran € for andt farsht
&1 i fifad g =gl

e | thinkit's very scary.
TS TAT § I8 9gd SXa 3|

¢ | would like to see us move in a direction of more calm and have leaders who take on the
respon5|b|I|ty of behaving respectfully to other people.

AR § 1 g1 31 Mifd &1 fe=n & ol §¢ 3R T a1 81 St 39 ANl & Ui THTo S
Bqagr\faﬁ"rﬁ.ﬂﬁm"r@rl

e | don’t think Donald Trump is going to do that.

T T8 AT f% SHFTes dU U1 H3A a1l 3|
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o Is there a common misconception about Wikipedia among people?
a1 il | fafedifsa &) dew #15 em Taawet 872
e |t's a good question.
Ig U 3T qaTd g |
e If you read the news, you'll find that people assume that Wikipedia is some kind of
ideological battleground.
Ffe 3T FHRR Ue, ot Ui & o Aa € b fafedifear fedd @ o1 daie geaa 2|
e Actually most of the work in Wikipedia is about obscure, sweet subjects that nobody’s
fighting anything about.
g | fafedifear o1 e o1 3Ruy, Wi fAwal 1R giar 8, iS5 R 3l 1T 78] B
e And that’s really great.
3R T arad § YFER B
e So | think what people don’t realise is that we’re just this nerdy community with a hobby.

SUf g3 T © T @R I e wmera o 51 99 v S wer § foFe te =i B

What'’s next for Wikipedia?
fafedifea & forg omt w32

o Well, I think the good news is that nothing is going to change radically.
¥R, T A1 ¢ b 318t TR 9% § o o2 W g wu A 78t sgam|

o People like Wikipedia.
@ 9GS B

o We like Wikipedia as it is, so we’re going to stay calm, and obviously the culture wars rage
all around us, but we'll stick to what we do best.

&Y faferdifear S § 9w € uie ], Sufore g1 =iid Te i, 3R Ya 81 IR oIk Ipfa g 9
g B, 59 a8 B Wl g0 Aa} dgaR PR & |

e Obviously, | think one of the things that I'm really positive and excited about is the growth of
Wikipedia in the languages of the world.

WY w0, 5 910 &1 AR H aRad 8 YHRIAS 3R IR §, 98 ¢ gi-rar st yrarey d
fafedifsar 9t gfS |

e So here in India, we've got, well, 22 languages-plus.
SYfTT U8l WRd & AR U1 22 | 3ifie YuTd g1

e There’'s some minor dialects as well.

% 91U S BICT aiferar +f 81
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